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(LAAD), the Marine 
Corps Mechanized 
Command Museum, 
the World War II and 
Korea LVT Museum, 
and Assault Craft 
Harbor Tour at Naval 
Base San Diego.  On 
their final day, stu-
dents completed team-
building exercises and 
camped overnight in 
the mountains at Lake 
Elsinore.

Forty-six students from Houston, Texas traveled to the 
nation’s capital for six days of intensive leadership training at 
Marine Corps Base in Quantico and Andrews Air Force Base 
in Maryland.  History lessons were covered through unique 
tours at the Smithsonian Institution, Arlington Cemetery and 
the new World War II Memorial.  The week culminated with a 
community service project in which all the students provided 
operational support for Fourth Annual Hannity Freedom 
Concert in New Jersey, which benefited the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund.

The last Academy of the summer was held in August in 
South Carolina at the U.S. Army’s Training Center at Fort 
Jackson and the Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort, where 
leadership training sessions were held.  At Fort Jackson, stu-
dents visited the Victory Tower where new Army privates 
negotiated a series of high rope obstacles, culminating in a 
repelling tower and previewed a run through the Bayonet 
Assault Course.  Marine Corps Air Station Beaufort featured 
an exclusive tour of the Navy’s new premier F/A-18 jet aircraft 
and students were given the exciting opportunity to pilot the 
aircraft in simulator.

Vernon.  On Saturday morning, the group will travel to 
Philadelphia to enjoy the 107th Annual Army-Navy Football 
Game from skyboxes atop Lincoln Financial Field.

The Edward J. Bronars Defender of Freedom Award Dinner 
will feature Colonel 
North presenting 
the award to “an 
outstanding indi-
vidual who, in the 
face of adversity, 
exemplifies faith, 
courage and fidelity 
to the Constitution 
and the princi-
ples of freedom.”  
Previous “Defender 
of Freedom Award” 
recipients have included:  General Tommy Franks, Sean 
Hannity, Senator Jesse Helms, Captain Scott O’Grady, USAF 
and Captain Sean Basco, USMC. 

The all-inclusive fee for the entire weekend is $3,000 per 
person or $5,000 per couple. Tickets for the Award Dinner 
are available separately for $250 each or $450 per couple.  
For tickets and more information, please call Jane Barnett at 
Freedom Alliance: (703) 444-7940.

Freedom Alliance Founder and Honorary Chairman 
LtCol Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) and Freedom Alliance 
President Tom Kilgannon will host the 13th Annual 

Freedom Alliance Army-Navy Weekend in Washington, D.C. 
and Philadelphia. This annual event, headquartered at the 
Ritz-Carlton Pentagon City in Arlington, Virginia, offers 
Freedom Alliance supporters an exciting and extraordinary 
opportunity to enjoy time with Freedom Alliance leaders and 
each other. 

Weekend 
festivities begin 
on Thursday eve-
ning with the 
Annual Defender 
of Freedom Award 
Dinner.  Friday’s 
policy seminar, 
“Freedom’s Future 
in America,” will 
offer an educa-
tional seminar 
reviewing the 2006 

elections and their affect on U.S. public policy.  Friday also 
features an exclusive “Mount Vernon by Candlelight” tour of 
George and Martha Washington’s estate and dinner at Mount 
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Freedom Alliance’s 2006 summer Military Leadership 
Academies were a tremendous success!  High school stu-FAcademies were a tremendous success!  High school stu-Fdents from 31 states attended one of the Academies held 

either in Virginia, California, Texas or South Carolina.
The first Academy in June at Marine Corps Base in 

Quantico offered students a unique opportunity to ride the 
Marine Riverine Assault Craft on the Potomac River, observe 
the military K-9 dog maneuvers and visit the Basic School 

Training the Next Generation of American Leaders

Military Leadership Academy students after their wet ride on the Marine Riverine Assault 
Craft on the Potomac River at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Virginia.

Military Leadership Academy students enjoy a ride on 
the Marine Riverine Assault Craft on the Potomac River.

Join Us for Army-Navy Weekend: November 30 – December 2

where all new Marine Corps officers train.  Students observed 
the Marine officers learning combat skills through a Marine 
Corps martial arts demonstration.  The day concluded with 
the Marine Corps Parade, featuring the Silent Drill Team, at 
the Marine Barracks at Eighth and “I” in Washington, D.C.

Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base in San Diego, 
California was the site of another week-long session in July, 
with thirty students from around the country.  This Academy 
included visits to the Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion "MLA" CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Freedom Alliance will provide 
Christmas gift packages, including pre-
paid long distance phone cards; gift 
cards for clothing, food, toiletries and 
restaurants; disposable cameras, DVD 
movies, books, travel bags and more.  
Last year Freedom Alliance shipped over 
700 pounds of gift packages to the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, Guardsmen and 
Marines serving in Iraq over the holi-
days, and this year, we will do the same.

You may donate phone cards and 
gift cards from national stores, like 
Wal*Mart, Target, etc., or make a cash 
contribution to the Freedom Alliance 
Support Our Troops project for the 
holidays by mailing your check or gifts 
to Freedom Alliance at 22570 Markey 
Court, Suite 240, Dulles, Virginia 20166.  
For more information, please visit www.
freedomalliance.org or call (800) 475-
6620.

The Freedom Alliance Military Leadership 
Academy’s mission is to inspire, educate and 
motivate young Americans to become posi-
tive, productive leaders by learning the core 
values of Selfless Service, Teamwork, Courage, 
Integrity, Dependability, Responsibility and 
Respect. Christine Sidoa, from Houston, Texas 
said, “Coming out of this program, I am more 
eager than ever to spread the values I’ve learned 
and motivate my peers to be better citizens.”  
Students learned that teamwork is the key 
in becoming true leaders.  Jennifer Wertz, an 
Academy graduate from Havelock, N.C. said, 
“It was a constant learning environment.  Now 
that I have gone through this training, I have 
learned that leaders look out for their people 
and put others ahead of themselves so that they 
can work as a team.”

For six straight years, the Freedom Alliance 
Military Leadership Academies have trained 
more than 700 future American leaders with 
the skills, knowledge and values that make our 
nation great.  Plans are already underway for 
more exciting, successful Military Leadership 
Academy sessions in 2007!

MLA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The Freedom Alliance Support Our 
Troops program contributed toys, 
games, craft supplies, furniture 

(including a couch and chairs), a TV-
DVD player, a computer and supplies for 
the children's room at the Fort Hood, 
Texas Gold Star Family Support Center, 
which opened recently.   Freedom 
Alliance also donated 100 grief counsel-
ing books entitled “Military Widow – A 
Survival Guide.” 

Commanding General Raymond 
Odierno, III CORPS, and Fort Hood, 
invited Freedom Alliance Regional 
Development Officer Debbie Nicolette-
Clark, along with Freedom Alliance 
Director of Programs Calvin Coolidge, 
to the grand opening, which was attend-
ed by more than 200 people and the 
media.

To date, over 300 Soldiers from 
Fort Hood have been killed in the 
line of duty in the War on Terror and 
more than 100 of their surviving fami-
lies are still living on or near the Post.   
Supporting the Gold Star Families 
and their new Center is a priority for 
Freedom Alliance, which also hosted 
23 Gold Star Family members at this 
summer’s Freedom Concert at Six Flags 
Great Adventure in New Jersey. 

Support Our Troops at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas

Freedom Alliance 
will again host both 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
dinners for our wounded 
military heroes and their 
families at military hospitals 
and bases across the United 
States.  Marines and sailors 
at San Diego and five other 
naval installations will have 

their Thanksgiving dinners compliments 
of Freedom Alliance’s Support Our 
Troops program.  Military chaplains will 
be distributing $20 commissary gift cer-
tificates to Marines at Camp Pendleton, 
Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, and 
other bases.

Through the Military Severely 
Injured Unit at military hospitals 
around the country, Freedom Alliance 
will again “adopt” military families 
and deliver Christmas “wish list” gifts 
to them.  Families to be adopted will 
likely include those who have lost 
spouses or were injured in the war and 
have been burdened with financial 
difficulties.  Last Christmas, Freedom 

Alliance "adopted" four mili-
tary families.  Among them 
was a Marine family with five 
children in Pennsylvania, who 
had their Christmas wishes ful-
filled when Freedom Alliance 
arrived with games, toys, and a 
big screen TV, which the fam-
ily requested for their visually 
disabled daughter.

Freedom Alliance Support Our Troops Expands

Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon meets with Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon meets with 
children at the opening of Fort Hood’s Gold Star Family 
Support Center.

Gifts for the Gold Star Family children from Freedom Alliance.

Freedom Alliance treated wounded soldiers from Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center to lunch at a sports bar as they 
enjoyed watching the Washington Redskins vs. the New 
York Giants football game.  These heroes had a great time 
and there will be more football parties for the troops in the 
future.  

FREEDOM ALLIANCE 
THANKS OUR VOLUNTEERS

Mike Ketchel, of Discovery Bay, California, 
receives the 2006 Co-Volunteer of the Year 
award from Tom Kilgannon.  Mike held 
two successful Freedom Runs and his third 
Thanksgiving Freedom Run to benefit the 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund was held 
November 18.

Tom Kilgannon presents the 2006 Co-
Volunteer of the Year award to Steve 
Castleton of West Islip, New York, who 
has been an energetic volunteer since 
2003, assisting Freedom Alliance with 
numerous fundraising events.

Crossing the finish line at the Third Annual Jacksonville Marine Corps Half Marathon 
and Freedom 5K Run was held October 7 to benefit the Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
Fund.  More than 1,400 runners competed in the event sponsored by active duty, 
reserve, and retired Marines.  Thank you and Semper Fidelis!
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Abig “Thank You” to firefighters 
of 56 New York City fire stations 
who sponsored an event called 

“9/11 We Will Never Forget.”   The offi-
cers and members of Engine 332, Ladder 
175 of Bradford Street sent a letter to 
their “brothers” in New York reques-
ting a $343 donation per fire house in 
honor of the 343 firefighters who lost 
their lives “on that terrible day.”  They 
went on to say: “Since that day, we have 
been at war with those who would do 
us harm and the men and women of 
our armed services have taken the fight 
to our enemies. As in all wars, brave 
soldiers are killed or severely wounded, 
leaving behind families to pick up the 

Freedom Alliance is proud to announce 
a record number –105 – scholarship 
recipients for the 2006-2007 academic 

year.  Thanks to the generosity of thousands 
of Americans, more than $1 million in 
scholarships has been awarded to the sons 
and daughters of America’s military heroes.

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund 
honors the bravery and dedication exhib-
ited by Americans in our armed forces who 
have sacrificed life or limb defending our 
country by providing education scholar-
ships to their children.  Some new scholar-
ship recipients include:

Savanna Daniel
Savanna Daniel of Gower, 

Missouri is a freshman at 
Park University in Parkville, 
Missouri majoring in Interior 
Design.  Her father, Technical 
Sergeant Robert Lee Daniel, a 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield veteran, flew 

combat missions in the Air 
Force for over 17 years.  He 
was tragically killed in the 
line of duty when his plane 
crashed in Kenya as he tried 
to defend 
and sup-
port the U.S. 

ground forces in Somalia 
during Operation Mission 
Hope. Savanna was only 
five years old when she lost 
her father.

Sean Johnson
Sean Johnson of Clovis, 

California is a freshman 
Biochemistry major at the 
University of California in 
Merced.  Sean’s stepfather, a 

Freedom Alliance Awards New Scholarships
United States Marine Corps Captain and 
fighter pilot, was killed in a plane crash 
in Pakistan while deployed in Operation 
Enduring Freedom when Sean was only 
fourteen years old.

Releana Griffith
Originally of Rialto, 

California, Releana is an 
African American Studies 
major at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.  Her 
father, Army Sergeant First 
Class Rufus Griffith, was 
severely injured in a parachuting accident 
while on active duty, leaving him 100 per-
cent permanently disabled.

Valerie Sheffield
Valerie Sheffield of San 

Antonio, Texas is a fresh-
man at Texas State University 
in San Marcos, majoring in 
Criminal Justice.  Valerie’s 
father, Air Force Staff Sergeant 
Edward Sheffield, a Desert 
Storm veteran, was killed in a 
plane crash when Valerie was 
only two years old.  He was 
deployed during Operation 
Desert Shield.

Jeremy and  Justin Hankins
Brothers Jeremy (right)

and Justin Hankins hail 
from Wesley Chapel, Florida.  
Jeremy is a sophomore major-
ing in Engineering at Pasco-
Hernando Community College 
while his younger brother, 
Justin, is a freshman at the University of 
Central Florida majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering. Their father, Sergeant Jerry 

Hankins (pictured at right with 
Justin), served in the U.S. 
Army and is 100 percent per-
manently disabled.

Wayne Frederick
Wayne, a senior at 

Northwest Missouri State University, is 
double majoring in Chemistry and Physics, 
with minor concentrations in 
Mathematics and Statistics.  
His father, James Frederick, a 
Sergeant in the United States 
Marine Corps, was critically 
wounded during a combat mis-
sion, losing his right leg and 
suffering injuries to his upper and lower 
extremities, leaving him 100 percent perma-
nently disabled.

Maloree and Ryan Steele
A freshman 

Communications and Public 
Relations major at Radford 
University in Virginia, 
Maloree is from Woodbridge, 
Virginia.  Her father, LtCol 
Terry D. Steele, a Desert 
Storm veteran, died while 
commanding a Marine 
Battalion.  Maloree has an 
older brother, Ryan, who 
is also a Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship recipient and a 
junior at Radford University 
majoring in Criminal Justice.

To donate to the Scholarship Fund 
or for more information, please 
visit www.freedomalliance.org. 
or call Freedom Alliance at (800) 
475-6620.

Hernando Community College 

(pictured at right with 

wounded during a combat mis-

suffering injuries to his upper and lower 

Heroes Honoring Heroes

The American Heroes of the New York City Fire Department.

pieces of their shattered lives. We ask 
you to remember that some members 
of this Department, including one of 
our own on Bradford Street, have taken 

up arms in defense of this country. One 
of them, Chris Engeldrum of Ladder 
Company 61, made the ultimate sacri-
fice.”  These brave New York Heroes 
have contributed over $20,000 to the 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.

Freedom Alliance scholarship recipient Kristen Mancini 
(left), a sophomore at American University, and Freedom 
Alliance Foundations Development Officer Laurie Mooney, 
participated in the Fifth Annual Firefighter Stephen Siller 
Tunnel to Towers Run/Walk in New York City in September.  
Over 15,000 people participated in the Run, in which 
343 firefighters were stationed in the tunnel with photos 
of their fallen firefighters from September 11, 2001.  The 
run honored 34-year old New York firefighter Stephen 
Siller, who took his final heroic steps as he ran through 
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel to the World Trade Center 
on September 11, 2001 to save the lives of his fellow 
Americans.  Stephen left behind a wife and five young 
children.  To date, the Stephen Siller “Let Us Do Good” 
Children’s Foundation has generously contributed $80,000 
to the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.

We are grateful to Stephen Siller’s family, including his sister 
Regina Siller Vogt, and brother, Frank Siller (pictured with 
Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon), and their “Let 
Us Do Good” Children’s Foundation for supporting the 
Scholarship Fund.
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In August, 175 guests joined Freedom 
Alliance Founder and Honorary 
Chairman Oliver North, Freedom 

Alliance President Tom Kilgannon, 
Former Speaker of the U.S. House Newt 
Gingrich, American Conservative 
Union Chairman David A. Keene, NRA 
Executive Vice President Wayne LaPierre, 
former U.S. Attorney General Ed Meese, 
Major General Paul Vallely, USA (Ret.), 
and former Georgia Congressman Bob 
Barr aboard the Holland America’s new-
est luxury cruise ship, the ms Noordam, 
for the 2006 Freedom Cruise.

In between sightseeing on shore and 
relaxing on board ship, cruisers were 
treated to special seminars, receptions 
and dinners with outstanding speak-
ers.  Tom Kilgannon, Bob Barr, Wayne 
LaPierre and Paul Vallely discussed inter-
national affairs and the United Nations’ 
impact on U.S. sovereignty.   

“The Freedom Cruise is an oppor-
tunity for likeminded friends to discuss 
important policy issues of our day with 
some of the brightest minds in the con-
servative movement,” remarked Tom 
Kilgannon about the 10-day cruise, 
which visited ports throughout the 
Mediterranean, including Dubrovnik, 
Croatia; Corfu, Olympia and Santorini, 
Greece; Ephesus, Turkey; Valetta, Malta; 
and Messina, Italy. 

Since 2000, in addition to the ’06 
Mediterranean cruise, previous Freedom 
Cruises have included an Alaskan cruise, 
two Caribbean cruises, one Hawaiian 
cruise. 

Smooth Sailing in the Mediterranean
  Largest Freedom Cruise Ever

During his presentation, “Defining 
Victory in Iraq,” Oliver North 
compared the current War in Iraq and 
the War on Terror to the enormous 
challenges that America faced during 
World War II and stressed the need 
to persevere through the current 
campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.

On the final day of the cruise, Freedom Alliance hosted an open session for all the 
ship’s passengers with Newt Gingrich.  During his speech, Newt addressed the 
many challenges facing America and enjoyed a lively question and answer session 
with the crowd of over 900 people in attendance! 

FREEDOM ALLIANCE BIDS FAREWELL TO BOB SMITH AND 
WELCOMES A NEW DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Bob Smith, who served for over five years as Freedom Alliance’s Director of 
Development has resigned to return to Christian ministry as the Senior Administrator 
of Old Dominion Baptist Church in Bristow, Virginia.  Bob reflected on the transition 

this way, “It has been an honor to serve at Freedom Alliance over these past five years.  I have 
been humbled by the outpouring of support for the mission of Freedom Alliance.  It has been 
a privilege to get to know so many wonderful and generous people during my tenure.”

Jennifer Pusatere is Freedom Alliance’s new Director of Development and will continue 
the great work that took place under Bob’s leadership.  Prior to joining the Freedom Alliance 
staff, Jen served as a Major Gifts Officer for more than six years at The Madeira School in 
McLean, Virginia, where she was involved in their highly successful capital campaign.

Earlier, as Director of Annual Giving at Madeira, Jen increased the Annual Fund by 45 
percent and the Parents’ Fund by 141 percent.  She is a native of Ballston Spa, New York 
and holds a B.A. in Political Science from Marist College. You may contact her at jennifer.
pusatere@freedomalliance.org.

“We are deeply grateful to Bob Smith for his dedication and hard work, during which 
time Freedom Alliance achieved significant growth and financial support,” said Freedom 
Alliance President Tom Kilgannon. “We are very proud to welcome Jen, with her enthusiasm 
and extensive experience.  She will be a valuable addition to the Freedom Alliance team,” he 
concluded.

Support Freedom Alliance Through 
The Combined Federal Campaign

Freedom Alliance is a proud a 
member of the 2006 Combined Federal 
Campaign.  All federal government 
employees, including all members of 
the U.S. Military and all members of 
Congress and their staffs may choose 
to support Freedom 
Alliance through 
CFC by designating 
#2979 on their 
pledge card during 
the 2006 pledge 
time.  CFC offers a Payroll Deduction 
Plan, making it convenient for donors 
to spread their contribution throughout 
2007.  
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Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon and Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 
discuss important policy issues with fellow cruise participants. 

 FOX News Military 
Analyst Major General 
Paul Vallely, USA (Ret.)

Former U.S. Attorney 
General Ed Meese.


