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Freedom Alliance Founder 
and Honorary Chairman, 
LtCol Oliver North, pre-

sented the 13th Annual Defender 
of Freedom Award to Ambassador 
John R. Bolton at the Defender 

of Freedom Award Dinner, 
November 29, at the Ritz-Carlton, 
Pentagon City in Arlington, 
Virginia.  Dinner attendees includ-
ed Freedom Alliance friends and 
supporters from all around the 

country, along with Midshipmen 
from George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C.  

In presenting the award, 
Colonel North described 
Ambassador Bolton as “an 
example of one who embodies the 
qualities of courage, fidelity and 
faith in the face of adversity.  He 
is a hero who has protected our 
honor and our interests at the 
U.N. where corruption is rampant, 
where anti-Americanism is the 
norm – outdone only by anti-
Semitism – where mediocrity is 
rewarded and where excellence, 
such as his, is denigrated.”  

Ambassador John Bolton Receives Defender of Freedom Award

Oliver North, Ambassador John Bolton and Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon with Oliver North, Ambassador John Bolton and Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon with 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipients Kira Kremer, a student at the State University of New 
York – College of Environmental Science and Forestry in Syracuse, and Tara McGrath a student at 
Loyola College in Baltimore, Maryland.

Oliver North presents Ambassador Bolton with Oliver North presents Ambassador Bolton with 
the Defender of Freedom Award.
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Freedom Alliance support-
ers and friends from all 
over the country enjoyed 

another extraordinary Army-
Navy Weekend in Washington, 
D.C. and Baltimore November 
29 through December 1 with 
Freedom Alliance President Tom 
Kilgannon and Freedom Alliance 
Founder and Honorary Chairman 
LtCol Oliver North.  

Following the presentation of 
the Annual Defender of Freedom 
Award to Ambassador John R. 
Bolton, weekenders spent Friday 
morning touring the International 
Spy Museum in Washington, D.C., 
where they were treated to a pri-
vate luncheon with two former 
CIA officers, Tony and Jonna 
Mendez. 

Their spellbinding presenta-
tion, “Disguise, Deception and 
Illusion:  Clandestine Operations 
Using the Principles of Magic,” 
reminded us of the many daring 
Americans who take incredible 
risks to protect our country and 
our freedom.  

Next came an afternoon 
and evening VIP tour of the 
new National Museum of the 
Marine Corps, a state-of-the-art, 
118,000 square foot museum 
which brought to life the proud 

The 14th Annual Army-Navy Weekend  

Oliver North, with Peggy and Doug Casement 
of San Antonio, Texas, enjoying the game.
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"ARMY-NAVY" CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

A member of the Navy Leap Frog Parachute A member of the Navy Leap Frog Parachute 
Team lands on the field prior to the Army-
Navy football game.

Freedom Alliance supporters Dr. Gordon Austin and his wife, Meredith, with their daughters, Freedom Alliance supporters Dr. Gordon Austin and his wife, Meredith, with their daughters, 
Courtney and Lindsey, and Oliver North at the Army-Navy football game.
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Army PFC Donald Axtell, who lost both legs in 
Iraq during a missile attack, speaks with Oliver 
North during the game.

Army PFC Donald Axtell, who lost both legs in 
Photo: Marsha Fishbaugh

Oliver North, with Peggy and Doug Casement 
Photo: Marsha Fishbaugh
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After accepting the award, 
Ambassador Bolton shared his 
insights regarding international 
crises including North Korea's 
nuclear threat, multiple challeng-
es from China, Iran's pursuit of 
nuclear weapons, the genocide in 
Darfur, hostilities between Israel 
and Hezbollah, and much more. 

Ambassador Bolton con-
cluded: “It is truly an honor to 
be in the company of such out-
standing previous [Defender of 
Freedom] awardees.  To receive 
the award from an organization 
like Freedom Alliance, it is so very 
special to me because the work 
you do is so important and so 
beneficial to our men and women 
in uniform.”

Ambassador Bolton is a dis-
tinguished diplomat who served 
as the United States Permanent 
Representative to the United 
Nations from August 1, 2005 to 

December 9, 2006 and as Under 
Secretary of State for Arms Control 
and International Security from 
May, 2001 to May, 2005.  Excerpts 
from Ambassador Bolton’s New 
York Times bestselling book, 
"Surrender Is Not An Option: 
Defending America at the United 
Nations and Abroad," may be read 
on Page 8 of this newsletter.

The Defender of Freedom 
Award is named in honor of 
LtGen Edward J. Bronars, a United 

Freedom Alliance supporter Jim Gammon Freedom Alliance supporter Jim Gammon 
offered the Invocation; George Washington 
University ROTC Midshipman Matthew Paul 
led the Pledge of Allegiance and Catholic 
University student Beth Rothschild sang the 
National Anthem at the dinner.

Oliver North with Midshipmen from George Washington University. Midshipmen from L to R: Oliver North with Midshipmen from George Washington University. Midshipmen from L to R: 
Adam Hoover, Matthew Paul, Megan Haydel, Robert Coyle, Casey Chenoweth, Thomas Gaffney, 
Karen Kallaur and Tim Strickler.

States Marine who served as 
the first Chairman of Freedom 
Alliance.  He was a U.S. Naval 
Academy graduate whose 32-
year career in the Marine Corps 
included distinguished service in 
two wars.  Previous Award recipi-
ents include:  General Tommy 

Franks, USA (Ret.); New York City 
Firefighter Stephen Siller (post-
humously); former Marine Corps 
Commandant General Charles 
Krulak; Mr. Sean Hannity; Captain 
Scott O’Grady, USAF;  Senator 
Jesse Helms and former Navy 
SEAL Stephen Toboz.

Award
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

heritage of the Corps and the 
vital role it has played since 
1775 in defense of our freedom.  
While there, our group was 
privileged to witness the Marine 
Corps Officer Candidates School 
Commissioning Ceremony.  A 
reception and dinner party on the 
Museum’s balcony overlooking 
the 210-foot high atrium lobby, 
and a speech by Colonel North, 
was the perfect ending to a mem-
orable day.

On Saturday morning, guests 
traveled to Baltimore for the 
108th Army-Navy Game to enjoy 
the patriotism and pageantry in 
skyboxes high above the field as 
Navy defeated Army 38-3 to the 
great delight of all the Navy fans.  
Following the game, all returned 
home, with the exception of 
Colonel North, who left to spend 
three weeks in Iraq to “hang 
around with heroes.” 

Photo: Jim Gasko

Photos: Jim Gasko

A vintage World War II era F4U Corsair hangs 
in the atrium of the National Museum of the 
Marine Corps.

Freedom Alliance Chairman of the Board Bob Eichenberg with grandsons, Jason Freedom Alliance Chairman of the Board Bob Eichenberg with grandsons, Jason 
Esquerra and Ely Ahle, at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico, VA.

Tony and Jonna Mendez, both former CIA Chiefs of Disguise, Tony and Jonna Mendez, both former CIA Chiefs of Disguise, Tony and Jonna Mendez, both former CIA Chiefs of Disguise, Tony and Jonna Mendez, both former CIA Chiefs of Disguise, 
addressed the Freedom Alliance guests at a luncheon at the 
International Spy Museum in Washington, D.C.

Army-Navy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freedom Alliance supporters Mike and Helen 
Puntillo with Freedom Alliance Development 
Officer Kathy Rothschild.

Freedom Alliance supporters David and Rita 
Scott enjoying the game with Oliver North.

Photo: Marsha FishbaughPhoto: Marsha FishbaughPhoto: Marsha Fishbaugh
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Amanda Berlinsky
Amanda Berlinsky, a graduate of the 2004 Military Leadership Academy, 

is a mechanical engineering major attending the University of San Diego.  
Amanda had never considered joining the Armed Forces, but attending the 
Academy changed her mind.

“The Military Leadership Academy helped me become a leader,” said 
Amanda.  “That summer I learned about teamwork, discipline and the impor-
tance of self-confidence.  Lessons I learned while attending the Military 
Leadership Academy helped prepare me for my future as an officer in the 
United States military.”

Currently, Amanda excels as a Midshipman in her university’s Navy ROTC 
program, where she is the Drill Team Platoon Commander, a mentor to fresh-
men and a member of the recruiting team for her unit.  She also works as a lab 
assistant in the Engineering Department and will be an instructor at the 2008 
Military Leadership Academy.  Following graduation, Amanda plans to pursue 
a career as a Marine Corps pilot. 

Justin Thomas
Justin Thomas, who attended the 2007 Military Leadership Academy in 

Washington, D.C., is an example of the kind of young men and women who 
are proud graduates of the Academies.

Justin enrolled in a Navy JROTC unit at his Houston high school, where 
he found a passion for the military and its disciplined style of life.  Justin took 
this love and admiration of the military into the Academy.  He was fascinated 
by his visit to the National Museum of the Marine Corps, saying: “The legacy 
of such distinguished Marines inspired me to pursue the same distinction 
myself.”

Justin is currently attending Texas A&M, where he is majoring in 
Sociology and is a member of the prestigious Texas A&M Corps of Cadets.  He 
plays an active role in Student Government and Christian organizations on 
campus.

He is considering pursuing a commission in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Freedom Alliance announces its 8th Annual Summer Military Leadership 
Academy for high school students with a greatly expanded and exciting FAcademy for high school students with a greatly expanded and exciting Fprogram to EDUCATE, MOTIVATE and INSPIRE the next generation of 

American leaders.  

The 2008 Summer Freedom Alliance Military Leadership Academy 
The Experience of a Lifetime for High School Students

Academy highlights include:
• Experiencing history first hand in the Washington, D.C. area at sites 

including the World War II Memorial, the Vietnam and Korean War 
Memorials and the National Museum of the Marine Corps, among others.

• Courses of study in U.S. Military History, American Civics and Leadership 
Foundations, as well as educational tours in Jamestown, Yorktown and 
Williamsburg.

• Tours and training at numerous military bases, likely to include:  Fort 
Eustis in Newport News, Virginia; Fort A.P. Hill in Bowling Green, Virginia; 
Langley Air Force Base in Hampton, Virginia; and Marine Corps Base 
Quantico in Virginia, among others.

 “Attending the Military Leadership Academy has expanded 
our cadets’ awareness of the importance of being an American 
and the sacrifices of our military service members.” 

- ROTC Commander Major Emilio Rodriguez, 
Reagan High School, Houston, Texas

                       clip and mail in the reply envelope attached to this newsletter  

Please send a complete information packet, including an application form, for the 
Summer, 2008 Military Leadership Academy to:

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________

City:______________________________________STATE: ______ZIP:  ____________________Cadets from one of the 2007 Military Leadership Academy classes stand in front of the World 
War II Memorial in Washington D.C.

Leadership Training For Life – Military Leadership Academy Alumni Spotlight

The 2008 Academy challenges and builds the mind, body and character of 
the cadets, while emphasizing core leadership values of selfless service, team-
work, courage, integrity, dependability, responsibility and respect.

This year’s new schedule includes two academy sessions offering attendees, 
or “cadets,” a full 12 days of activities, including an intense training environ-
ment and tours of military bases and historical sites.  This summer’s Military 
Leadership Academy Sessions are:

DATES: Tuesday, June 10 through Saturday, June 21, 2008
  Monday, July 28 through Friday, August 8, 2008
SITE: Cadets will be based at the historic Eastover Retreat Center in Spring 

Grove, Virginia, located on nearly 300 acres overlooking the James 
River, just a few miles from Williamsburg and Jamestown and near 
Newport News and Norfolk military bases.  

COST: $1,000 (for the entire 12-day program) which covers all meals, lodging, 
transportation during the Academy, all tours, equipment, educational 
materials and uniforms.  Thanks to Freedom Alliance supporters, a lim-
ited number of scholarships are available.

APPLY: Please visit www.MLAcamp.com for program details and an application 
form. 

A cadet works his way over an obstacle A cadet works his way over an obstacle 
during a physical training exercise.

A group of cadets explore a CH-46 helicopter.A group of cadets explore a CH-46 helicopter.

Photo: Don Sweeny
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Kansas
 Freedom Alliance hosted dinner for more than 70 injured soldiers 

at Fort Riley, Kansas, along with troops from the Hawaii National 
Guard and the Tennessee National Guard. In a letter to Freedom 
Alliance, Col. Dawn Smith, commanding officer for Irwin Army 
Community Hospital at Fort Riley, said, "The evenings’ dinner was 
a gesture of care, thanks and appreciation to some of Fort Riley’s 
Wounded Warriors.  It is organizations like yours that help make ser-
vice in the U.S. Army a true honor for me and our fighting soldiers." 

Georgia
 Everyday, hundreds of troops pass through Atlanta’s International 

Airport on their way to or returning home from Iraq.  In December, 
Freedom Alliance hosted a special Christmas lunch at the airport 
for nearly 300 troops returning to their units in Iraq or Afghanistan 
and gave them gift bags containing international pre-paid phone 
cards and gift cards. 

Texas
 Brooke Army Medical Center 

(BAMC) in San Antonio, 
Texas, specializes in the treat-
ment of burn victims and 
other critically injured troops 
coming home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  In December 
Freedom Alliance provided 
Christmas gifts and hosted 
a luncheon, where we were 
honored to have Santa Claus 
visit, for ten military families, 
each with a member recuper-
ating at BAMC.

Washington D.C.
 Each month, troops recovering at Walter Reed Army Medical 

Center are invited to GameTime! events held at the ESPN Zone in 
downtown Washington.  Our brave men and women and their 
families enjoy arcade-style games while watching sporting events 
on the numerous big screen TVs.

While millions of Americans 
celebrated Christmas 
spending time with their 

families and friends, thousands 
of America's sons and daughters 
spent their holidays fighting for 
the freedoms we are privileged to 
enjoy.  During the holiday season, 
and throughout the year, Freedom 
Alliance, thanks to the generous sup-
port of patriotic Americans, honors 
and supports America’s military 
heroes and their families. 

With Christmas parties for injured 
and recovering troops, including 
luncheons and dinners, and Christmas gifts for our troops and their 
families at home, Freedom Alliance made the holiday season a merry 
one for hundreds of our brave servicemen and women.

Adopt-A-Military-Family Program

Freedom Alliance provided hundreds of 
Christmas gifts for 21 families of military 
heroes injured or killed while serving our 
country, reminding their families that a 
grateful nation has not forgotten the sacri-
fices they have made.  One of the families 
Freedom Alliance sent gifts to included a 
wife and two young children, who were 
spending their first Christmas without 
their Dad, who gave his life in service to 
his country.  His youngest child, a little 
girl, never had the chance to meet her dad.  
It is Freedom Alliance’s hope that these 
and other military families – whose loss is 
immeasurable – enjoyed the holidays. 

Troop Appreciation Events 

Throughout the year, Freedom Alliance hosts Troop Appreciation 
Events, including lunches, dinners and sporting events to let the troops 
know that America appreciates and honors 
their sacrifices for our freedom.  Events dur-
ing November and December included: 

Alaska
 Freedom Alliance staff members trav-

eled to Fort Wainwright in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, and Fort Richardson in 
Anchorage, Alaska, to host two dinners 
for some 90 recovering troops in the 
Warrior Transition Unit (WTU). 

California
 Thanksgiving dinners were provided 

by Freedom Alliance for more than 500 
troops stationed in the San Diego area. 

Freedom Alliance Support Our Troops Program Honors and Supports Our Military Heroes   

“I want to thank you for the wonderful and thoughtful gifts 
that we received in the mail today.  The care packages that 
you sent brought many smiles to the faces and a few tears to 
the eyes of the troops today. Best of all were the letters and 
cards of encouragement.  I will be taking the stuffed animals 
and toys along with the candy and snacks to the U.S. Army 
Hospital here in Baghdad for distribution to the wounded and 
sick Iraqi children there. My soldiers and Marines thought of 
the littlest victims first.  It will really cheer the children up. 
Thank you all so very much.” 

– LTC Robert Paul, USAR, Baghdad, Iraq

hile millions of Americans 

Photo: Amy Amundson

The young daughter of a wounded warrior 
receives a shiny new bike from Santa as 
Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon 
looks on.

Photo: Amy Amundson

At the Brooke Army Medical Center Christmas At the Brooke Army Medical Center Christmas 
Party, Freedom Alliance President Tom 
Kilgannon visits with Army SPC Mary, who lost 
both arms defusing a bomb in Iraq, and her 
husband, who also serves in the Army.

Oliver North speaks with a wounded 
Marine.

Photo: Marsha Fishbaugh

Freedom Alliance provided hundreds of 

grateful nation has not forgotten the sacri-

Kaytie with her son, Jesse Jr., and 
daughter, Danielle, enjoy Christmas 
gifts from Freedom Alliance. Kaytie’s 
husband, SSGT Jesse, was recently 
killed in Afghanistan.  

Photo: Alicia Bruns
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Freedom Alliance Support Our Troops Program Honors and Supports Our Military Heroes   
San Diego Zoo Party

On December 16, Freedom Alliance sponsored a Zoo Party in San 
Diego, California, for more than 80 families with a service member in 
the U.S. Navy’s Individual Augmentation program that trains officers 
and enlisted troops for service in Iraq.  The families enjoyed a special 
Christmas lunch, zoo passes and Christmas gifts for the children and 
their parents. 

Hillsdale College and University of Kentucky 
Gifts for the Troops

Students at both the University of Kentucky and Hillsdale College 
in Hillsdale, Michigan, collected Christmas gifts and care packages for 
our troops, with the assistance of Freedom Alliance, which helped by 
shipping all the packages to Iraq. 

Freedom Alliance Takes Gifts to Walter Reed 

On Christmas Day, Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon 
and Programs Officer Alicia Bruns visited our wounded and recovering 
troops at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  There, they distributed 
gift cards and met with family members who were visiting patients not 
able to leave the hospital for the holiday.

“Thank you for sending the 200 Commissary food 
vouchers for us to use to help Soldiers during the holidays.  
On 6 December 2007 we had given out the last Commissary 
food voucher that we had on hand and were left with noth-
ing to give the soldiers during this season. The arrival of 
your donation could not have come at a better time. We 
greatly appreciate your help and support and know that the 
soldiers and their families who received these food vouchers 
appreciate it even more. If it had not been for your generous 
donation many soldiers and their families would have to go 
without. Thanks again for your help and support.”

– Chaplain Jon Tidball, US Army, Fort Hood, Texas

Four-year old Isaiah, whose father 
serves in the Navy, sits on his Big 
Wheel, one of the many Christmas gifts 
from Freedom Alliance to him and his 
family, which includes his older brother 
and sister and his mother.

Photo: Jen Ohman

Freedom Alliance Director of Programs Calvin 
Coolidge distributes gift bags to troops, all of whom 
are deploying to Iraq, as they make their way 
through Atlanta’s International Airport.  

Photo: Pepper Ailor

Tom Kilgannon greets 1LT April Kelly, USAF, 
when she stopped to pick up gifts provided by 
Freedom Alliance for the children of troops based 
at McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey.  Troops 
stationed overseas, who would not be home for 
Christmas, made a “Wish List” of gifts for their 
children and Freedom Alliance made their wish 
list a reality by purchasing and sending wrapped 
gifts to their children.

Photo: Pepper Ailor

Army Captain James Van Thach, who is stationed in 
Taji, Iraq, with a gift package sent by Freedom Alliance. 

Wounded warriors from Fort Riley, Kansas, enjoy a hearty meal at Doe’s Eat Place just prior to the 
Holidays.

Presents from Freedom Alliance for 
America’s wounded warriors and their 
families piled high just prior to the 
Christmas holiday.

Photo: Alicia Bruns

Photo: Pepper Ailor
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“The Future of Iraq,” 
“Protecting American 
Sovereignty,” “The 
Iranian Threat” 
and “The Future of 
Gitmo,” among oth-
ers.

More than 800 
people attended for-
mer House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich’s major 
address, “Solutions for America” 
which was open to all those 
on the ship.  Former Speaker 
Gingrich pointed out the many 
challenges facing America, includ-
ing a failing bureaucracy, a nation 
forgetting about its national iden-
tity that made it great and losing 
sight of how to defend our great 
nation.  He then offered three 
solutions he hopes will steer the 
nation toward the path to peace.

“We have to move the struc-
ture of government from a world 
that fails to a world that works.  If 
we are able to use an ATM any-
where in the world and instantly 
access our bank accounts and if 
we are able to track a package 

Newt Gingrich’s major 

Our “Seminar at Sea” ur “Seminar at Sea” 
– the 2007 Freedom – the 2007 Freedom 
Cruise aboard Holland Cruise aboard Holland 

America’s ms Westerdam, set sail 
in late August from Rome with 
140 guests, including “veterans” 
of previous Freedom Cruises 
and many new friends.  They 
were joined by Freedom Alliance 
Founder and Honorary Chairman 
Oliver North, Freedom Alliance 
President Tom Kilgannon, Former 
Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich, American Conservative 
Union Chairman David A. Keene, 
NRA Executive Vice President 
Wayne LaPierre, former U.S. 
Attorney General Ed Meese, Major 
General Paul Vallely, USA (Ret.) 
and former Georgia Congressman 
Bob Barr.

Guests participated in public 
policy seminars and in-depth 
discussions and debates during 
the ten-day “Seminar at Sea,” 
covering national security and 
international topics including: 
“The Jihad: An Overview of the 
Threat Facing America,” “Lessons 
from Sarkozy and the French,” 

The Freedom Cruise
A Policy Conference on the Mediterranean

through FedEx from the comfort 
of our home computers, why 
can’t the government develop this 
same technology to track illegal 
aliens or keep up with employee 
records?  We also have to reassert 

our American culture that has 
made us the great nation we are 
today,” he said.  And, “finally, 
we must have a real conversation 
about the actual challenges to our 
national security,” he concluded.

Oliver North, former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich and General Paul Vallely, USA (Ret.) 
conducted a seminar regarding the future of 
Iraq during the Freedom Cruise.

The 2007 Freedom CruisersThe 2007 Freedom Cruisers

Freedom Alliance Board member Ralph Smith, 
Cathy Gause and Oliver North on the Freedom 
Cruise.

Freedom Alliance Board member Jerry Morris Freedom Alliance Board member Jerry Morris 
and his wife, Becky, with Oliver North aboard 
the Freedom Cruise.

Photo: Pepper Ailor

Photo: Robert MeadowsPhoto: Pepper Ailor

Bradley Szkrybalo
“My father was willing to risk his life for the betterment 

of the country.  But he did more than just risk his life, he 
ended up giving his life,” says Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient Bradley Szkrybalo, a Mechanical Engineering 
major at Michigan Technological University in Houghton.

Bradley’s father, Specialist Anthony Kidd, served in the U.S. Army 
where he was deployed to Saudi Arabia during Operation Desert Storm.  
He was tragically killed by an exploding enemy land-mine.  Bradley 
says, “He was killed before I was ever able to have a talk with him.  I 
was too young to remember anything about him because he died when 
I was four.”

Bradley attended Howell High School, where he was an Honor 
Roll student.  He was also active in his Church Youth Group, where he 
served on mission trips to foreign countries and also volunteered in his 
community’s Special Olympics.

Bradley, who plans to graduate in May 2009, is a member of the 
Audio Engineering Society, a student-based organization which encour-
ages members to participate in the investigation towards new innova-
tive audio technologies, processes, approaches and theory.  He spends 
his free time working for the campus computer support center and 
playing recreational sports.

Lauren Dwyer
“I have a beautifully carved wooden chest with his flight 

suit, his Purple Heart, letters, a pair of blue jeans he last 
wore, tapes with Rock and Roll music he listened to while 
sitting in his airplane on watch during the war and pictures 
of our last trip to Disney World the Christmas right before 
he left for the Gulf,” says Freedom Alliance Scholarship 

recipient Lauren Dwyer, who lost her father while he was serving to 
keep our nation free.  She is a senior majoring in Public Relations at the 
University of Florida in Gainesville. 

Lauren’s father, Navy Lieutenant Robert Dwyer, was shot down 
piloting his F-18 during the first Gulf War.  He was on a mission in Iraq 
and was to return to his ship upon competition.  Neither Lt. Dwyer nor 
his plane were ever recovered.  Lauren was only three-years-old when 
Lt. Dwyer was killed. 

While at the University of Florida, Lauren has excelled with a 3.3 
GPA and participates in numerous extra-curricular activities, including 
major community projects with her sorority.  Lauren exemplifies what 
it means to be a great student and Freedom Alliance is proud to honor 
her father by providing financial assistance for her college education. 

Scholarship Student Spotlights
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Cal Huntzinger – The Little Town that Could

Cal Huntzinger, of Belvidere, New Jersey, has created the Our 
Town Freedom Fund to support the Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
Fund.  He challenged his home town folks to raise funds after being 
inspired by the song “Our Town,” sung by 2007 Hannity Freedom 
Concert headliners Montgomery Gentry. 

In addition to raising $5,000 for the Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
Fund, Cal circulated large, poster-size greeting cards for the wounded 
troops at Walter Reed.  By the end of the summer he had more than 50 
poster boards filled with messages of encouragement and gratitude for 
our troops.  He and his Our Town Freedom Fund are now raising 
funds for Freedom Alliance’s Support Our Troops program.

Cal Huntzinger and his wife, Margaret, with Oliver North at the 2007 Freedom Concert in New 
Jersey.

February 16 – Gator Trap and Skeet in Gainesville, Florida, will be 
hosting a Sweethearts Shootout to benefit the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund. 
www.gatorskeetandtrap.com

March 11 – Dr. Kevin Schultz will be hosting a dinner in Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin, to benefit the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund. 
www.halliechiropractic.com

Ongoing – Country singer Heather Wilkins has released her debut 
album and will be donating $1.00 from the sale of each CD and 10 
cents from every download to the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund.  
www.heatherwilkins.net

Coast to Coast Events to Benefit Freedom Alliance 
Special thanks to all those who sponsored and participated in events to support Freedom Alliance programs during 
2007 and those coming up during 2008.  We are deeply grateful for the enthusiastic and generous support.

Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colorado 

For every touchdown 
the United States Air 
Force Academy Falcons 
football team scored dur-
ing the 2007 season, a 
$1,000 donation was made 
to the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund by an 
anonymous foundation.  
Congrats to the Falcons on 
their great season, finishing 
the year with a 9-4 record 
and scoring 48 touchdowns, 
resulting in a total donation 
to Freedom Alliance of $48,000.  The donors initiated the touchdown 
donation idea to raise awareness among other military academies of 
the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund and Support Our Troops efforts, 
which benefit the children of America’s military heroes.

Greg Edmonds – The Ironman from Ohio

Congratulations and our deep appreciation to 
Greg Edmonds of Lebanon, Ohio, for his completion 
of two Ironman competitions.  The Ironman com-
petition is a grueling 140.6 mile event consisting of 
more than 26 miles of running, 112 miles of biking 
and almost 3 miles of swimming.  With a percent-
age of the money he raised matched by the Janus 
Corporation, Greg chose Freedom Alliance to benefit 
from his participation in this charity event with a 
total gift of more than $7,000. 

their great season, finishing 
Tom Kilgannon, with Freedom Alliance Scholarship Tom Kilgannon, with Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipients, Nicole Nunez and Joe Rodriguez, accepting a 
check from Hal Littrell of the Air Force National Bank.

Ironman Greg Edmonds rides his way through part of the 112-mile 
biking portion of the event.

Upcoming and On-Going Events to Benefit Freedom Alliance
Ongoing – HomesickGI.Com, a site that allows families and friends at 
home to send messages and share pictures with troops serving over-
seas, will be donating a portion of its membership fee to the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund. 
www.homesickgi.com

Ongoing – Since 2005, Redneck Snack Baskets, an online distributer of 
food gift baskets, has been donating a portion of their sales to Freedom 
Alliance to benefit the Scholarship Fund. 
www.rednecksnackbaskets.com 

Please accept our gratitude for your generous support.

Photo: Les NagyPhoto: Les Nagy
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Freedom Alliance Scores Top Charity Ratings
Freedom Alliance has achieved a “Four Star 

Charity” (top) rating from Charity Navigator 
and the “Best In America” Seal of Approval from 
Independent Charities of America.

 “We are proud to announce that Freedom 
Alliance has earned our 4-star (top) rating for its 

ability to efficiently manage and grow its finances.  Less than a quarter 
of the charities we evaluate have received our highest rating, indicating 
that Freedom Alliance outperforms the majority of nonprofits in America 
with respect to fiscal responsibility.  This ‘exceptional’ designation from 
Charity Navigator differentiates Freedom Alliance from its 
peers and demonstrates to the public it is worthy of their 
trust,” said Charity Navigator’s President, Trent Stamp. 

The Independent Charities of America (ICA) "Best In 
America" Seal of Approval allows potential contributors to 
easily identify which organizations are the top charities in 
the country.  Of the 1,000,000 charities operating in the 
United States today, it is estimated that fewer than 50,000, 
or 5 percent, meet or exceed these standards, and, of those, 
fewer than 2,000 have been awarded this Seal, reports ICA.

The Independent Charities Seal of Excellence is awarded to organiza-
tions that have, upon rigorous independent review, been able to certify, 
document, and demonstrate on an annual basis that they meet the highest 
standards of public accountability, program effectiveness, and cost effec-
tiveness. 

Visit Charity Navigator at www.charitynavigator.org and Independent 
Charities of America at www.independentcharities.org to learn more.  This 
seal of approval is a service mark of Independent Charities of America 
(ICA) and is used under license.  Freedom Alliance, not ICA, is responsible 
for the content of this material.

A Special Offer for Freedom 
Alliance Supporters

In appreciation for your gift to 
Freedom Alliance of $100 or more, 
we will send you an autographed 
hardbound copy of Ambassador 
John Bolton’s “Surrender is Not 
An Option” - 456 pages with 20 
pages of photos.  For details, 
please refer to the reply 
envelope attached to this 
newsletter.
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In his New York Times bestseller, 
“Surrender Is Not An Option,” 
Ambassador John Bolton writes about 

his encounters with top players at the 
United Nations, in the U.S. government and 
around the world, providing a behind-the-
scenes look at the United Nations. 
He recounts conversations with former UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice and President George 
W. Bush, showing the reader the inner work-
ings of the State Department and United 
Nations.  Working his way through the 
quagmire that is the United Nations, includ-
ing the epic Oil for Food Scandal, Mr. Bolton weaves a tale far different 
than that presented by the mainstream media. 

Mr. Bolton covers such important international topics as the crisis 
in Darfur, relations between Israel and Lebanon, negotiations within 
the Security Council on North Korea, U.S. relations with the European 
Union and the ticking time bomb that is Iran.  He offers his distinctly 
unique take on each topic with an insider’s view of how the situations 
really evolved.

Throughout the book, Mr. Bolton exposes one UN myth after 
another, even criticizing liberal, anti-American practices within the 

U.S. diplomatic core.  Few people can speak with great authority on 
the inner workings of both the U.S. State Department and the UN 
with hands-on experience in dealing with the very highest levels of 
both organizations like Mr. Bolton has, making “Surrender is Not An 
Option” a must-read. 

Behind the Scenes at the UN with Ambassador John Bolton

In appreciation for your gift to 
Freedom Alliance of $100 or more, 
we will send you an autographed 
hardbound copy of Ambassador 
John Bolton’s “Surrender is Not 
An Option” - 456 pages with 20 
pages of photos.  For details, 

Photo: Jim Gasko


