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of gratitude to our returning troops 
is appreciated.  Your patriotism is a 
great tribute to all members of the NJ 
National Guard.”

The Freedom Alliance 
Support Our Troops pro-
gram first assisted this unit last 
December right after they deployed 
to Iraq, requesting a Christmas 
“Wish List” of gifts for their chil-
dren on their parents’ behalf.  
Freedom Alliance then purchased, 
wrapped and shipped the gifts to 
the children for their parents.

150 Airmen and 
their families 
from McGuire 
Air Force Base 
for their service 
and sacrifice to 
our country by 
hosting a Troop 
Appreciation 
Luncheon in 
New Jersey.  
These Airmen 
serve in the 
New Jersey 
Air National 
Guard and had 
just returned from Iraq, where 
they were providing security at 
Baghdad’s Sathur Air Force Base.  
Everyone who deployed returned 
safely to their families.

Brigadier General Michael 
Cunniff, commanding officer of 
the 108th Air Refueling Wing, 
presented Freedom Alliance 
President Tom Kilgannon with a 
certificate of appreciation, which 
read, “I want to express my deepest 
appreciation for the welcome home 
luncheon you provided to our Security 
Forces Squadron.  Your expression 
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Supporting Our Troops At Home and Abroad

Luncheon co-sponsor and Freedom Alliance 
volunteer Steve Castleton (left) and luncheon 
co-sponsor Robert Beausoliel of Aquarius 
(right) with Technical Sergeant Georgeson and 
his family during the New Jersey lunch.

Harry’s Restaurant co-owner Frank Casano 
(right) with Freedom Alliance Program Officer 
Alicia Bruns and troops from Fort Dix.

NJ Air National Guard Brigadier General Michael Cunniff (left) and Command 
Chief Master Sergeant Vincent Morton present Tom Kilgannon with a 
certificate of appreciation at the New Jersey Troop Luncheon.

Each day, American service-
members selflessly defend 
our great nation thou-

sands of miles from their friends 
and families.  Freedom Alliance 
honors these men and women 
through our many Support Our 
Troops activities.  This year, 
we have held numerous Troop 
Appreciation Events; sent more 
than 50 care package shipments 
to Iraq and Afghanistan and 
hosted GameTime! events for our 
combat wounded troops and their 
families.  Our support activities 
also include grants of financial 
assistance for wounded troops 
recuperating in the hospital.

Troop Appreciation Dinners
Freedom Alliance regularly 

hosts Troop Appreciation Dinners 
for military personnel around the 
country to honor their service.  
The dinners offer an opportunity 
for our troops to enjoy time out 
with their friends, family or fellow 
servicemembers.  

Thanks to our generous sup-
porters, Freedom Alliance hosted 
16 dinners in 2007 and already 
in 2008, we have hosted 15 
Troop Appreciation Dinners and 
Luncheons.  More than 900 troops 
and their families have attended 
these dinners and many more are 
planned for the months ahead.

Freedom Alliance honored 

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund 2008 Graduates

"2008 GRADUATES" CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Calvin Coolidge

Jen Pusatere

Kelly Travis

Congratulations to the Freedom Alliance Scholarship
Fund Class of 2008 who graduated from college this spring.  
We commend them on their dedication and determination.  

Many have received a Freedom Alliance Scholarship for all four years 
of college and will graduate with degrees from such distinguished 
institutions as the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA), 
the University of Florida, the University of Oklahoma, Texas A&M, 
the University of Illinois, Villanova University and Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University, among many others.    

Many of our Scholarship Fund recipients who have graduated will 
begin their careers now, while others will continue their education.  
Highlighted here are a few of our graduates.  We wish them and all our 
graduates much happiness and success as they continue their journeys 
through life.

Bryce Hattamer, of Gwinn, Michigan, gradu-
ated with a degree in Computer Science from St. 
Norbert College in De Pere, Wisconsin.  Following 
graduation, Bryce will begin work for Akaio Software 
near Seattle, Washington.  Bryce’s father, Army Staff 
Sergeant Stephen Hattamer, was killed in action on 
Christmas Day, 2003 while serving in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and was awarded the Bronze Star for his 
bravery and service to our country and the Purple Heart.

“My father’s service in the military makes me proud,” said Bryce.  “He 
had the great privilege and honor of serving our country.  What greater 
responsibility could there be?  I am proud of him and I know he would be 
proud of my actions.”
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Congratulations to 
all the Scholarship Fund 
Graduates!  Through the gen-
erosity of thousands of Great 
Americans, Freedom Alliance 
is proud to have helped their 
college education dreams 
come true, reminding them 
that their parents’ sacrifice 
will never be forgotten by a 
grateful nation. 

Douglas Stein graduated from the University 
of Illinois with a degree in Chemistry.  Doug’s 
father, U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel John Stein, 
was killed in a helicopter crash during a medical 
evacuation mission in Afghanistan during Operation 
Enduring Freedom.   He is the recipient of a Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, a merito-
rious Service Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster and an Air Force 
Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. 

This coming fall, Doug will begin his medical training at the 
Rush Medical College of Rush University in Chicago, Illinois.  
Interestingly, the Rush Medical College is named in honor of  Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, the only physician with medical school training to 
sign the Declaration of Independence.

Barbara Stein, Doug’s mother, sent Freedom Alliance a letter of 
appreciation, saying, “Doug has had the Freedom Alliance scholarship 
for three years.  Because of your organization and the generous donors, I 
have not had to worry about school costs.  Doug is set to graduate in May 
and to then go on to medical school.  From the bottom of my heart, I want 
to thank you for your support and encouragement.”

Hollie Hurley, of Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
graduated from the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte with a degree in Health Communications.  
Hollie’s father, Army Sergeant Major Patrick Hurley, 
was killed in a helicopter crash during Operation 
Desert Storm.  Sergeant Major Hurley, a member of the 
elite Army Rangers, proudly served his country for 19 
years, including seeing action in Panama and Grenada.

“The experience of losing my father has forever inspired and shaped 
my life,” said Hollie.  “I am now graduating with a degree in Health 
Communications.  I have always wanted to help people and possibly 
restore something that was taken away – a parallel of my own life.”

Hollie’s brother, Joshua, is also a Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
student now completing his freshman year at the Guilford College in 
Greensboro, NC.

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund has already received a record num-
ber of scholarship applications for the 2008-2009 academic year.  If you know 
an eligible student, please let him or her know the scholarship application is 
available online at www.freedomalliance.org or by phone at (800) 475-6620.www.freedomalliance.org or by phone at (800) 475-6620.www.freedomalliance.org

Melissa Napolitano, of Phoenix, Arizona, gradu-
ated from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in 
Prescott, Arizona, with a degree in Global Security and 
Intelligence.  Melissa’s father, Army Corporal Dominic 
Napolitano, is a Purple Heart recipient and is 100 per-
cent permanently disabled.  We would like to share 
with you a letter we received from Melissa.

Dear Lt.Col. Oliver North and Freedom Alliance,

I have received your scholarship since 2004 and I want to extend 
my thanks and tell you how much it has helped me through my college 
experience.  Your scholarship has relieved a great deal of financial stress 
from my shoulders.  Words will never be able to express how honored I am 
to have received your scholarship.

I am completing my final year at Embry-Riddle with a degree in 
Global Security and Intelligence Studies.  During my junior year, I was 
the first ever student from my school to be chosen for an internship with 
USNORTHCOM in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  Now I am planning 
on obtaining a Master’s degree in International Relations and Political 
Science. 

Once again, I just wanted extend my deepest thanks and appreciation 
for the aid you have given me in pursuing my undergraduate degree and 
allowing me to come one step closer to fulfilling my dreams.  Freedom 
Alliance will be in my thoughts on graduation day.

Sincerely, Melissa Napolitano   

Patrick McGrath, from Johnson City, New York, graduated 
with a Mechanical Engineering degree from Villanova University in 
Pennsylvania.  Patrick’s father, Army Captain Vincent 
McGrath, is 100 percent permanently disabled.  After 
graduating in the Top Three of his engineering class 
at Villanova, Patrick will begin work on maritime 
navigation with Lockheed Martin while obtaining his 
Masters degree from Syracuse University in Syracuse, 
New York.

Patrick’s sister, Tara, also a Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship recipient, is a junior majoring in Commerce and Finance 
at Loyola College in Maryland.

Lauren Dwyer received her undergraduate degree 
in Public Relations from the University of Florida. 
Lauren is the daughter of Navy Lieutenant Robert 
Dwyer, who was killed during the first Gulf War when 
his F-18 crashed returning from a mission.  Lieutenant 
Dwyer was the recipient of the Purple Heart.  Neither 
Lieutenant Dwyer nor his plane were ever recovered.  

Lauren was only three years old when her father was killed.
“I have a beautifully carved wooden chest with his flight suit, his 

Purple Heart, letters, a pair of blue jeans he last wore, tapes with Rock and 
Roll music he listened to while sitting in his airplane on watch during war 
and pictures of our last trip to Disney World the Christmas right before he 
left for the Gulf.”

After graduating in the top of her class, Lauren plans to attend 
law school.

Reaping the Rewards of Hard Work: A Look at a Few of Our 2008 Graduates
"SCHOLARSHIP FUND" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A Special Message From Oliver North and Sean Hannity
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Through the generosity of many patriotic Americans, includ-
ing those featured here, the Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
Fund provides college scholarships to young Americans, 

reminding them that their parents’ sacrifice will never be forgotten 
by a grateful nation.  We are most grateful to our special friends who 
have designed their own creative ways to raise funds for the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund.

Fourth Annual Aerotek Golf Tournament

On September 19, Doug Poldrugo and our good friends at Aerotek 
will host the Fourth Annual Aerotek and Freedom Alliance Charity and 
Networking Golf Tournament.  The tournament will again be held at 
the Red Hawk Golf Club in Temecula, California.

Doug, a former Marine from the San Diego area, is Director of 
Business Operations for Aerotek, an agency that provides staffing sup-
port for Department of Defense contractors, the Marines and the Navy.  

“I first heard about the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund on the Sean 
Hannity radio show.  I felt as a former Marine, this was a great cause and 
something that people should be supporting.  I thought that since Aerotek is 
in San Diego County and is in close proximity to military bases, that this was 
the perfect fit.”  

An avid golfer, Doug has participated in many networking events 
– usually golf tournaments.  He realized that since these tournaments 
were good fundraising vehicles and Aerotek and its employees and cli-
ents are surrounded by military families, that a golf tournament could 
be a big success.  

“Every year, Aerotek invites Marines from Camp Pendleton to the golf 
tournament to honor them for their service to our country and also as a ‘real-
ity check’ to the other golfers.  The first year, we had 10 Marines attend and 
each of them had received a Purple Heart. Several had two or more Purple 
Hearts.  One Marine had visible scars from his service and the golfers were so 
humbled. It was very moving and special for everyone who attended.” 

Doug believes everyone should be supporting a charity.  “You need 
to reach out.  You will be surprised at what you can create if you put forth the 
effort and leverage it for a good cause.” 

Freedom Alliance thanks Aerotek and Doug for sponsoring this fine 
charity event which donated more than $30,000 to Freedom Alliance 
from their 2007 Tournament.  We also thank and salute Doug for his 
brave service to our country.  Semper Fidelis, Doug!

Veterans Race for Freedom Alliance

On April 4, the Student Veterans Association, a group of veterans 
who had served in Iraq and Afghanistan and who are attending George 
Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, presented the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund with a $3,000 contribution.  The funds were raised by 
a 5K run held on March 29.

“It is veterans helping veterans,” Student Veterans Association 
President and Iraq War veteran Peter Nguyen said.  There are currently 
more than 750 veterans who are students at George Mason University. 

“It was so moving to accept this check from these young men who served 
our country and now want to help their fellow servicemen and women,” said 
Freedom Alliance Senior Development Officer Kathy Rothschild, who 
accepted the gift on behalf of the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.

Freedom Alliance thanks the George Mason University Student 
Veterans Association members for their support and service to our coun-
try.

These are but a few of the many supporters who host events to ben-
efit the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund and Support Our 
Troops program.  We thank everyone who has hosted a benefit event 
for their dedication, commitment and hard work for Freedom Alliance 
and encourage others with creative event ideas to contact Shannon 
Sullivan, Freedom Alliance Development Officer for Events, at (703) 
444-7940.  

Golf and Great Running for Freedom Alliance

Participants from the 2006 Aerotek and Freedom Alliance Charity and Networking Golf 
Tournament.

Save the Date 

2009 Freedom Cruise and Conference
The 2009 Freedom Cruise and Conference sets sail on June 12, 

2009, on Holland America’s ms Eurodam for the Gems of the Baltic 
Cruise from Copenhagen, Denmark, visiting the ports of Berlin; 
Tallinn, Estonia; St. Petersburg; Helsinki; Stockholm; and Kiel, 
Germany, before returning to Copenhagen.  Our conference will fea-
ture lectures by leading policy and military authorities, including our 
Founder and Honorary Chairman Oliver North and President Tom 
Kilgannon.  Seminars will take place throughout the trip and cover 
topics addressing America’s national defense, constitutional prin-
ciples, the Cold War and the fall of the Berlin Wall, globalization and 
the defense of American sovereignty, among many other topics.  For 
more information, please contact Jennifer Pusatere, Freedom Alliance 
Director of Development, at (800) 475-6620.

Copenhagen, Denmark

Photo Provided
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Freedom Alliance 
was proud to honor 
more than 40 troops in 
February by hosting a 
dinner at the very elegant 
Harry’s Steakhouse in 
lower Manhattan.  All 
troops who attended were 
recovering from injuries 
at the Warrior Transition 
Unit (WTU) at Fort Dix 
in New Jersey.  Freedom 
Alliance owes a great debt 
of gratitude to the owners 
of Harry’s, including Frank 
Casano, for sponsoring the 
dinner and being terrific 
hosts. 

Frank Siller, brother 
of fallen New York City 
firefighter Stephen Siller – 
2006 recipient of Freedom 
Alliance’s Defender of 
Freedom Award – was also 
in attendance.  Frank told 
how his brother perished 
in the Twin Towers on 
9/11, less than a mile 
from the restaurant and 
thanked the troops from 
Fort Dix for fighting on 
behalf of his brother, 
Stephen, and all those 
who were killed on 9/11.

Army Sergeant Jesse Ordunez explained that this event, and the 
support shown to him during it, helped him make a decision to reenlist 
in the United States Army.  In an email he explained:

Before our dinner at Harry’s I was unsure of a few things in my life, 
one being the military.  I wasn’t sure if I was coming or going. I was 
ready to get out; however, that night my mind was changed. It wasn’t 
because of the food or fine wine. It was because of the people that are a 
part of Freedom Alliance and those who support them. It was because 
of people just like those present at Harry’s Steakhouse.  The owners and 
staff were not there just to work that night.  They were there to show us 
just how much people care for us soldiers.  Seeing this, I could tell that 
the things they said and did were sincere and from the heart.  They 
wanted us present that night.  Freedom Alliance and Harry’s showed 
me just how many people care for us soldiers. For that I am grateful 
and will continue to serve this great nation and its people.

 Thank you,
 SGT. Jesse Ordunez, 
 438th Military Police Co.

"SUPPORT OUR TROOPS" CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gifts and Goodies for our Troops in the “Sandbox” 
Another major project of Freedom Alliance’s Support Our 

Troops program involves sending care package shipments to our troops 
serving overseas, mainly in Iraq and Afghanistan, to thank them for 
their dedication and service to the United States of America.

Generous Americans who support Freedom Alliance have made it 
possible for more than 50 shipments weighing over 1,000 pounds to 
be sent overseas (so far this year) to let our brave defenders of freedom 
know we are thanking them, thinking of them and keeping them in our 
prayers.

The “Gifts From Home” shipments include hand-held games, toilet-
ries, wet wipes, pre-
paid international 

long distance calling 
cards, DVD movies, 
candy, magazines, 
books, non-perish-
able treats and so 
much more.  We 
also include cards 
and letters from 

Americans all across 
the country who 

have written a note 
to our troops via the 

Freedom Alliance 
website: www.

freedomalliance.org.

Airmen and their families eating great food and having fun during the Troop Appreciation 
Luncheon in New Jersey.

"Freedom Alliance showed me just how many people care for us soldiers." – Sergeant Jesse Ordunez

A young soldier, his wife and daughter at the Brooke Army 
Medical Center Troop Appreciation Dinner in Texas.

Our troops in Iraq enjoy opening packages from Freedom Alliance.

2008 Troop Appreciation Dinners *

Honoring Troops From

Bethesda Naval Hospital, MD
Fort Sill, OK

McGuire Air Force Base, NJ
Fort Dix, NJ

Brooke Army Medical Center, TX
Fort Carson, CO

Fort Huachuca, AZ
Fort Bliss, TX

Fort Bragg, NC
Fort Campbell, KY

Naval Medical Center San Diego, CA
Naval Construction Battalion Center 

   Port Hueneme, CA
Fort Drum, NY
Fort Riley, KS

Fort Leonard Wood, MO

*as of May 31, 2008

Alicia Bruns

Photo provided

Soldiers from the Warrior Transition Unit at Fort Bragg 
with Tom Kilgannon and Freedom Alliance Board Member, 
Virginia State Senator Ralph Smith, at the Mash House in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina.

Alicia Bruns

Pepper Ailor
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GameTime!
Since 2006, Freedom Alliance has been hosting monthly GameTime!

for wounded and recuperating troops from Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center at the ESPN Zone in downtown Washington, D.C.   Our 
troops, along with their spouses and children, thoroughly enjoy an 
afternoon of high-energy fun at the “ultimate sports spot with all of 
the techno advances you could want, including a TV the size of a barn, 
and a gazillion TV monitors for multi-game viewing and tons of skill-
testing interactive games.”

Freedom Alliance has treated hundreds of our troops from Walter 
Reed and their families to a really fun experience at the ESPN Zone, 
where sport is king and the hearty American fare is delicious and plen-
tiful. The ESPN Zone takes the concept of sports entertainment to a 
whole new level and our wonderful troops 
love it!  “We had a wonderful day.  Our son 
really enjoys the ESPN Zone a lot. Thank you 
for this and keep it up,” said serviceman 
Tommy.

GameTime! is a welcome break from hos-
pital food and (for many) a rough rehabilita-
tion schedule and an opportunity for families 
to just enjoy special time together.  “Your 
Freedom Alliance staff was so kind and courte-
ous to us.  The ESPN Zone always provides us 
wounded warriors with plenty of food fellowship 
and fun.  I plan on being a regular as long as 
time allows.  Great Job!,” said Erica.

We are honored to host these events to 
say “Thank You” to our men and women 
in uniform.  Special thanks to our Freedom 
Alliance donors who make this program possible. 

Marco, who attended one of our GameTime! events, was injured in 
Iraq when an IED exploded near his vehicle. He is a double amputee 
(one arm, one leg) and he goes through about two hours of physical 
therapy a day.  He and his mother live in the Fisher House at Walter 
Reed.  “This event is always fun.  My Mom and I appreciate you and all you 
do for us.  Thanks a million,” he said.

Grants for Our Wounded Troops
Freedom Alliance also provides financial grants to wounded troops 

and their families.  We receive requests from troops who are recuperat-
ing in military hospitals far from their families. Some grants cover air-
fare so family members can be with their loved one while he or she is 
hospitalized and in rehab or to assist with other financial burdens.  We 
wanted to share some of their stories:

SFC Gregory was serving in Afghanistan when his vehicle was 
struck by an IED.  He was pulled out through the flames, barely surviv-
ing.  He sustained third degree burns, a 
fractured leg, and lost part of his intes-
tine.  The grant was used for child care 
and home expenses.

SPC Helmer was riding in a humvee 
when he was hit with an IED and suffered 
a concussion.  At Walter Reed he was 
diagnosed with traumatic brain injury 
due to small cracks in his brain.  He used 
his grant to bring his family close to him 
during his recovery.

SPC Adam was wounded in Fallujah 
by a bomb blast, sustaining wounds from 
shrapnel hitting his face, causing superfi-
cial wounds and complete loss of vision 
and will require reconstructive surgery to 
his nose.  The grant was used to pay fam-
ily bills.

SPC Alexander sustained traumatic brain injury from an IED 
blast.  He has trouble functioning on his own without guidance.  The 
grant was used to provide for basic necessities while he recovers from 
his injuries. 

Freedom Alliance, with the support of many generous Americans, 
and in partnership with  Strikeouts for Troops, has awarded many thou-
sands of dollars to wounded troops who desperately needed our help.  
Grants are provided to military personnel wounded in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom within the last two years and 
who are currently recovering in a military hospital.  

A soldier enjoys a moment with 
his young daughter during a 
GameTime! hosted by Freedom 
Alliance.

Wounded soldiers from Walter Reed Army Medical Center at the ESPN Zone for GameTime! 

Happy Valentine’s Day! Freedom Alliance staff member Laura Bush delivers Valentines 
and roses to troops at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center.

"Freedom Alliance showed me just how many people care for us soldiers." – Sergeant Jesse Ordunez

Valentines For Our Troops

Supporters Doug and Peggy 
Casement spend time with Army 
SPC Mary, who lost both of her 
arms in Iraq.

Alicia Bruns

Greg Foster

Jen Pusatere

Staff Photo
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Medellin is a case in point. When the ICJ issued its ruling, 
President Bush caved – not to international authority, but to 
international opinion. “I have determined,” the President wrote 
to the Attorney General, “that the United States will discharge its 
international obligations under the decision of the International 
Court of Justice...by having State courts give effect to the deci-
sion.” 

He did so because he was under diplomatic and media 
pressure for mishaps at Abu Ghraib, false accusations about 
Guantanamo Bay, and for hurting the delicate feelings of our 
European allies. It was a crass political decision to put the inter-
ests of global elites and their glee club in the State Department 
over those of justice.  

So the good news is that a 
majority of the Supreme Court 
understands that “international 
law” is conceptual and voluntary. 
The bad news is that too many in 
government believe that the U.S. 
should be bound at all costs by 
the UN Charter, the World Trade 
Organization, the International 
Seabed Authority, and the 
International Criminal Court, to 
name a few. 

This cornucopia of courts sets 
the rules and to all of them Uncle 
Sam must abide, according to John 
Bellinger, legal advisor to Condi 
Rice. “Rather than leaving it to 
politicians to decide when to comply with our international 
obligations,” Mr. Bellinger explained in a speech at The Hague 
last June, “our system goes to great lengths to attach serious legal 
consequences to international rules.”  

Bellinger’s comments highlight the arrogance of too many in 
the legal community – both domestic and international – who 
believe that the creation, interpretation, and enforcement of law 
is a wholly owned enterprise of lawyers and judges. Fortunately, 
the Medellin decision allowed Chief Justice John Roberts to set 
him straight.

“Our Framers,” Roberts reminded us, “established a careful set 
of procedures that must be followed before federal law can be cre-
ated under the Constitution – vesting that decision in the politi-
cal branches, subject to checks and balances.” In other words, “a 
government of the people, by the people, for the people.”

The sovereignty of the United States shall not be infringed. It 
is so ordered. 

The World Court got a 
whoopin recently when 
the Supreme Court 

handed down its decision in the 
case of Medellin v. Texas, which 
involves Jose Medellin, a death 
row inmate convicted of rape 
and murder of two teenage girls 
in 1993. Writing the 6-3 major-
ity opinion, Chief Justice John 
Roberts informed the wig-wear-
ing jurists at the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ) that Texas courts are under no obligation to 
obey the ICJ’s ruling to give Medellin a new hearing. 

Medellin is a gang member and a Mexican national. When he 
was arrested for, and confessed to, his heinous crime, authorities 
failed to inform him of his right under the Vienna Convention 
to notify the Mexican consulate. He found his way to the World 
Court with 50 other Mexican nationals who claimed a similar 
fate. 

On March 31, 2004, the ICJ unanimously ruled that the 
United States violated Medellin’s rights and ordered the U.S. to 
“provide, by means of its own choosing, review and reconsidera-
tion of the conviction and sentence.” The UN court informed the 
United States that its judgment was “final, without appeal and 
binding on the Parties.” Guess again, said the Supreme Court.

“[N]ot all international law obligations automatically consti-
tute binding federal law enforceable in the United States courts,” 
wrote Chief Justice John Roberts. He observed that allowing “the 
judgments of an international tribunal a higher status than that 
enjoyed by ‘many of our most fundamental constitutional pro-
tections,’” was never a consideration of those who negotiated the 
UN Charter – the treaty that created the ICJ.

The majority opinion in Medellin, correctly categorizes this 
and other ICJ verdicts not as orders from a legitimate magistrate 
that are binding, but rather, as diplomatic judgments to be taken 
under advisement by national governments.   

In so doing, it raises for inspection this notion of “interna-
tional law.” Global governance activists insist that a body of 
universal law exists to which nations and their citizens are legally 
bound to conform. They believe there is a judicial hierarchy in 
which our Constitution can be trumped by the UN Charter and 
the Supreme Court overruled by foreigners. 

In fact, obedience to “international law” is really the art of 
diplomacy. Rulings from the ICJ and other UN institutions are 
nothing more than political footballs for governments to kick 
around. They are adhered to only to the extent that nations 
choose to do so. 

A Whoopin’ for the World Court 
by Thomas P. Kilgannon

Thomas P. Kilgannon

Chief Justice John Roberts
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Between thirty and forty 
enemy fighters besieged 
his four-member team. All 
four were wounded during 
the fierce firefight.  Unable 
to call for assistance due 
to the harsh terrain, LT 
Murphy made for open ter-
rain, leaving him exposed 
to enemy fire.  He was final-
ly able to communicate his 
location and request imme-
diate support.  Waiting for 
help, he continued engaging 
the enemy until he was mor-
tally wounded. LT Murphy is 
a true American Hero.

Oliver North defines our 
heroes as “selfless” and says: 
“Those who serve America 
in harm’s way in the war 
against radical Islam have that 

quality in abundance.  So do their 
families and loved ones at home.  
Yet, they rarely get the coverage or 
credit they deserve.”

Freedom Alliance Founder 
and Honorary Chairman 
and New York Times

bestselling author LtCol Oliver 
North, USMC (Ret.) sheds light on 
the current Middle East conflict 
by focusing not on politics or 
war strategy, but on our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, Guardsmen and 
Marines, or as he calls them 
in his new book: American 
Heroes.  His just-published book 
offers a unique close-up of this 
generation’s “citizen-soldiers” 
who have chosen the patriot’s 
path and entered harm’s way for 
their country.  Oliver North’s 
extensive military knowledge 
and unprecedented access to our 
men and women fighting in Iraq 
creates a stirring tale of courage, 
commitment, compassion and 
faith.

“I have the best job in all 
broadcasting,” he says.  “Soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, Guardsmen 
and Marines – those who fight 
America’s wars – are my only 
‘beat.’  I hang around with heroes 
for a living.  For some, a hero 
wears a spandex suit and a cape.  
My heroes wear flak jackets, flight 
suits, and combat boots.  This 
book is about them.”

For the first time Colonel 
North shares – in American 
Heroes – his personal experiences 
on September 11, 2001.  And, 
with more than 300 captivating, 
never-before-seen color photos, 
he shares moving accounts of 
servicemembers valiantly serving 
their country from the bloody 
fighting in Anbar province to the 
ever fluid state between peace 

American Heroes:  In the Fight Against Radical Islam
by Oliver North

and violence in Iraq.  The many 
first-hand stories come from his 
most recent trip to Iraq, where 
he chronicled for FOX News and 
the rest of the world how our 
men and women in uniform are 
winning the war on terror.

American Heroes features 
numerous stories of military 
heroes who valiantly sacrificed 
for our country.  One such ser-
vicemember is Navy Lieutenant 
Michael Murphy, who received 
the Medal of Honor for his selfless 
leadership, courageous actions 
and extraordinary devotion to 
duty.

LT Murphy was on patrol 
in Afghanistan when his team 
was discovered by anti-coalition 
sympathizers, who revealed their 
position to the Taliban fighters.  

In appreciation for your gift to Freedom Alliance of 
$100, we will send you an autographed hardbound copy 
of Oliver North’s American Heroes.  For a gift of $150 
or more, we will send you two autographed copies. For 
details, please refer to the reply envelope attached to this 
newsletter. 

North, USMC (Ret.) sheds light on 

his four-member team. All 
four were wounded during 
the fierce firefight.  Unable 
to call for assistance due 
to the harsh terrain, LT 
Murphy made for open ter-
rain, leaving him exposed 
to enemy fire.  He was final-
ly able to communicate his 
location and request imme-
diate support.  Waiting for 
help, he continued engaging 
the enemy until he was mor-
tally wounded. LT Murphy is 
a true 

heroes as “selfless” and says: 
“Those who serve America 
in harm’s way in the war 
against radical Islam have that 

quality in abundance.  So do their 

Oliver North in Iraq with his FOX News crew.

Oliver North has written more 
than ten books, including "War 
Stories," "True Freedom" and his 
bestsellers "Under Fire: An American 
Story;" and "Mission Compromised." 
He also writes a weekly nationally 
syndicated newspaper column, which 
is also available on the Freedom 
Alliance website:
www.freedomalliance.org.
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Freedom Alliance benefits from hundreds of successful and imaginative 
events hosted  throughout the year by our generous supporters.  If you 
live in the area where these events are taking place, we encourage you 

and your family to participate, supporting Freedom Alliance and our programs 
which honor and support our servicemen and women.

July 4 – Jacqueline Goddard and her neighbors in Moyock, North 
Carolina, have started a new Fourth of July tradition – paddling Tull Bay to 
raise funds for the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.  Mrs. Goddard and her 
son were looking for a way to honor the sacrifice of our service members and 
incorporate their communities’ love of water.  The “Paddle” is a perfect way to 
involve the whole community and raise awareness of Freedom Alliance. 
jacqueline.goddard@eds.com

July 27 – The Lodi Republican Women Federated Club in Lodi, California, 
will again host their Patriotic Picnic. The event honors veterans and active 
duty members of our Armed Forces from their community. The Picnic features 
a speaker and lively auction.  The ladies of the club are dedicated to the con-
tinued success of the picnic and are honored to support not only the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund but also the Freedom Alliance Support Our Troops 
Program. www.patrioticpicnic.com

August 1-2 – Our friends at Scott Financial, an Ohio-based financial firm, 
were inspired in 2007 to host a golf tournament in support of our troops.  
After hearing about Freedom Alliance on the radio, they contacted us and the 
Miami Valley Freedom Alliance Charity Golf Classic in Miamisburg, Ohio, took 
root.  In the first year, the group raised a tremendous amount to benefit the 
Freedom Alliance Support Our Troops program and Scholarship Fund.  Last year’s 
success inspired them to host the event again this year. www.scottfsiam.com 

More Events Benefiting Freedom Alliance
Event dates subject to change.

Please check with organizers for current information.

June 28 – Sacrifice for Freedom Memorial Event in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at 
the Renaissance Hotel at 7 p.m. www.sacrificeforfreedom.com or 
call (877) 828-9700

July 4 – Frank DiCicco of Colonial, New Jersey “Walk Across New Jersey” 
Fundraiser (732) 499-0523

July 5 – Cedar Rapids Kernels Baseball Team Armed Forces Night in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa www.kernels.com

September 8-9 – The Fourth Annual SFC Nathan R. Chapman Memorial 
Golf Classic, at the beautiful Cimarron Hills Golf and Country Club in 
Georgetown, Texas www.nathanchapmanfund.org

September 20 – American Legion Pig Roast in Rutherford, New Jersey
(201) 939-9895 ask for Joe Brennan.

October 4 – JM Waller 5K Run in Fairfax, Virginia www.jmwaller.com

October 4 – Fifth Annual Jacksonville Marine Corps Half Marathon and 
Freedom 5K in Jacksonville, Florida www.1stplaceports.com/marine 

Thank you to everyone involved in each of these events
who work so hard to make them possible.

Events to Benefit Freedom Alliance
Join in the Fun!

Charitable Gift Annuities
 A Special Way to Support Freedom Alliance

Freedom Alliance is proud to announce the addition of a Gift 
Annuity Program to its planned giving options, allowing our sup-
porters to sustain the mission of Freedom Alliance while taking 
advantage of numerous financial and tax benefits.  A charitable gift 
annuity is a combination of an outright gift and an investment.  

The gift annuity provides immediate income tax savings 
through a charitable tax deduction in the year the gift is given 
along with regularly scheduled annuity payments for the rest of the 
donor’s life. There are no investment transaction or management 
fees, simple, worry-free asset management and the ability to con-
tinue your support for Freedom Alliance.

If you would like information on how to make a charitable gift 
annuity with Freedom Alliance or for additional planned giving 
options, please call Jennifer Pusatere, Freedom Alliance Director of 
Development, at (800) 475-6620.

Save the Date
2008 Army-Navy Weekend

Join Freedom Alliance Founder and Honorary Chairman LtCol Oliver 
North, USMC (Ret.) and Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon for 
Freedom Alliance’s 15th
North, USMC (Ret.) and Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon for 

th
North, USMC (Ret.) and Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon for 

 Annual Army-Navy Weekend.  This event will take 
place Thursday, December 4 through Saturday, December 6. Guests will 
stay at the historic Mayflower Hotel in downtown Washington, D.C.  The 
109th
stay at the historic Mayflower Hotel in downtown Washington, D.C.  The 

th
stay at the historic Mayflower Hotel in downtown Washington, D.C.  The 

 Army-Navy Football Classic will be held December 6 at Philadelphia’s 
Lincoln Financial Field. 


