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Tens of thousands of Americans joined Sean Hannity and LtCol Oliver North 
this summer for eight energetic and patriotic Freedom Concerts. The events 
took place in Jackson, New Jersey; Cincinnati, Ohio; Atlanta, Georgia; 

Orlando, Florida; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Dallas, Texas; Las Vegas, Nevada; and San Diego, 
California. 
       Hosted by radio and television personality Sean Hannity, the shows were a 
patriotic celebration of America and her heroes. The concerts honored our men 
and women in uniform and helped benefit the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund, 
which provides college scholarships to the sons and daughters of America’s military 
heroes, who have been killed or permanently disabled in service to our country.  
       “The sold-out crowds in each city showed that ‘Love of Country’ in America is 
alive and well,” said Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon.  The concerts fea-
tured legendary rockers Lynyrd Skynyrd, country music favorite Charlie Daniels and 
Christian artist Michael W. Smith. Each played their classic hits, patriotic melodies 
and tributes to those who serve our country.   

Meet Our New Scholarship Students – Page 3

Supporting and Honoring Our Military Heroes – Pages 4–5

Freedom Alliance Army-Navy Weekend – Page 6 

Military Leadership Academy Trains Leaders – Page 7

Military Leadership Academy 
Trains Leaders for Greatness

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Freedom Alliance’s 2010 Military Leadership Academy (MLA) suc-
cessfully trained 145 high school cadets on the principles of military 
leadership at the National Guard Maneuver Training Center at Fort 

Pickett, located outside of Blackstone, Virginia.  The summer’s program 
provided students an opportunity to live and train alongside servicemem-
bers, to establish a respect and appreciation for the military, become stron-
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MLA Cadets  tour our nation's capitol and learn about the patriots who founded, led and defended 
our country. 

Sean Hannity and Michael W. Smith onstage at the Orlando Freedom Concert with Brandi and 
Christian Anderson, who lost their Dad, Michael Anderson, in Iraq six years ago.

Eight Hannity Freedom Concerts Inspire and Honor
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       During the first Freedom Concert, 
held in New Jersey on August 6, Freedom 
Alliance’s Founder and Honorary 
Chairman Oliver North was joined on 
stage by sisters Kristen and Carolyn 
Smith, both of whom have received col-
lege scholarships from Freedom Alliance. 
       The Smith sisters are the daughters 
of Technical Sergeant Rick Smith 
(USAF), a member of the Air National 
Guard’s 106th Rescue Wing. Smith was 
killed in a helicopter crash on October 
30, 1991, while attempting to save the 
lives of others. Kristen is a graduate 
of Stony Brook University on Long 
Island, and Carolyn is a sophomore at 
Monmouth University in New Jersey.
       Katharine “Kate” Crooks joined us 
for the Orlando Freedom Concert where 
she spoke of her Dad and his service to 
our country. Kate recently graduated 
from West Chester East High School 
near Philadelphia, 
and begins her 
freshman year at 
The Ohio State 
University in 
September where 
she will study 
Psychology.
       Kate qualified 
for a Freedom 
Alliance scholar-
ship because her 
father, Dr. Kerry Crooks, is a military 
veteran who is permanently disabled 
with service-connected injuries. Kerry 
Crooks served nearly ten years on active 
duty in both the U.S. Navy and Air Force.
       As a Second Lieutenant in the Air 
Force, Crooks received the Airman’s 
Medal for heroism following the crash of 
an RC-135S aircraft at Shemya Air Force 
Base in Alaska on March 15, 1981. The 
plane went down in a blizzard at night 
with Lt. Crooks on board. Though he 
was badly injured, his actions immedi-
ately following the crash were directly 
responsible for the attempt to save the 
lives of two other men. 
       Today, Kate’s father is battling a rare 
form of cancer and was unable to be with 

his daughter at the Freedom Concert, but 
is very proud of what she has achieved so 
far, and he knows there are many more 
accomplishments that lie ahead for Kate.
       Being at the Freedom Concert and 
receiving a Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
“has cemented the love of country Kate 
possesses that goes beyond what she 
reads in a textbook; these actions dem-
onstrate how many of those in her coun-
try truly care,” Crooks said. He explained 
that achieving a college education will 
“help her to develop the skills for a better 

life for her and for others.” 
       The Freedom Concerts 
not only honor the children 

of our military heroes who 
receive college scholarships, 
but also pay tribute to the 
men and women of our 
Armed Forces, their families 
and the principles they fight 
to defend. 
       Freedom Alliance host-
ed and introduced to the 
audience members of Gold 
Star Families at each of the 
Freedom Concerts. 
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Freedom Alliance extends our deepest appreciation to Sean Hannity and all the Great 
Americans who attended and supported the 2010 Freedom Concerts. 

Special Thanks to Our Concert Patrons! 

LtCol Oliver North at the New Jersey Freedom Concert with Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipients, 
Kristen and Carolyn Smith (r). Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipient Kate 

Crooks speaking about her father, Kerry Crooks, 
onstage at the Orlando Freedom Concert with 
LtCol Oliver North. 

Concert goers gather from across the country to support and 
honor our troops and their families. 

Kerry Crooks
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strength, courage and heart.”
       Their father, USMC Lance 
Corporal Robert Mott, is 100 
percent permanently disabled 
as a result of wounds he sus-
tained during the Vietnam 
War.  He has been awarded a 
number of medals and com-
mendations including the 
National Defense Service 
Medal, two Purple Hearts and 
the Vietnam Service Medal.

       Freedom Alliance Scholarships are available now.  
If you know of a student who would like to apply, 
please have him or her go to www.fascholarship.com 
for more information and an application form.

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund 
honors Americans in our Armed Forces, 
who have sacrificed life or limb, by provid-

ing educational scholarships to their children.  
Some of our new scholarship recipients are fea-
tured here.

Matthew Spellacy
       “I look up to my father in 
many ways,” said Matt Spellacy, 
a Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient.  “I have heard count-
less stories that illustrate his 
hard work ethic and desire to 
live life to its fullest and ulti-
mately, I want to be just like 
him.  I cannot describe the pride 
I feel when sharing my father’s 
story with others; he made the ultimate sacrifice by 
giving his life for our country.”   Matt, of Columbus, 
Ohio, is a junior at the Ohio State University where 
he is majoring in Engineering.  Matt’s sister, Amy, 
and brother, Michael, are also scholarship recipi-
ents. 
       Their father, Captain David M. Spellacy, was 
a member of the United States Marine Corps and 
was killed when his plane was shot down during 
Operation Desert Storm.  CPT Spellacy was award-
ed the Purple Heart as a result 
of his service to our country.

Meagan Ochsner 
       When Meagan Ochsner 
was 14 years old, her life 
changed forever.  “Waking up 
on November 15, 2005, I would 
have never guessed how this day 
would go down in history as 
the worst day of my entire life 
– the day my Dad was killed in 
Afghanistan,” she said. 
       Meagan’s father, Sergeant First Class James 
Ochsner, served in the U.S. Army for 19 years.  
He was a veteran of Operation Desert Storm and 
Operation Enduring Freedom.  While serving on 
his fourth tour in Afghanistan with the Special 
Forces Group, his vehicle was struck by an IED.  
He is the recipient of a Purple Heart, a Bronze 
Star with three Oak Leaf Clusters and an Army 

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund 
Honoring Our Heroes, Educating Their Children

Achievement Medal. 
       Sergeant First Class Ochsner left behind his 
wife, Ann, daughter, Meagan, and son, Nicholas, 
both Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipients.  
Today, Meagan is a freshman at Meredith College 
in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Brandon England 
       Brandon England, of Selma, Alabama, is a 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient and a sophomore 
at Shelton State Community 
College, where he is majoring 
in Athletic Training.  Brandon 
credits his father, USAF Staff 
Sergeant Marcus O. Kelley, 
with teaching him both hard 
work and perseverance. 
       Brandon’s father, Staff 
Sergeant Kelley, has been 100 
percent permanently disabled 
as a result of his service to our country.  “My father 
loved his military career,” said Brandon, “and I want 
to thank him and each and every one of our military 
branches for their support and bravery.”  
Melissa and Amanda Mott
       “I look up to my Dad as a hero,” said Melissa 
Mott, a Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipient.  “I 
am tremendously fortunate to have grown up with 
such a strong and compassion-
ate parent who has taught me 
many life lessons.”   Melissa, 
of Islamorada, Florida, is a 
freshman at Florida Keys 
Community College, where she 
is majoring in Nursing.
       Melissa writes that her life 
goals have been deeply influ-
enced by all her father has gone 
through.  “Watching him go 
through the pain and frequent 
hospital trips has really inspired me to become some-
one who helps those in need,” she said. 
       Her sister, Amanda, is a junior at the University 
of Miami, majoring in Health Science. Amanda is 
also a Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipient.  “My 
father is mentally the strongest person that I have 
ever met in my life,” Amanda said.  “I admire his 

       "Your gener-
ous scholarship to 
Kate has proved a 
Godsend.  Please 
know that as an 
out-of-state 
student, and 
with her heavy 
academic require-
ments and extra-
curricular activi-
ties, tuition and 
other costs are prohibitively expen-
sive.  Please take away from all this 
that each dollar sent her direction 
will be gratefully and fully used in 
the right way.  Your role as benefac-
tors will help ensure one of the nice, 
decent hard-working children of this 
country will be in a position to give 
back to her society far more than she 
was even generously given." 

~ Dr. K. Anderson Crooks, APR, 
CPRC

Matthew Spellacy

Meagan Ochsner

Brandon England

Melissa Mott

Amanda Mott 

Thank You

Kate Crooks
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The Freedom 
Alliance Support 
Our Troops 

program, thanks to our 
generous and faithful sup-
porters, has honored and 
thanked hundreds of our 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
Guardsmen and Marines 
and their families during 
the last several months. 
       In the past year, 
Freedom Alliance has 
hosted dozens of Troop 
Appreciation Dinners for 
servicemembers and their 
families, from military 
bases and hospitals all across the country, for combat-wounded troops, as 
well as troops who have recently returned from deployment.  These dinners 
honor and thank our servicemembers for their service and sacrifice, and 

afford them an opportunity 
to enjoy time out with their 
friends, families and comrades. 
       Troop Appreciation Dinners 
are always held at the premier 
restaurant in town, and many of 
the servicemen and women in 
attendance report that they have 
never before been thanked for 
their sacrifices in such a way. 
       Senior Airman Nick, who 
attended the dinner at Ruth’s 
Chris Steak House for Eglin Air 
Force Base, thanked Freedom 

Alliance in this way: “This has by far been the most amazing appreciation 
I've had since joining the military.”
       “The event was great.  There should be more events like this,” said 
Specialist Matt, who attended the Fort Drum Warrior Transition Unit Troop 
Appreciation Dinner.  “It brings us all closer together and helps us better in 
the work place.  So thank you once again for this and good luck with your 
future missions.” 

Freedom Alliance Day with the New York Mets 

       On June 5, 
Freedom Alliance 
held its third 
Annual Military 
Appreciation Day 
in partnership with 
the New York Mets.  
800 troops and their 
families were able 
to enjoy the day and 
its many festivities, 
joining Freedom 
Alliance from 
bases around New York and New Jersey, including Fort Dix, Fort Hamilton, 
McGuire Air Force Base and West Point, among others.
       An enlistment ceremony was held prior to the game, with 12 recruits 
affirming their commitment to serve our country.  During the game, 
Marines of the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force, who are deployed in 
Afghanistan, were broadcast on the stadium’s big screen, where they said 
hello to their loved ones at home and were thanked by thousands of fans in 
attendance.  The evening ended with an amazing fireworks show.  
       Freedom Alliance thanks Steve Castleton for his tireless efforts to make 
this event possible, as well as the New York Mets and their staff.

Supporting and Honoring Our Military Heroes

A couple enjoys the Yuma Troop Appreciation Dinner. 

A family attends the Eglin Air Force Base Troop 
Appreciation Dinner at Ruth's Chris Steakhouse. 

Troops from bases around New York and New Jersey, including Fort Dix, Fort Hamilton, McGuire Air 
Force Base and West Point, attended the Freedom Alliance Day with the Mets. Marines from the 7th Marine Regiment enjoy the Twentynine Palms Troop Appreciation Dinner. 
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Supporting and Honoring Our Military Heroes
American Heroes Getaway 

       Freedom Alliance 
hosted the third annual 
American Heroes Getaway 
in Panama City, Florida – a 
five-day, all inclusive vaca-
tion for injured servicemen 
and their families. 
       Our Getaway guests 
were USMC Staff Sergeant 
Lance Hickman and Army 
Specialist Aaron Cahill. 
Both men were joined by 
their wives and children.
       Staff Sergeant Hickman 

has served in the Marines for ten years and suffers with back injuries and 
severe Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) due to combat-related injuries.  He has 
been deployed to Japan, Kuwait, Iraq and Afghanistan.
       Specialist Cahill served in Iraq and suffers back and knee injuries and 
severe TBI, also from combat-related injuries.  He is currently receiving 
treatment at Brooke Army Medical Center. 
       The week included a full day of deep-sea fishing aboard a 65’ Custom 
yacht, golf, dining 
and special treats for 
the rest of the family 
members.
       Freedom 
Alliance was proud 
to have hosted these 
servicemembers and 
their families, and 
this event would not 
have been possible 
without the generos-
ity of our faithful 
supporters.  

Support for Our Wounded Troops

       Thanks to the ongoing generosity of our donors, Freedom Alliance has 
been able to reach out to our brave defenders of freedom, especially those 
who have been wounded, to provide much-needed financial assistance.  
Some of the troops Freedom Alliance has been privileged to help include: 
       Army Sergeant Daniel, who underwent an amputation of his right hand 
at Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio, while his wife was also hos-
pitalized after a routine cosmetic surgery unexpectedly revealed a cancerous 
tumor. Freedom Alliance was able to cover the costs of airfare so the soldier’s 
mother could care for their toddler as he and his wife recovered. 

       25-year-old Army Specialist Mario 
suffered burns on 54 percent of his body 
due to an IED blast in August of 2008.  He 
has received multiple skin graft procedures 
at Brooke Army Medical Center and will 
undergo facial reconstruction surgery in 
the near future.  Freedom Alliance has been 
able to ease his financial burdens during this 
tough time.
       Army Staff Sergeant Dustin suffered 
a spinal fracture when his Quick Reaction 
Force team in Afghanistan was hit by a 
700-pound explosive. The injury left him 
a paraplegic. Freedom Alliance was able to 
help provide handicap-accessible modifica-
tions to Dustin’s home in Florida.
       During two deployments to Iraq, Army 
Private Chadd survived multiple IED blasts and a rocket blast which 
exploded 15 feet away from him. During his second deployment, Chadd and 
a group of soldiers were hit with a cluster of three 155-mm artillery rounds.  
Chadd now suffers from PTSD and TBI.  Freedom Alliance has been able to 
help Chadd with his rent and utility bills.
       Army Specialist Steven, a Purple Heart recipient, survived seven IED 
explosions while serving in Ramadi, Iraq.  As a result, he suffers with TBI 
and  PTSD from the experience, and has mobility problems, constant pain 
and memory loss.  Despite these injuries, Steven is attending the Farriers 
School to become trained in shoeing horses – a job he will pursue upon 
being medically retired.  Steven is married and has two children.  Freedom 
Alliance was honored to help purchase special equipment for Steven to pur-
sue his next career.

Cat-N-Rounds Captain Bob Miley and SST Lance Hickman enjoy the 
American Heroes Getaway by spending a day deep sea fishing. 

Army Specialist Aaron Cahill and his daughter relax and 
enjoy part of their vacation at the swimming pool. 

Freedom Alliance Director of Programs, Pepper Ailor, with sailors from the USS John C. Stennis.
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Brandi Anderson and her younger 
brother, Christian, joined Sean Hannity 
and Michael W. Smith on stage in 
Orlando to pay tribute to their father, 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael 
Anderson, who lost his life while serving 
our country. 
       Michael Anderson was killed in 
Anbar Province, Iraq, on May 2, 2004. 
He was one of five Americans whose 
lives were taken by 
an enemy mortar 
attack.  Anderson 
was a Navy 
Seabee assigned 
to Naval Mobile 
Construction 
Battalion 14 out 
of Jacksonville, 
Florida. He was 36 
years old when he 
died. 
       At the concert, 
Brandi and Christian wore buttons with 
a photo of their father on their shirts.  
Brandi was seven years old when her 
father was killed and, fighting back tears, 
explained how difficult it is to grow up 
without him. 

       “Mom tries to hide the pain,” Brandi 
said, and explained that her mom does 
everything she can to fill their lives with 
joy. Because their father lost his life 
during a combat mission, Brandi and 
Christian will be eligible for a Freedom 
Alliance scholarship in the years ahead 
when they go to college.
       At the Tulsa Freedom Concert, held 
on August 20, attendees remembered 
Corporal Scott Vincent, USMC, who 
lost his life while serving in Iraq. Scott’s 
parents, Royce 
and Judy, joined 
Sean Hannity and 
Michael W. Smith 
onstage to pay 
tribute to their son 
and all the brave 
men and women 
who have sacrificed 
their lives for our 
country. 
       Vincent was 
a member of the 2nd Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion. On April 30, 
2004, he was on patrol just outside of 
Fallujah and was killed by a suicide car 
bomber.  
       On September 3, 2004, his mom and 
dad received his prestigious Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation Medal 

with combat 
distinguishing 
device. It was 
awarded to 
their son for his 
heroic action 
in combat that 
took place a few 
weeks before he 
died. 
       Vincent 
had dreamed 
of being a U.S. 
Marine since 
he was a young 
boy. That dream 
was realized 
when he enlisted during his junior year 
of high school and later graduated boot 
camp. Following his boot camp train-
ing, he was assigned to Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina, and was a scout for a 
Light Armored Unit. During his time 
in the Marine Corps, Vincent was 
deployed three times, twice in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom and once to 
Afghanistan.  Scott Vincent lived a life 
of service and sacrifice, and Freedom 
Alliance was honored to commemorate 
his heroism, and the courage, bravery and 
sacrifice of all our troops and their fami-
lies at our Freedom Concerts this year. 

FreedOM CONCerTS
(CONTINUED FrOm PAGE 2)

Corporal Scott 
Vincent

Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Michael 
Anderson

A soldier and  his daughter enjoy the 
Cincinnati, Ohio Freedom Concert together. 

Sean Hannity comforts Royce and Judy Vincent, who lost their son, 
Corporal Scott Vincent, on April 30, 2004, in Iraq. 

Join Freedom Alliance for the Annual Army-Navy Weekend

Freedom Alliance is proud to announce the 
2010 Army-Navy weekend, which takes 
place on Friday and Saturday, December 10 

– 11 in Philadelphia, the historic birthplace of our 
nation’s Constitution. Freedom Alliance Founder 
and Honorary Chairman, LtCol Oliver North, 
USMC (Ret.), and Freedom Alliance President, 
Tom Kilgannon, will participate in the weekend’s 
programs. 
       The weekend will include a guided tour of 
Philadelphia’s historic and patriotic landmarks, 
seminars, as well as a special lunch at the famed 
Union League Club, which was founded in 1862. 
Since then, the Club has hosted U.S. Presidents, 
heads of state, entertainers and dignitaries from 
around the globe. It has also given loyal support 
to the American military in each conflict since 
the time of the Civil War, and continues to uphold 

its founding motto, “Love of Country Leads.” The 
Union League building occupies an entire city 
block and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
       Guests will also enjoy a picturesque dinner 
aboard the Moshulu, considered the best boat 
restaurant in the Philadelphia area, offering an 
unparalleled view of the city and waterfront with 
an open-air experience. 
       Our group will stay at Philadelphia’s Ritz-
Carlton, located in the historic, and recently 
renovated, Girard/Melon Bank. Finally, guests 
will enjoy the pageantry and history of the 111th 
Army-Navy football game. There, we will cele-
brate the service of Cadets and Midshipmen from 
the rival Academies and honor all those who wear 
Army or Navy uniforms.  
       For more information or to register for 

the 2010 Army-Navy weekend, please visit 
www.freedomalliance.org.  For questions, 
please contact Frank Cerutti, Vice President of 
Development, at (800) 475-6620. 

Guests will enjoy dinner aboard the Moshulu, one of the best 
restaurants in Philadelphia. 

Photo Provided
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Justin Thomas has been an Instructor with 
Freedom Alliance’s Military Leadership Academy 
(MLA) for the past three years. He is a member 
of the Corps of Cadets and a senior at Texas 
A&M University, where he is majoring in 
political science. Following this summer’s MLA, 
we conducted this interview with Instructor 
Thomas.

Why did you first decide to attend the MLA 
as a cadet in 2007, and then serve as an 
instructor for three years? 
       I first signed up as a MLA cadet because I 
had some friends in high school who attended 
two years before, and they were still talking 
about it. So I decided this was something I 
might be interested in. As a cadet, I absolutely loved it. The instructors 
were all from different branches of the military, and I looked up to them. 
We also visited the Marine Corps Museum and that’s what cemented my 
decision to become a Marine. Now as an Instructor, I hope to return that 
same favor to someone else.  

What were some of the greatest lessons you learned through your time 
in the MLA? 
       The importance of making an impact on people’s lives – I think that’s 
the greatest thing I’ve learned. Over the past several years, I’ve watched 
over 200 cadets graduate from the MLA. Many show up scared, but you 
work with them, teach them a thing or two, and they leave all smiles and 
want to come back next year. It’s great to be a part of helping kids realize 
who they are and what they want to do. Sometimes it’s a challenge, but as 
an Instructor, you also learn how to become a better and more effective 
leader, how you can improve and what your strengths and weaknesses are. 

What do you hope to teach future cadets? 
       To sum it all up, I hope to teach cadets how to become better leaders. I 
hope I can impart the best leadership traits – integrity, attention to detail, 
initiative and decisiveness.  What’s exciting is that I can watch our cadets 
grow in their leadership dramatically in just a few weeks time. Just after 
our most recent MLA session, one cadet came up to me on the last day 
and said “I don’t think I’ll ever be the same.” 

Where would you like to see yourself ten years from now?  
       Wow. I’ll be 31 years old! What I’d really like is to see myself making a 
positive impact in my community. I definitely want to work with youth. As 
Proverbs says, “train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old 
he will not depart from it.” I hope to help give a solid foundation and train 
the next generation, hopefully a little better than I have been trained.  

Justin Thomas
Service and Leadership

ger and more confident leaders and 
learn the value of service to a cause 
greater than one’s self. 
       The Academy implemented 
an improved training program 
this year, a fitting tribute to the 
Academy’s long-standing record 
of excellence, which has graduated 
over 1,000 
outstanding 
leaders since 
its inception 
in 2001. 
       This year’s 
Academy 
experience 
was anything 
but ordinary. 
Cadets were 
given a tour 
of the USS 
George H. 
W. Bush, the 
Navy’s newest 
and larg-
est aircraft 
carrier, and 
observed infantry soldiers conduct-
ing live fire missions with .50 caliber 
machine guns.  
       Students traveled from over 
20 states and came as far as Seoul, 
Korea, and Paris, France, to attend 
both Academy sessions, taking 
place from July 4 – July 17 and July 
25 – August 7. Under the sounds of 
artillery and small arms fire, com-
bined with the constant traffic of 
Humvees, mobile howitzers and for-
mations of training soldiers, cadets 
learned firsthand what it takes to 
serve in our nation’s military.    
       The Academy’s Instructor 
Staff hailed from some of the most 
professional and acclaimed ROTC 
units in the country, including the 
University of Maryland, Washington 
State University, Texas Christian 
University, and University of North 
Dakota. Also represented were the 
Texas A&M Corps of Cadets and the 
Virginia Military Institute. Special 

thanks go to Academy Director, Tim 
Strickler, who worked tirelessly to 
ensure the success of these training 
sessions. 
       These future leaders of Soldiers 
and Marines drew from their train-
ing experience to create a program 
utilizing up-to-date tactics and tech-
niques to reinforce the importance 
of teamwork and provide practical 

leadership train-
ing to cadets.  
       In addition 
to tactical train-
ing, students 
had the privilege 
of interacting 
with service-
members while 
touring various 
military instal-
lations local to 
Virginia. Hosted 
by Fort Eustis, 
Marine Corps 
Base Quantico, 
Langley Air 
Force Base, and 
Naval Station 

Norfolk, cadets received simulator 
time flying the Apache attack heli-
copter, witnessed a military working 
dog demonstration, and practiced 
operating the M-16A2 service rifle. 
Cadets toured historic sites such 
as Jamestown, Yorktown and the 
monuments in Washington, D.C. 
       To give back to those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice, Cadets con-
ducted a community service project 
revitalizing the Veterans Cemetery 
in Amelia, Virginia. 
       Cadet Leland Hansen (Class 
30) summed up his Academy 
experience: “The program was all 
and more than I ever expected…
the Academy taught me not only 
about the military and leadership, 
but about myself as well. I learned 
invaluable things that I plan to 
carry with me for the rest of my life.” 
       Thank you to Cadets and 
Instructors for making this summer 
an OUTSTANDING SUCCESS! 

“I have learned so much 
during the two weeks and 
am very grateful to have 

been a part of this awesome 
experience.  I feel that this 
camp has changed my life 

and made me a much 
greater person.  Being a 

part of this camp has given 
me the direction I need for 

my future and for that I 
thank you.”

~ Cadet Matt Swisher  

MiLiTAry LeAderSHiP ACAdeMy
(CONTINUED FrOm PAGE 1)

MLA Instructor, Justin Thomas
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For more information about Freedom Alliance, please call (800) 475-6620. 
For comments and inquiries, contact our editor at kaitlyn.czajkowski@freedomalliance.org. 

Nothing in the Freedom Alliance review is to be construed as an attempt to influence elections 
or the passage of any legislation before Congress.

Photos courtesy Freedom Alliance staff except where noted.

Kaitlyn Czajkowski
Editor

Thomas P. Kilgannon
President

LtCol Oliver L. North, USMC (Ret.)
Founder and Honorary Chairman

CombiNed FederAL CAmpAigN

designate #10780 to donate to Freedom Alliance

Each year, Freedom Alliance benefits from 
events such as golf tournaments, car shows, 
raffles and other unique events our friends 

hold to support our programs. Special thanks 
to all who have sponsored and are sponsoring 
upcoming events to benefit Freedom Alliance.  
Some previous events include: 
       The 7th Annual Outlanders Bike Party, held 
on June 5 in Luray, Virginia. The event hosted 
bikers from across the country who came out for 
a fantastic day of live music, poker runs, histori-
cal re-enactors and of course, motorcycles. The 
silent auction had some awesome items, includ-
ing a guitar autographed by Aerosmith's Steven 
Tyler and a guitar signed by country music stars 
Brooks and Dunn. Thank you to Tom, Yvonne, 
Suzanne and everyone involved for supporting 
the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.
       The Texas Water Safari, a group of six 
Marines, aptly named “Team Marines,” set out 

to conquer the Texas Water Safari, a 260 mile, 
100-hour long canoe race, said to be “the World's 
Toughest Canoe Race” in support of the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund.  Thank you to Team 
Marines – we greatly appreciate everything 
you've done to support the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund.

The 4th Annual Miami Valley Freedom 
Alliance Golf Classic, 
held the last weekend 
of July, to support the 
Scholarship Fund and 
our Support Our Troops 
Program. The two-
day golf tournament 
boasted 100 players on 
the first day and 108 on 

the second day.  Scholarship recipients Jennifer 
Mitchell, Matt Spellacy and Chrissy Smith were 
on hand to show their thanks and appreciation to 
all of the people who support Freedom Alliance 
through this great event, and help make their 
scholarships possible.
       The 1st Annual Hard Rock Cafe 
Pindependence Event, held July 16-17, to benefit 
the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.  Pin trad-
ers from around the coun-
try gathered at the Hard 
Rock Cafe in Washington 
D.C. for a day of pin trad-
ing and fun.  Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship 
recipient, Brittany Bryant, 
designed one of the pins 
for the event. Brittany's pin 
and original sketches were 
auctioned off and set a cafe 
record for the highest bid 
on a single auction item. 
Thank you to everyone at 
the Hard Rock Cafe for your 
support and friendship. 

Freedom Alliance Thanks Event Sponsors

Upcoming events to benefit Freedom Alliance
September 11 – Tour de Freedom, 150 mile bike ride
       Albany, NY – Norwalk, CT     Contact: Brett.Cornell@xerox.com
September 11 – Chick-fil-A 5k run, 8:00 am
       Dulles, VA     Contact: (703) 444-0300 or 01171@chick-fil-a.com  
September 11 - Free Car Care day!, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
       Montgomery County, MD     Contact: Josh Johnson at (866)957-2221

MemberCar and Home-Work Automotive are offering free car washes, 
diagnostics scans, brake inspection and fluid top-off services with a 
donation to the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund in honor of 9/11.

September 11 – patriot Jam, 1:00 pm 
       BT’s Sports Bar & Grill, Grain Valley, MO     Contact: (816) 867-1187

The first Patriot Jam features a silent action, raffles and live performance 
by Crossthread, Blind Date and Midwest Rebels. $5 admission and kids 
under 12 are free! 

September 11 – 9/11 remembrance day, 7:00 pm  
       Red Anchor Inn, Newaygo, MI     Contact: Scott at (231) 652-6260 ext. 4

Featuring live music from the Main Street Band and guitar legend Scott 
Faulkner, plus fabulous food and drink specials. $10.00 donation admission.  

September 26 - Tunnel to Towers run, 9:30 am 
       Brooklyn, NY     Visit: www.tunneltotowersrun.org
october 2 – 7th Annual Jacksonville marine Corps ½ marathon and 
Freedom 5K, 7:00 am
       Jacksonville, FL     Contact: (904) 731-1900 ext. 11 or 
       Visit: www.jaxmarinecorpshalfmarathon.com for more information.
November 28 – The early mustang Club of Colorado Second Annual 
Charity Car raffle
       Denver, CO     Visit: www.earlymustang.com for more information. 

The EMC is auctioning a fully restored 1966 Mustang Convertible. Raffle 
tickets are now available. 

Please contact Amy Amundson at Freedom Alliance 
by calling 800-475-6620, if you would  like to host 

an event to benefit Freedom Alliance. 

Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship recipient 
Brittany Bryant shows 
off the pin she designed 
for the 1st Annual 
Pindependence Event. 

"Team Marines" used this canoe to complete "the World's 
Toughest Canoe Race."

Photo courtesy Joe Hunt


