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Once again during the recent holi-
day season, Freedom Alliance 
paid tribute to the bravery and 

sacrifice of the men and women who 
wear our nation’s uniform and fight for 
our freedom.  The Support Our Troops 
program honors those heroes who 
have been wounded in combat and are 
recuperating in military hospitals all 
around the country, as well as those 
serving on the front lines.  We also pro-
vide support and comfort to grieving 
military families, whose loss is immea-
surable. Freedom Alliance is grateful to 
Strikeouts For Troops, founded by Barry 
Zito, for their support of these activities. 
(See “Congrats Barry” on page 4.)

Freedom Alliance shipped thou-
sands of greeting cards, letters and 
Christmas cards to our troops serv-
ing in Iraq and facilitated shipments 
of food and gifts to those on the front 
lines.  Freedom Alliance Founder and 
Honorary Chairman, LtCol Oliver 
North, made his eighth trip to Iraq in 
December, spending nearly three weeks 
with the troops.  “It is always an honor 
to live among America’s brave defend-
ers of freedom – our soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, Guardsmen and Marines – who 
have left their families and are risk-
ing their lives to defeat terrorists,” said 
Colonel North.  

On Christmas Eve, Colonel North 
also paid a surprise visit to the wounded 
troops at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center, distributing Freedom Alliance 
gift bags and wishing them a very Merry 
Christmas and thanking them for their 
sacrifice and service to our country.  
These gift bags included pre-paid long-
distance phone cards; gift cards for 
clothing, food, toiletries and restaurants; 
t-shirts, electronic games, disposable 
cameras, DVD movies, books and maga-
zines.

Support Our Troops Holiday Project

Freedom Alliance hosted Thanksgiving dinners for 495 
sailors at five naval bases in San Diego, California and 
Christmas dinners were provided for troops and their 
families at various other military bases around the country.

Freedom Alliance Support Our 
Troops program also continued to 
provide grants to military families for 
travel, lodging and other expenses for 
them and their families as they recuper-
ate from their combat injuries.  This 
year, Freedom Alliance made it possible 
for several wounded military service 
members to travel home to be with 
their families for the Christmas holi-
days.  Military families in Fort Hood, 
Texas and Camp Lejune, North Carolina 
were also the recipients of holiday Visa 
gift cards. Commissary gift certificates 
were also given to Marines at Camp 
Pendleton and Marine Corps Air Station 
Miramar in California.  

Freedom Alliance wishes to thank 
all our supporters whose generosity 
makes possible the Support Our Troops 
year-round program.  Together, we 
honor the military heroes and their fam-
ilies, assuring them that they and their 
sacrifices on behalf of freedom are not 
forgotten.

This Christmas season, Freedom Alliance “adopted” seven 
military families at military bases and hospitals around 
the country.  One family included an Army widow in Texas 
with five young boys ages 2 through 10, whose father 
passed away from injuries he suffered from Iraq.  To make 
Christmas a little brighter, the children received toys, new 
bikes, and clothes, while their mom received gift cards and 
new pots and pans on her “wish list.”  Another family that 
was "adopted" included an Army combat engineer who 
suffered extensive injuries, leaving him with no use of his 
right arm and he is now battling cancer.  His family received 
bountiful gifts from Freedom Alliance, as well as dolls and 
other toys for his three young daughters.

Freedom Alliance donated 25 children’s gift bags full of 
games, toys, candy and stuffed animals to the young 
children of those recuperating at Walter Reed.

Freedom Alliance Kicks Off 2007
GameTime, Sports Luncheons and Troop Appreciation Dinners

In January, Freedom Alliance kicked off the 2007 Support 
Our Troops activities for our men and women in uniform 
with two exciting events – a Military Appreciation Dinner 

at Ruth's Chris Steakhouse and a luncheon at the ESPN Zone 
– for recuperating troops in the Washington, D.C. metro area.  
These events, hosted by Freedom Alliance with the support of 
Strikeouts For Troops, provide our injured troops the opportu-
nity to enjoy time with friends, families and comrades.  

“This dinner is the first in a series of Military 
Appreciation Dinners Freedom Alliance will host across the 
country in 2007.  We want our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
Guardsmen and Marines to know that their sacrifice and 
service to our nation is greatly appreciated,” said Freedom 
Alliance President Tom Kilgannon.

Freedom Alliance and Tom Kilgannon hosted Marines from the National Naval Medical 
Center, Bethesda, Maryland, for dinner at Ruth’s Chris Steak House.  The Marines have been 
recovering from injuries sustained during Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operating Enduring 
Freedom.  Lance Corporal Than Naing, a U.S. Marine from New York, echoed the sentiments 
of all the Marines saying, “Thank you for supporting us and our families.”"SUPPORT OUR TROOPS" CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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attend Seattle University.  Thank you again for 
your blessing.”  Danielle’s father, U.S. Navy 
Chief Petty Officer Pedro Gonzales, was killed 
in a helicopter crash.

“Thank you very 
much for the support you 
provided.  I cannot tell you 
how much your confidence 
means to me.  I have great 
respect for the mission of 
your organization,” writes 
Doug Stein, a sophomore 
at the University of Illinois 
majoring in Chemistry/Pre-
med.  Doug’s father, LtCol. John Stein, a U.S. 
Air Force helicopter pilot, was killed when his 
helicopter crashed in Afghanistan.

Sheela Holland, 
a junior at Wentworth 
Institute of Technology 
majoring in Architectural 
Engineering, says, “I am 
tremendously grateful for 
the generous scholarship 
that you have awarded 
me.  It is a reward like 
this that motivates me to 
work harder than ever.  Thank you very much.”  
Sheela’s father, Sgt. James Holland, a helicopter 
machine gunner, suffered multiple injuries when 
his helicopter was shot down and is 100 percent 
permanently disabled.

“Thank you for the 
scholarship.  Your gen-
erosity will make it pos-
sible for me to have the 
opportunity of obtaining 
a quality education at 
Villa Julie College,” says 
Monica Sherrill, who is a 
junior majoring in Early 
Childhood Education.  Her 
father, U.S. Army Major Geoffrey Sherill, was a 
physician who was killed in a helicopter acci-
dent when Monica was 10 years old.

“My father died 
when I was only 3 years 
old while flying a helicop-
ter in the U.S. Navy.  Since 
then, I have dreamed of 
a career in aviation, but 
the cost of learning to fly 
was always a big concern.  
This scholarship will 
give me an opportunity 
to fulfill my dream and help me with the vast 
finances that my family and I face.  Thank you 
sincerely from the bottom of my heart,” says 
Kyle Pelz of Daytona Beach, Florida.  Kyle is a 
senior at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University 
majoring in Professional Aeronautics. His 
father, Lieutenant Commander Gerald Pelz, a 
U.S. Navy fighter pilot, was killed in a helicop-
ter crash.

Danielle Gonzales, 
a freshman and Business 
major said, “I wanted 
to express my gratitude 
for the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship which has 
blessed me with many 
opportunities.  Without 
it I would not be able to 

ter in the U.S. Navy.  Since 

to fulfill my dream and help me with the vast 

Childhood Education.  Her 

Freedom Alliance thanks our gen-
erous donors, including Sean 
Hannity and his faithful audi-

ence, for their generous support of the 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund, 
which has awarded more than $1 mil-
lion in scholarships to the children of 
America’s military heroes.

Many of freedom’s brave defend-
ers, who have lost their lives fighting 
terrorism, have left behind young chil-
dren.  In a few years they will be ready 
for college.  The permanent Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Trust Fund that 
has been established will continue to 
grow, enabling the Scholarship Fund to 
help these young Americans, reminding 
them that their parents’ sacrifice will 
never be forgotten by a grateful nation.

Some words of appreciation from 
our scholarship recipients: 

“Thank you for awarding me the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship.  I really appreciate it and 
so does my mother.  Even though my Dad is 
not alive, I feel like he is still looking out for me 
in college with your scholarship.  I know that 
he would be so proud of me just as I am proud 
of him for serving in the U.S. Air Force.  He 
paid for our freedom with his life and that is 
something I will never 
forget.”  These are 
the words of Edward 
Nelson-Rodriquez, 
who is a student at 
Arapahoe Community 
College in Colorado. His 
father, James D. Nelson, 
died of service-related 
illnesses when Edward 
was 16 years old.

Also in January, Freedom Alliance 
hosted soldiers from Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center for an afternoon at 
the ESPN Zone, where they enjoyed a 
hearty meal and took advantage of the 
150 televisions, including a 16-foot big 
screen showing the Cleveland Cavaliers 
play the Phoenix Suns.

Freedom Alliance provides these 
events, which will continue throughout 
the year, to say “thank you” to our ser-
vice members on behalf of thousands of 
grateful Americans.

After lunch at the ESPN Zone, the soldiers ventured down to 
the gaming level to enjoy interactive games and attractions, 
where they played, among others, air hockey, a racing video 
game and boxing simulator.  The troops enjoyed themselves 
immensely, and several commented that they are looking 
forward to attending more Freedom Alliance events.

Support our Troops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scholarship Recipients Count Their Blessings!

Freedom Alliance is now accepting 
scholarship applications for the 
2007-2008 academic year.  For 
more information or to obtain 

an application, please visit www.
freedomalliance.org/scholarship or call 
Freedom Alliance at: (800) 475-6620.

UN WATCH
By Freedom Alliance President Thomas P. Kilgannon

Outsourcing U.S. Homeland Security to the U.N.

 During the first 100 hours of Democrat control, the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed H.R. 1, part of which would outsource an important homeland security pro-
gram, the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), to the UN Security Council.  The PSI 
is a key national security program which emphasizes interdiction of Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMDs) and related materials. 

House Minority Leader John Boehner, who opposed this provision said, “America’s 
national security is the sovereign responsibility of America alone.  It should not be out-
sourced to foreign governments and international bodies.  H.R. 1 provides all members 
of the UN access to the strategies, routes, and participating countries in the program." 
Another opponent, Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, said that handing the PSI over 
to the United Nations would be tantamount to a "regulatory straightjacket overseen by 
an international bureaucracy." 

Kofi Annan’s Pal Gets Top U.N. Job

The new UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, appointed Kofi Annan’s former chief 
of staff, Alicia Barcena Ibarra of Mexico, as Under-Secretary-General for Management 
– the top administrative position at the United Nations.  Barcena, who hails from a 
country whose government is rife with corruption, will run the day-to-day operations of 
the UN, administering a $3 billion budget, and managing a staff of 9,000 employees.

Because the United States pays the largest share of the UN’s budget, the position is 
usually held by an American.  Chris Burnham, who had held high financial positions in 
state and federal governments in the U.S. as well as in the private sector, most recently 
held the job.  But in this case, Mr. Ban thought the UN financial operation would be 
better served by a biologist who has spent most of her career studying the environment. 

Among her numerous duties, Barcena, who has not released her personal financial 
records, will be in charge of the new UN Ethics Office which reviews – and keeps secret 
– the financial disclosure forms of approximately 2,000 UN staff members. Barcena will 
also oversee the construction of the new UN headquarters that is being financed with a 
$1.5 billion loan from the American taxpayers. 
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Freedom Alliance held its annu-
al Army-Navy Weekend from 
November 30 through December 2 FNovember 30 through December 2 F

in Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia.  
Freedom Alliance friends and supporters 
gathered from all around the country for 
an exciting weekend and an opportuni-
ty to spend time with Freedom Alliance 
Founder and Honorary Chairman LtCol 
Oliver North, USMC (Ret.) and President 
Tom Kilgannon, as well as other distin-
guished leaders and guest speakers.

On Thursday evening Oliver North 
presented the Freedom Alliance 2006 
Defender of Freedom Award to New 
York City Firefighter Stephen 
Siller “In recognition of his cour-
age and sacrifice on September 11, 
2001.  Stephen’s heroism demon-
strated his fidelity to the principles 
of freedom and the United States of 
America." 

2006 Defender of Freedom Award
Presented to

New York City Firefighter Stephen Siller
at the Army-Navy Weekend

put themselves at risk every day for oth-
ers.   We must keep alive their stories of 
heroism for generations to come.  Their 
legacy goes beyond our lifetime.” 

The weekend continued on Friday 
morning with a panel discussion enti-
tled, “Perspectives on the 2006 Elections 
and their Impact on America”  with dis-
tinguished speakers Kellyanne Conway, 
President, the polling company; Human 
Events Editor Terry Jeffrey; American 
Conservative Union Chairman David 
Keene; and Matt Cooper, Washington 
Editor of Portfolio magazine and former 
Time magazine White House correspon-
dent.   Mr. Griff Jenkins, a correspon-
dent with FOX NEWS Radio, shared 
photos of his recent trip to Iraq and pro-
vided his insights on the war. 

An enchanting Friday evening tour 
of George and Martha Washington’s 
Mount Vernon estate included the 
new Orientation Center, Museum 
and Education Center, and George 
Washington’s Presidential Library.  
Weekenders were treated to an exclusive 
“Mount Vernon by Candlelight” tour 
of the mansion decorated for an 18th

century Christmas.  Later, the guests 
enjoyed dinner at the historic Mount 
Vernon Inn with a special visit by none 
other than General George Washington 
himself!

On September 11, 2001, after just 
having finished an overnight shift 
at the firehouse, Stephen Siller was 
on his way home when he heard on 
his scanner news of the World Trade 
Center disaster. Stephen immediately 
turned his car around and drove to the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel.  With traf-
fic at a standstill, Stephen got out of 
his car, strapped on his gear and ran 
through the tunnel.  He eventually met 
up with his Squad members as they 
rushed into the World Trade Center. 
Stephen Siller and ten other members 
of his Squad perished while saving the 
lives of their fellow Americans.

Stephen is survived by his wife, 
Sarah, and their five children: Stephen, 
Jake, Genevieve, Olivia and Katie. The 
Stephen Siller FDNY “Let Us Do Good” 
Children’s Foundation pays tribute to 
all the firefighters and everyone lost 
on September 11.   The foundation has 
donated nearly one million dollars to 
various charities, including Freedom 
Alliance’s Scholarship Fund, which 
provides scholarships to the children 
of members of the U.S. military who 
have been killed or permanently dis-
abled in the line of duty.

THE STEPHEN SILLER 
STORY

At the award dinner at the Ritz-
Carlton Pentagon City in Arlington, 
Virginia, Colonel North reflected on 
Stephen’s life and his heroism.  

He said some today think of a 
hero as a one who catches the winning 
pass or climbs a mountain.  “In real-
ity,” Colonel North said, “real heroes 
are people who put themselves at risk 
for the benefit of others.  This is what 
Stephen Siller did and this is why he 
is a hero and why we honor him.  We 
need to tell his story again and again 
to inspire others to do good. Stephen 
is an example of so many people who 
have made this nation what it is today.  
Another extraordinary man was George 
Washington.  Without him, this coun-
try may not be a Republic.  George 
Washington was a hero; so too is 
Stephen Siller and so too is the soldier 
in Iraq.  I have seen in Iraq the extraor-
dinary heroism of the soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, Marines and Guardsmen who 

The award, presented posthumously, was accepted by 
Stephen’s brother, Frank Siller, who is Chairman of the 
FDNY “Let Us Do Good” Children’s Foundation, which was 
established to honor Stephen’s bravery and self-sacrifice by 
serving the needs of children who have lost a parent.

On Saturday morning it was off to 
Philadelphia for the 107th Army-Navy 
football game.  Weekend guests rooted 
for their favorite team from the sky-
boxes at Lincoln Financial Field.  To 
Colonel North’s great delight, Navy 
defeated Army in an astounding 26–14 
victory!

Helen and Mike Puntillo at Mount Vernon with Colonel 
North and General George Washington!

Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon, with his wife 
and daughters, visit with General Washington at Mount 
Vernon.

Dr. Gordon Austin with his wife, Meredith, and daughter, 
Lindsay, join Colonel North at the Army-Navy game.

Freedom Alliance Board member, Jerry Morris, and his wife, 
Becky, cheer for Navy, along with Colonel North.

Photos courtesy of Marsha Fishbaugh

Photo courtesy of Enfocus Photography

Carl and Gail Hoffman enjoy the game with Colonel North.
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Freedom Alliance Founder and Honorary Chairman, LtCol Oliver 
North, spent three weeks in Iraq in December 2006 reporting for 
FOX News.  We asked him about his time there.

What lies in the path of victory for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom?

When the Al-Maliki government failed to respond to the explo-
sion in Sunni vs. Shia sectarian violence, there was a near total 
breakdown of law and order in the Iraqi capital. In November, a 
classified Marine intelligence 
report leaked to the media esti-
mated that U.S. and Iraqi forces 
are “no longer capable of militar-
ily defeating the insurgency in Al 
Anbar province.”

Neither this leak – nor its 
bleak assessment – should come 
as a surprise to anyone.  The 
White House, Pentagon and State 
Department – focusing on globe-spanning mini-summits from Asia 
to NATO to the Middle East – failed to embrace a simple reality in 
the Marine intelligence report: the war in Iraq cannot be won by 
military means alone. 

The Marines and soldiers in Al Anbar win every battle. There is 
no Baathist, Sunni, Shiite, Jihadist, or Muslim Brotherhood militia; 
no terror organization or “insurgent group” that can beat U.S. Army 
soldiers or U.S. Marines in a gunfight anywhere in Iraq. But our 
troops have scant support from any other part of the U.S. govern-
ment. Only our military is on a “war footing.”

What needs to happen to change that?
Engaging the rest of the U.S. government in winning this war 

has to become a priority for the Bush administration. Time is not an 
ally for either government. 

Up to now, this war his been fought almost exclusively by 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, Guardsmen and Marines. U.S. Navy Sea 
Bees and Army engineers – not skilled professionals from the U.S. 
Department of Energy – are repairing pipelines and hooking up 
wires to help rebuild Iraq’s oil and electrical infrastructure. Marines 
and soldiers – not experts from the Department of Education – are 
opening schools and stocking them with textbooks. National 
Guardsmen from America’s heartland – not specialists from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture – are helping Iraqi farmers find better 
ways of feeding their countrymen.

What should the Baghdad government be doing?
They must urgently assert control over renegade militias, initi-

ate political reconciliation and put in place institutions of govern-
ment that both provide security for the Iraqi people and protect 

their civil liberties. It’s a tall order. But unless they rise to the neces-
sity, a “successful end” to this war will be problematic.

Getting the people of Iraq to “take charge of their own des-
tiny” hasn’t been easy. Though the Iraqi people voted in over-
whelming numbers in last December’s national elections, no one in 
Mesopotamia – other than exiles who have returned since Saddam’s 
demise – has experienced living in a democracy. Western institu-
tions of civil governance and discourse are as unfamiliar to the peo-
ple there as the language spoken by their liberators.

What did our troops in Iraq have to say to you?
“We’re here to win.” That’s how a U.S. Marine corporal put it 

when I asked him what he was doing in Iraq. When I pressed this 
20 year-old from the heartland of America to tell me what “win-
ning” meant to him, he was straightforward: “That’s when these 
people don’t need me to guard this street so their kids can go to 
school – when they can do it themselves.”

The soldiers, sailors, airmen, Guardsmen and Marines with 
whom we were embedded in Ramadi concur with their commander 
in chief. Not one of the many with whom we spoke believes that 
they are failing in their mission. They see the growing effective-
ness of the Iraqi army and police as proof of their effectiveness 
– and evidence that this war is heading toward a favorable outcome 
for the U.S. that they volunteered to serve – and the people of 
Mesopotamia. 

One U.S. officer told me, “the Iraqi security forces have plenty 
of courage but some of their troops and cops out here haven’t been 
paid for three months. Their problems are getting beans, bullets, 
band-aids and bucks from Baghdad.” 

Helping the Iraqis overcome those “five B’s” must become 
a priority for Washington. Brave young American riflemen have 
shown the Iraqis how to fight and protect civilians. Now the civil 
leadership in Baghdad needs to be shown how to keep their own 
troops fed, equipped and paid. Only then can U.S. troops be sure 
that they really are winning. 

Winning this one is crucial if the sacrifices being made today 
are to be worth anything.

WAR STORIES – Operation Iraqi Freedom  
by Oliver North
A Special Offer: 
In appreciation for your gift to Freedom Alliance of 
$100 or more, Freedom Alliance will send you an 
autographed hardbound copy of “WAR STORIES – 
Operation Iraqi Freedom” by LtCol Oliver North.  
It is 330 pages, with 34 color photos and includes 
a “War Stories from Iraq” DVD.  Please refer to the 
reply envelope which is attached to this newsletter. 

Victory in Iraq  – An Exclusive Interview with Oliver North

In appreciation for your gift to Freedom Alliance of 

a “War Stories from Iraq” DVD.  Please refer to the 

SUMMER 2007 MILITARY LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMIES FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

ARE FAST APPROACHING!
For the seventh consecutive summer, Freedom 

Alliance will hold a series of Military Leadership 
Academies for high school students on U.S. military 
bases throughout the country.  Leadership training for 
life is the MLA mission, built upon the U.S. military’s 
method of developing leaders with the core values of 
selfless service, teamwork, courage, integrity, depen-
dability, responsibility and respect. 

Student participants enjoy a unique and exciting 
opportunity to LIVE, EAT and TRAIN with soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and Marines.  For the Summer 2007 
Military Leadership Academy schedule and applicati-
on forms, please visit www.freedomalliance.org

CONGRATS, BARRY!
Congratulations to star pitcher Barry Zito, founder of Strikeouts 

For Troops, on his new seven-year contract with the San Francisco 
Giants, the largest pitching contract in baseball history.  Our deepest 
appreciation to Barry and all other baseball players whose contribu-
tions to Strikeouts For Troops have made it a huge success!  Last year 
Strikeouts For Troops donated over $100,000 to Freedom Alliance, 
which was then disbursed as grants to wounded service members at 
military hospitals to bring them the comforts of home.  Their gen-
erosity has assisted hundreds of combat-wounded troops and their 
families at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, National Naval Medical 
Center, Brooke Army Medical Center and other hospitals around the 
country, making them and their family’s lives better, easing their 
financial burdens, and reminding them how grateful we all are for 
their sacrifice and service to our country.  Thank you, Barry! PHOTO CREDIT: MICHAEL ZAGARIS
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