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 Savanna Daniel, of Gower, Missouri, graduated from Park University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Interior Design. 
 Savanna was only five years old when her father, Air Force Technical Ser-
geant Robert Lee Daniel was killed in the line of duty.  In 1977, Sergeant Daniel 
enlisted in the Air Force, and during his 17 years of distinguished service, partici-
pated in Operation Urgent Fury, which rescued American citizens from the 
island of Grenada in 1983.  He participated in Operation Just Cause in Panama 
and flew combat missions in Operation 
Desert Storm in Iraq.  In 1994, Technical 
Sergeant Daniel was flying a mission to pro-
vide support to ground forces in Somalia 
when his plane crashed in the Indian Ocean.  
He was 35 years old, and left behind his wife 
and two little girls, Savanna and Tamra.  

Savanna Daniel, with her mother, 
Paula Daniel, at her graduation from 
Park University. 

Savanna Daniel, age seven, at the grave of her father, U.S. Air Force Technical Sergeant Robert Daniel. 

 Sergeant Daniel’s military honors include: the Meritorious Service 
Medal (Posthumous), the Air Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters, the Air Force 
Commendation Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, the Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster and an Aerial Achievement Medal.
 Savanna told us: “My father was in the United States Air Force and 
he was killed in the line of duty when I was five.  Honestly, I would rather 
have my Dad in my life again than having my college paid for, but I am 
greatly privileged to have a scholarship to fulfill my dreams.”

 Stephen Rowe graduated from Campbell University in North Carolina, 
with a degree in Political Science.  Since graduation, he has been working in 
various political campaigns and plans to attend law school in 2011. 
 “My father’s service as a Special Operations Officer in the U.S. Army 
has been a guiding example of what it means to truly serve.  His devotion to 
his country, countrymen, family, faith and the cause of freedom has served as 
a beacon for me as I endeavor to attain a life of public service,” Stephen said of 
his father, Colonel James “Nick” Rowe. 
 Stephen’s father was a West Point graduate, Green Beret and a highly 
decorated U.S. Army Colonel who served his country for 29 years.  Colonel 
Rowe was killed in the Philippines in 1989, in a terrorist ambush.  He was the 
recipient of a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars, two Purple Hearts and a POW Medal 
in honor of his service and sacrifice. 
 Colonel Rowe spent five years as a POW in Vietnam, and in 1971,  
published a book, Five Years to Freedom, recounting his ordeal as a POW, his 

Stephen Rowe, with his mother, Susan 
Rowe, at his graduation from Campbell 
University.

escape and his return home.  At the time of Colonel Rowe’s death, Stephen was just two years old, and his younger 
brother, Brian Rowe, also a Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipient, was five months old. 
 “My father’s heart was dedicated to democracy and this country.  Patriotism and democracy have been 
instilled into my life from a very young age and have had a profound impact on my aspirations to become a public 
servant,” writes Stephen.  “I have a great desire to serve people due to my father’s service for the United States.” 

To Everyone with Freedom Alliance,
         Thank you for all that you have done for me.  In May, 
2009, I was blessed with a degree in Peace, War and Defense 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  I owe 
you a great deal of gratitude for making my education 
possible.  Your generous support of my university 
education has not now, nor will it ever, be overlooked.  You 
gave me much and I believe full-heartedly what the good 
Word says:  “To whom much is given, much is required.”  I 
expect that much of me in light of these blessings.
         Freedom Alliance should know that I will try my best 
to give back and continue sowing the good seeds you gave 
me.  What you started, I plan to continue.  I commissioned 
as a 2nd Lieutenant with the United States Air Force and 
began active duty October 22, 2009.  During my training 
with AFROTC at UNC I was again shown fortune and was 
awarded a pilot candidate slot.  I will begin pilot training 
in June, 2010.  
         It has been a dream of mine to be a pilot in the Air 
Force.  My dad was a fighter pilot, and a good one I feel 
inclined to believe.  However, in September of 1990, he 
was killed in his F-15 one month before my fourth 
birthday.  My family has lived by Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base ever since.  It has been tough at times to see the 
jets flying overhead.  It has been tough to see my mom 
struggle to raise my brother, sister and myself on her own 
in the shadow of that tragedy.  She knows the pain of 
sacrifice more than I ever will.  

         But I dreamed.  
I would ride my bike 
to the runway, go as 
close as I could get to 
those majestic winged 
machines, and just 
stare.  The roar of 
the jets would deafen 
my ears but my heart 
would still beat with 
excitement, knowing 
where I have come 
from and where I am 
going.  I still go out there when I am back home. 
 The dream to be a pilot took root back then but it 
came to fruition now.  I finished college, became an 
officer and now am headed to the cockpit.  If it was not for 
the scholarships made available through organization like 
yours, I may not have even thought of college as an option.  
I have complete admiration for the work of your 
organizations and appreciation for the opportunities you 
have shown young people like me.  Thank you once again.  

Sincerely,

David Hook

2nd Lieutenant David Hook, USAF

 The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund honors Americans in our Armed 
Forces, who have sacrificed life or limb, by providing educational scholarships to their 
children.
 Through the generosity of many Americans, Freedom Alliance has awarded $3.4 
million in scholarships to hundreds of outstanding students.  Freedom Alliance has been honored 
to play a small part in making the education dreams come true for the  sons and daughters of 
America’s military heroes.  We have highlighted here just a few of our outstanding graduates 
from 2009 and 2010 and congratulate them for their achievements and wish them bright futures.  
Through our Scholarship Fund we remind these fine young Americans that their  parents’ 
sacrifice will never be forgotten by a grateful nation. The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund 
is now accepting applications.  To learn more or to apply for a scholarship, please visit        
www.fascholarship.com.

Lt Col Oliver North, USMC 
(Ret.)

A Living Memorial To America’s Military Heroes

[Note: David’s sister and brother, AimieLisa and Greg, are also Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipients.]



“I cannot even begin to describe how grateful I am to have had such a generous donation to my 
future!  Thank you to everyone at Freedom Alliance and to all the generous donors who have 
provided These scholarships.” ~ Christopher Johnson, Student and scholarship recipient at The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

 Stanford Thompson is a graduate of The Curtis Institute of Music 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he majored in Trumpet Performance. 
While at the Curtis Institute he performed at Carnegie Hall and at the 
Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts.  “My father’s work ethic helped 
push me into the most competitive school in the country,” Stanford said. 
 “The scholarship that I received helped me with the high cost of an 
education and allowed me to spend time perfecting my art” Stanford said.   
He hopes to follow in his father’s footsteps someday.  “I am considering a 
career in the military with music,” he said. 

 Stanford’s father, Sergeant Willie Thompson, served 
in the United States Marine Corps for nine years, and is 100 
percent permanently disabled as a result of his service to our 
country.
 This coming year Stanford will serve as the program director for Tune Up Philly, an initiative 
of the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, which provides access to music education to promote youth 
development in Philadelphia’s most at-risk communities. 

 Stanford’s sister, Donna Thompson, also a Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipient, is a music 
major at Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia. 

 Kristen Mancini, 
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
graduated with a degree in 
Psychology from American 
University in Washington 
D.C.  Kristen’s father, U.S. 
Army Sergeant First Class 
Curtis Mancini, was killed 
in 2004 in a weapons cache 
explosion in Ghazni, Afghani-
stan, when Kristen was 17 
years old.  Sergeant Mancini 
was the recipient of a Purple 
Heart and a Bronze Star in honor of his service and 
sacrifice. 
 “My Dad was never satisfied unless he was 
protecting something.  Whether it was the country, 
his community, or his family, my dad lived to serve,” 
Kristen said.  She writes that even though her father is 
gone now, the lessons he taught her live on in her life, 
encouraging her to excel and succeed.  “Because of 
my father I plan to do my best with any obstacle life 
throws at me.  I will try my hardest to make my father 
proud.” 

Kristen Mancini

 Ryan Horstman, of Fair-
banks, Alaska, is a graduate of the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks, 
where he received a Bachelors 
Degree in Philosophy with a minor 
in German.  Ryan is spending his 
summer studying in Germany and 
plans to attend graduate school.
 Ryan’s sister, Amy Horst-
man, also a Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship recipient, graduated 
with honors from the University of 
Alaska, Fairbanks, with a degree in Vocal Performance and 

a minor in Psychology.  Currently, 
Amy is working towards a Master’s 
Degree in vocal performance at the 
University of Iowa. 
 In 1989, Ryan and Amy’s 
father, Army Captain Randi 
Horstman, lost his life in a training 
accident in South Korea.  Ryan was 
two years old, and his sister, Amy, 
was three when they lost their Dad.

Ryan Horstman 

Stanford Thompson

Donna 
Thompson

 Danielle Gonzales, 
from Cave Creek, Arizo-
na, graduated from Seattle 
University with a degree 
in Business Marketing.  
“My father encouraged 
me to put one foot in 
front of the other no mat-
ter how hard the trail got, 
and he told me if I con-
tinued to push myself and 
do my best, I was guaran-
teed to get to the top,” she said. 
 Danielle’s father, U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer 
Pedro Gonzales, served his country for 19 years before 
being killed in a helicopter crash in 2001 during a mission 
to recover the remains of deceased service members.  Of-
ficer Gonzales was a recipient of the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medical and the Legion of Merit award.
 “This scholarship is a reminder of my father’s 
dedication and service to our country.  I am honored to 
have been a recipient of the Freedom Alliance Scholar-
ship… without it, I would not be able to attend Seattle 
University,” said Danielle. 
 Danielle’s brother, Matt Gonzales, also a Scholar-
ship recipient, is a Business Management major at Sierra 
Nevada College in Incline Village, Nevada.

 Thomas Deacy, of Fort 
Myers, Florida, graduated with 
honors from the University 
of Florida, with a degree in 
Microbiology and Cell Science.  
Thomas is planning to attend 
medical school.  
 “I have always wanted 
to be a doctor and help oth-
ers, and this scholarship 
has brought me closer to my 
dream,” Thomas said.  He hopes 
to one day serve as an Army physician. 
 Thomas’ father, Army Colonel John J. Deacy, 
has been 100 percent permanently disabled as a result 
of his service.  Colonel Deacy is the recipient of many 
medals and commendations including the National 
Defense Service Medal and the Purple Heart.  Thomas’ 
mother, Lieutenant Colonel Nancy Deacy, also served 
in the United States Army.  She was awarded numer-
ous medals and commendations including the Army 
Reserve Components Achievement Medal.
 “I want to be like my parents.  They both 
inspired me with their dedication, loyalty and love of 
country,” said Thomas.  “They inspired me by serving 
in the Army and left a lasting impression on the way I 
plan my future.  My role models are my parents.” 

Danielle with her mother, Marie 
Gonzales, and brother, Matt, at her 
graduation from Seattle University.  Thomas Deacy

Tegan and her mother at her graduation from 
Washington State University.

 Tegan Johnson, of Spokane, Washington, is a 2010 graduate of 
Washington State University, where she received a degree in Apparel, Mer-
chandising and Textiles.  Following her graduation, Tegan is interning with 
Nordstrom. 
 Tegan’s father, TSGT Robert Johnson of the United 
States Air Force, was killed in a military aircraft incident 
in 2002.  Tegan was only 14 years old at the time, and her 
sister, Tori Johnson, also a Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient, was 12.  Tori, now attends Gonzaga University in 
Seattle, Washington.
 As a result of her Freedom Alliance Scholarship, 
Tegan wrote that she was able to “feel secure during col-
lege… by being taken care of.  Words cannot express how 
much the scholarship meant to me.”  Tori Johnson

Amy Horstman


