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Millions of military 
families through-
out the United 

States are struggling to manage 
a wide variety of stressors that 
can take a toll on relationships 
after a deployment. Injuries, de-
pression and financial strain can 
be devastating in even the most 
resilient families. 

“One way we can help them 
is to provide opportunities for 
them to reconnect with their 
families and make up for some 
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Eric McNulty (right), with LtCol Oliver North, 
and his brother, Cyle McNulty, at the 2010 
Army-Navy game. Eric and Cyle are both 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipients. Eric 
recently deployed to Afghanistan. 

Scholarship recipient Eric 
McNulty, a student at 
Sandhills Community 

College in Pinehurst, North Carolina, 
recently deployed to Afghanistan 
with his National Guard unit. Eric is a 
certified EMT and a Corporal in the 
National Guard. Prior to his deploy-
ment to Afghanistan, Eric also served 
in Iraq. 

Eric recently celebrated his first 
wedding anniversary, and he hopes 
to follow in the footsteps of his father, 
Army Master Sergeant Michael 
McNulty, and one day become an 
Army Ranger. 

Eric’s father sacrificed his life 
in June 2005, when he was killed by 
insurgents in Iraq during a house 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

SPC Louis, with his wife, Laura. Louis has been through 
17 surgeries over the past four years. Louis and Laura 
recently enjoyed a heroes vacation. 



Dozens of young and motivated high school 
students completed the Military Leadership 
Academy’s 10th session this summer, gain-

ing confidence, valuable leadership training and hands-on 
military and tactical experience. 

The Academy has trained nearly 2,000 young leaders. 
Those who complete the program leave with vital skills 
to be stronger leaders, and more equipped to serve their 
communities. Many go on to don a military uniform and 
protect our way of life.

“Prior to camp Trey was a little unsure of what to 
expect. When I picked him up today, he was confi-
dent, happy and encouraged to continue his pur-
suit of a career in the military. I have never seen 
my son so proud and excited about anything. His 
experience has ignited a flame in him that I hope 
he carries with him for the rest of his life,” shared 
the mother of one cadet, Trey Johnson. 

The Academy’s two-week training program is 
developed and executed by ROTC cadets, mid-
shipmen and recently commissioned officers. The 
program combines academic instruction, includ-
ing land navigation, leadership and ethical discus-
sions, along with field training, squad tactics and 
military drill. Students are challenged to hone their 
leadership skills in a practical setting.

In addition to field training, cadets receive behind the scenes 
tours of military installations in the Virginia area, including tours of 
the F-22 Raptor, the Marine Corps Martial Arts Center of Excellence, 
and the Marine Corps Sunset Parade at the Marine Corps War Me-
morial located in Washington, D.C.

“Going to the Military Leadership Academy was one of the best 
experiences I have ever had. Not only did I learn more about the 
military and get to experience a little part of it, but I also appreciate 
my good fortune of being an American even more,” said Cadet Kath-
erine Clarke, a student from Cleveland Heights, Ohio. 

Thank you to Academy Director, Tim Strickler, and to the Cadets 
and Instructors for making this summer a resounding SUCCESS! 
Visit the Academy’s website at www.MLACamp.com to learn more.  
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Military Leadership Academy: 
Raising Up Tomorrow’s Generation of Leaders

Ollie North addresses 
the Academy students 
(right).   
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Like many Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipi-
ents, Carrie Anne Johnson has distinguished 
herself as a young American leader, and we are 

proud of her many outstanding accomplishments. Recent-
ly, Carrie was awarded the 2011 “Take Pride in America” 
National Youth Volunteer Award.   

According to the Department of the Interior (DOI), 
Carrie has contributed more than $5 million worth of eco-
nomic benefits to lands managed by the DOI. “The contri-
butions made by the Take Pride in America award winners 
are a prime example of the President’s call to service to 
enhance and promote America’s Great Outdoors,” said 
DOI Secretary Ken Salazar.

Carrie has always had a love for nature, animals and 
our environment. Six years ago she initiated a project to 
clear invasive autumn olive trees from the Cedar Swamp 
State Wildlife Area in Delaware. Her volunteer teams also 

planted over a thousand na-
tive trees such as American 
holly, popular, red maple, 
and cedar. 

Carrie will be entering 
her second year at Unity Col-
lege in Maine. She is major-
ing in captive wildlife care 
and education. Her father, 
Army SGT Paul A. Johnson, 
is 100 percent disabled due to 
an injury he received while 
serving in Desert Storm. 

Freedom Alliance is 
proud to provide the children 
of our American heroes with college scholarships, and we 
congratulate Carrie on her recent accomplishments! 

There are almost as many ways to give to Freedom 
Alliance as there are needs to be met. To select the best 
option for you, carefully consider your objectives and 
personal financial strategy to find the best fit for your 
lifestyle and desires.

Planned gifts enable Freedom Alliance supporters 
to leave a legacy and help us to continue our mission of 
advancing the American heritage of freedom by honor-
ing and encouraging military service, defending US 
sovereignty and promoting a strong national defense. 
The most common Planned Gift is a simple bequest. 
Bequests are provisions made in your Will 
or Trust that specifically set forth the 
portion or actual dollar amount 
that you wish transferred to 
Freedom Alliance after death.

If you have questions, 
please contact Frank Cerutti, 
Vice President, Development 
at 800-475-6620.

clearing operation. Over 
his 20 year military career, 
Sergeant McNulty was 
awarded over 20 medals, 
including three Bronze 
Stars and the Purple Heart. 
An Army Ranger, he 
was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery and 
is survived by his wife, 
Paula, and children, Cyle, 
Eric, Katie and Rebecca. 
Cyle and Rebecca are 
also Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship recipients. In 
2010, Freedom Alliance 
was honored to host Cyle 

and Eric for the 111th 
Army-Navy game. 

Not surprisingly, 
many Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship recipients are 
distinguished students, rec-
ognized community lead-
ers and brave patriots. 

Each year, Freedom 
Alliance has the distinct 
honor of providing out-
standing young students, 
the sons and daughters of 
American heroes, with col-
lege scholarships. These 
scholarships help students 
go to college while reduc-
ing the burden of debt, and 
serve as a reminder that 
grateful Americans have not 
forgotten the service and 
sacrifice of their parents. 

ScHOLARSHIp 
RecIpIeNt 
depLOyS tO 
AFgHANIStAN
(CONTINUED FrOm PAGE 1)

Carrie Anne Johnson
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Robert and his wife attend a Freedom 
Alliance Troop Appreciation Dinner at 
the Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse in 
Richmond, Virginia. 



USMC Sgt Joshua was on his third deployment to 
Iraq in September 2004, when he was hit by an IED 
explosion in Husaybah. Joshua was shot five times in 
his legs before he was rescued. Due to the shrapnel 
damage and bullet wounds, he suffered extensive nerve 
damage. Joshua also suffers from degenerative disc 
disease, arthritis at multiple injury sites and traumatic 
brain injury caused from the blast of the IED. 

He and his wife have three children, ages five, 
seven and eight. Joshua and his family were recently 
honored by their hometown team, the Houston As-
tros, when Joshua threw out the first pitch at the game. 
Freedom Alliance was privileged to provide Joshua and 

his family with 
financial as-
sistance, which 
enabled them to 
cover the cost of 
their car repairs. 
Thanks to the 
ongoing gen-
erosity of our 
donors, Free-
dom Alliance 
has been able to 
financially assist Sgt Joshua and other brave defenders 
of freedom. 

Joshua with his family at the Houston Astros 
game, where he threw the first pitch.
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A young Freedom Alliance volunteer prepares Gifts from Home 
care boxes to send to our troops serving overseas. 

In July, Freedom Alliance was honored to host 
troops and their families from Fort Riley for a night 
out at the Whiskey 
and Fire Creek Grill. 

Dinners such as 
these are a time of 
healing and relaxation 
for troops. Army SGT 
Simei attended the 
dinner, along with 
his wife and four 
children. During his 
service in Iraq, Simei 
suffered four IED 
blasts, which left him 
with many injuries, 
including severe TBI 
and PTSD. He often 
needs to return to the 
hospital for treatment. “Thank you very much for 
the dinner and most of all for listening to our story,” 
his wife shared with Freedom Alliance after the din-
ner.    



Bob Hamer is a living legend in the law enforce-
ment community, having spent more than two 
decades as an undercover agent for the FBI. In 

his career, Hamer skillfully penetrated some of the most 
dangerous organizations operating in America, including 
the Russian and Sicilian mafias, organized crime groups 
from Asia and Mexico, and Los Angeles street gangs.

He successfully posed as a drug dealer, contract killer, 
degenerate gambler, and a weapons dealer. In many ways, 
however, his most difficult assignment was when he posed 
as a pedophile in order to infiltrate a group of sexual devi-
ants who preyed on innocent children. 

You can read about Bob’s career in his book, THE 
LAST UNDERCOVER. With your gift of $75 to Freedom 
Alliance, we will send you an autographed copy that you 
will not be able to put down once you begin reading it. 
Bob’s most recent book, TARGETS DOWN, is soon to be 
a major motion picture. Editors at the Freedom Alliance 
Review recently sat down with Bob for a brief interview. 

 
Q: In a short period of time, how do you gain the trust 
of those you are trying to take down? 

Hamer: You have to build a story that you believe and 
that you can sell. You have to love the work and believe in 
yourself. You’ve got to be quick on your feet, but you can’t 
dominate the conversation. You have to know who you are 
both in the real world and the undercover world, because 
you are on a high wire without a net. If you make a mistake 
on the street, you might blow the case or risk getting your-
self killed. 

Q: You seem like a nice guy. How did you pass yourself 
off as a criminal for so many years? 

Hamer: You have to be one of the bad guys without 
becoming one of them. There is a line you can’t cross. You 
have to walk up to that line, but you can’t go over it.

Q: How did you get started in this line of work?

Hamer: I reported to my first FBI office in San Diego in 
September 1979, and within six months I assumed my first 
undercover role – it was an organized crime case. That very 

first meeting with the 
informant, my knees were 
shaking—not from fear but 
from adrenaline. I met the 
target, and we hit it off. I 
came away with an adrenaline high that lasted for the rest of 
my career. 

Q: Do you miss it?

Hamer: I do miss the work. I miss the adrenaline rush of 
being undercover, but not to the point that I would go work 
for some private detective agency. If the FBI called me back, 
yeah, I would love it. I had 26 great years in the FBI.
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On July 28, 2011, Jeopardy!, the popular American 
quiz show, featured a question on Freedom Alliance 
founder and honorary chairman, LtCol Oliver North. 

Bob Hamer, author of 
THE LAST 
UNDERCOVER. Get your signed 

copy today 
with a $75 gift to 

Freedom Alliance!



of the quality time they lost,” said Freedom Alliance Ex-
ecutive Director Calvin Coolidge.

Recently Freedom Alliance brought together two 
military families for a heroes vacation in Panama City, 
Florida, as part of our “Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacations.” 
These vacations give Freedom Alliance the opportunity to 
thank and honor our heroes and their families, by provid-
ing them the recognition and appreciation they’ve earned 
while serving our country.

Sgt. Jeremy Thomas, 34, has served in the Army for 
four years and was injured during his deployment to Iraq 
February 2011. An IED blast caused traumatic brain in-
juries as well as a severe foot injury that has kept him in a 
wheel chair with braces on both of his legs. Jeremy and his 
wife Rosie have a four year old son, Scott, and a five year 
old daughter, Beverly.

Jeremy’s injuries neces-
sitate physical therapy and 
surgeries at military hospi-
tals away from their home 
in Texas. Talking about the 
stresses of living in guest 
houses brought tears to Rosie’s 
eyes. “We really needed this, 
we were at each others throats 
before,” said Rosie. “When 
we heard we had been chosen 
for the vacation we couldn’t 
believe it, it was too good to 
be true.” 

SPC Louis, 27, enlisted in the United States Army in 
January of 2005. He was deployed to Iraq in March of 2007 
and just two months later his truck was hit by a roadside 
bomb. During the blast Louis suffered multiple body 
burns, a leg injury and lost the lower part of his jaw. Louis 
has been through 17 surgeries over the past four years 
and is currently in a medical boarding program that has 
separated him from his wife Laura and their five month 
old baby, Stella.

“We have never been on vacation together,” said 
Laura, “This was like our honeymoon.”

Through out the week 
the families stayed at the 
Bay Point Marriot Gulf Resort 
and Spa. They each received $1,000 AMEX gift card for 
activities and were provided with child care services and 
two spa treatments of their choice. They dined at the best 
restaurants in the Panama City area, rented jet skis, went 
to Wonder Works, Gulf World, Shipwreck Island Water 
Park and even chartered a large yacht provided by Galati 
Yachts for an all day fishing trip for the men. 

“I swam with dolphins, in the wild,” said Laura. “We 
got a chance to do things we never could or would have 
done. It was amazing.”

Freedom Alliance is proud to have had the privilege of 
hosting these families; however it would not have been pos-
sible without the generosity and support that our donors 
have shown.

HeROeS vAcAtION
(CONTINUED FrOm PAGE 1)
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For more information about Freedom Alliance, please call (800) 475-6620. 
For comments and inquiries, contact our editor at kaitlyn.czajkowski@freedomalliance.org. 

Nothing in the Freedom Alliance Review is to be construed as an attempt to 
influence elections or the passage of any legislation before congress.

photos courtesy Freedom Alliance staff except where noted.

CombiNed FederAL CAmpAigN

designate #10780 to donate to Freedom Alliance

Please contact Amy Amundson at Freedom 
Alliance by calling 800-475-6620, if you would  

like to host an event to benefit Freedom Alliance. 

All Year – Our Heroes; Riding for the Children of 
Fallen Servicemembers
Dan Ott has already put 6,464 miles of his goal of 
biking 11,000 miles this year behind him. Visit Dan’s 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/ourheroes, to 
follow the ride!

September 10 – 2nd Annual Chick-fil-A 5k Race 
& 1 Mile Fun Run in Sterling, Virginia  
Register today at www.prraces.com! 
 
September 11 –  9/11 Remembrance Event, 
Newaygo, Michigan 
Join the Red Anchor Inn for an afternoon of fun 
and to honor the 10th anniversary of 9/11.  The 
Remembrance event is from 2-8 pm and will have 
BBQ and live music. Come out and show your sup-
port for the military and their children!

September 23 – 6th Annual Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund Charity & Networking Golf 
Tournament in Temecula, California  
Go to www.talentscalellc.com/golf.php for more 
information or to register.

October 1 – 8th Annual Jacksonville Marine 
Corps ½ Marathon in Jacksonville, Florida
The 8th annual Jacksonville Marine Corps 
Marathon and Freedom 5K is voted one of the 
top ten running cities in the nation by Runner’s 
World magazine. A portion of the proceeds from 
the marathon go to benefit the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund. Please go to www.jaxmarine-
corpshalfmarathon.com for more information.

November 27 – 3rd Annual Early Mustang Club of 
Colorado Charity Car Raffle in Denver, Colorado
This year’s car is a modified 1985 Mustang GT 
and proceeds benefit the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund. Go to www.earlymustang.com/
The_Early_Mustang_Club/2011_Car_Raffle.html 
for more information on purchasing raffle tickets.

Thank you to Josh Hindman and the Emerging 
Leaders at Briar Cliff University for hosting an 
Armed Forces Gala to support Freedom Alliance!

Thank you to the Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum and 
Kersting’s Cycle Center for donating part of the proceeds from 
the train rides and motorcycle run to the Scholarship Fund!

Thank you to John Nevola for generously donating a por-
tion of the proceeds of his book, The Last Jump, to the Schol-
arship Fund. Your dedication is greatly appreciated!

The band Til September has been collecting donations 
for the Scholarship Fund at their gigs for the last several years.  
Thank you to everyone in the band for your continued support!

A huge thank you to Al Scott and all of our friends in the 
Miami Valley area who helped make the 5th Annual Freedom 
Alliance Golf Classic the best one yet!  Your support is an 
instrumental part of our success.

Thank you to Ray O’Lenic and everyone involved with mak-
ing the 3rd Annual BuckEye Cam Bow Shoot a great fundrais-
er for the Support Our Troops program!  

Thank you to Tom Lynch and everyone involved with the 
Big Sky Pro Rodeo’s Patriot Night! Before the rodeo, a Troop 
Appreciation Dinner was held to show the troops just how 
much their service means.


