
Matthew Gonzales, a senior at Sierra Nevada College in Incline Village, Nevada, is majoring in Ski Business and Resort 
Management.  His older sister, Danielle, is also a Freedom Alliance scholarship recipient. 

Matthew’s father, Chief Petty Officer Pedro Gonzales, served in the United States Navy for 19 years.  He was killed in 
2001 in a helicopter crash while serving with the Joint Task Force, on a mission in Vietnam to recover remains of servicemen 
lost during the Vietnam War.  CPO Gonzales is a recipient of the Defense Meritorious Service Medal and the Legion of Merit. 

Reflecting on his Dad, Matthew says, “I was devastated by the 
news.  He was my hero, my role model, my father and he was now gone.  
At the age of ten I would need to be a leader for my family.  I led the 
funeral procession, standing tall carrying the cross into the church 
filled with uniforms my father once wore.  It was overwhelming, but I 
did not falter.  I needed him to be proud of me, not just today, but with 
what I would do with the rest of my life.”

Matthew thanked Freedom Alliance for his Scholarship, saying, “I 
cannot thank Freedom Alliance enough for believing in me, supporting 
my dreams and for reminding me of my hero, my father.  Your 
scholarship reminds me that people have not forgotten my dad and the 
work that my dad did for his country.   The scholarship helps keep his 
memory alive and it makes me strive to do my best for him and those 
who are supporting me.”

Kira Kremer, of Lockport, New York, is a 2011 graduate 
of SUNY Upstate Medical University, where she graduated with a 
doctorate in Physical Therapy.  

Kira’s father, Marine Sergeant Daniel Kremer, is 100 percent 
permanently disabled as a result of his military service.  Sergeant 
Kremer was a member of the Marine Corps and was stationed in 
Beirut, Lebanon, where he served as part of the multi-national 
peacekeeping force.  He was among the few survivors when terrorists 
bombed the Marine barracks in 1983.  In spite of his own injuries, 
Sergeant Kremer was one of a handful of Marines that searched through 
the remains of the destroyed barracks to seek out any survivors.  He 
was awarded a Purple Heart.

“Many people have helped me become the person that I am, 
but none so profoundly as my father,” Kira said.  “Although I am not old enough to remember my dad’s time of service, 
it has had an enormous impact on my life and views.  I appreciate every opportunity that I am given, knowing that my 
father and so many others just like him made those freedoms available to me.  The important lessons my father learned 
while in the Marine Corps have been instilled in me through his parenting and I believe that I am a much stronger person 
because of it.”

FASF recipient Kira Kremer in front of Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center.

FASF recipient Matthew Gonzales with Oliver North at 
the Las Vegas Freedom Concert.

Freedom AlliAnce SAluteS
our ScholArShip recipientS

mAking educAtionAl dreAmS come true 
For the children oF AmericA’S militAry heroeS

Dear Freedom Alliance,

Wanted to let you and all of our friends at Freedom Alliance know 
that Christopher [Mondie] graduated on May 13th, from Rider 
University Summa Cum Laude.  It was a wonderful day for his Dad 
and I, and I want the staff at FA to know we thought of Freedom 
Alliance and were once again thankful for our association with your 
wonderful organization.  

Although Christopher has graduated, we hope to continue our 
relationship with our friends at Freedom Alliance … our association 
has been about much more than the scholarship, many of the people  
I have met through Freedom Alliance have been an inspiration to  
me, they epitomize the goodness, generosity, integrity and bravery 
that makes the USA the best country in the world.  Christopher’s 
college years were the most challenging for Captain Mondie’s 
health and the presence of Freedom Alliance in our lives was very 
encouraging and inspiring.  

I look forward to working on projects with FA to assist our troops 
currently serving and our wounded heroes.  It felt so good to help with 
Gifts from Home last Christmas.  

God Bless Freedom Alliance and the USA!

Very best regards, 
Susan Mondie

Dear Freedom Alliance Supporter, 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your contribution to the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund. As a very fortunate recipient, the 
Freedom Alliance Scholarship has been a blessing 
for the past two years.  I have earned my Associate 
of Arts degree at the Columbus State Community 
College and have since transferred to The Ohio State 
University where I am currently working towards 
a Bachelors of Fine Arts degree (and Masters soon 
after) for ceramics and sculpture. 

To be attending one the best universities, I feel I have 
you to thank for helping aid my tuition in order to 
further my education.  In time I too, hope to have the 
opportunity to give back and help others reach their 
potential with a continued education. 

Once again, I thank you for your generosity and 
God bless you and your family!

Sincerely, 
Grace R. Cooper, 
Junior (B.F.A.) at The Ohio State University 
in Columbus, Ohio

A Living MeMoriAL to AMericA’s MiLitAry Heroes
The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund honors Americans in our Armed Forces, 
who have sacrificed life or limb, by providing college scholarships to their children.

Through the generosity of many Americans, Freedom Alliance has awarded 
over $4 million in scholarships to hundreds of outstanding students.  Freedom 
Alliance has been honored to play a small part in making the education dreams 
come true for the sons and daughters of America’s military heroes.  We have 
highlighted here just a few of our outstanding graduates from 2010 and 2011 
and congratulate them for their achievements and wish them bright futures.  
Through our Scholarship Fund, we remind these fine young Americans that 
their parents’ sacrifice will never be forgotten by a grateful nation.  The Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund is now accepting applications.  To learn more or to 
apply for a scholarship, please visit www.fascholarship.com.

Lt Col Oliver North 
USMC (Ret)

Sean Hannity
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i cAnnot thAnk Freedom AlliAnce enough For believing in me, Supporting my dreAmS And For reminding me oF my 
hero, my FAther.  the ScholArShip helpS keep hiS memory Alive And it mAkeS me Strive to do my beSt For him And thoSe 

who Are Supporting me.” — mAtthew gonzAleS, Student And ScholArShip recipient At SierrA nevAdA college

Brian Kerney, of Lodi, California, is a 2011 
graduate from San Diego Mesa College with a degree in 
Construction Management. 

Brian’s father Army Sgt Kenneth Kerney (Ret) is 
100 percent disabled due to injuries sustained from combat 
during the Vietnam War.  Brian wrote to Freedom Alliance 
about the incident in which his father was injured:  “It was 
a fire fight that occurred on 9/27/1967.  It took place in 
Song Chang, Vietnam between my father’s unit, Tiger Force 
and the 2nd North Vietnamese Army.  It started when the 
Tiger Force spotted the NVA across a river.  The Tiger Force 
moved into position to open fire on the seven men.  Moments 
later, a larger group of NVA was returning fire on the Tiger 
Force.  My father was 
shot in the process, 
but was not able 
to be evacuated by 
the helicopter due 
to the heavy fire. 
Tiger Force was later 
assisted by backup 
and my father was 
attended to, but the 
battle ensued for 
several nights.”

Cyle and 
Eric McNulty are 
the sons of Army 
Master Sergeant 
Michael McNulty.  
Cyle graduated from 
Western Carolina 
University in May.  
Eric is currently 
attending Sandhills 
Community College.  
Their sister, Rebecca 
McNulty is also 

eligible to receive a scholarship from Freedom Alliance and 
plans to attend North Carolina State University.

MSgt McNulty was killed in action on June 17, 2005, 
when he received a gunshot wound to the abdomen during 
an engagement with hostile forces in Al Qaim, Iraq.  He was 
assigned to Headquarters, U.S. Army Special Operations 
Command based out of Fort Bragg.  

During his Army career MSgt McNulty was  
awarded over 20 medals including 3 Bronze Stars with 
“V” device and the Purple Heart.  He was an Army Ranger 
and was Airborne qualified.  He is buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery.

FASF recipients Eric (on left) & Cyle 
McNulty with Oliver North at the 
111th Army Navy Football game.

Kalie Walters, currently a sophomore at the University of West Florida in Pensacola, 
is majoring in Psychology.  

Her father, Air Force TSgt Howard Walters, was killed on November 23, 2003, during 
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan when the MH-53M Pave Low helicopter of 
which he was a crew member and aerial gunner crashed during hostile action.  TSgt Walters 
was a member of the 20th Special Operations Squadron based out of Hurlburt Field, Florida. 
He is survived by his wife Melissa and their 4 daughters.

Kalie told us:  “Freedom Alliance is by far the best organization I have come in 
contact with. They have far exceeded my expectations on what a program can do to help 
military families and be involved with them and keep in contact. Being part of the Freedom 
Alliance family has helped me in so many ways!  Without them, going to college would have 

been a struggle financially.  They know everything they are doing and very helpful with any questions or concerns of mine or 
my mother.  They are just a great organization hands down, and I love being a part of it.”

FASF recipient Kalie Walters.

Maria James, currently a senior at Purdue University, is studying political science pre-law 
and is working as a summer intern at Freedom Alliance.  

When asked what Freedom Alliance means to her she replied:  “Everything!  The people at 
Freedom Alliance are my cheerleaders.  They’ve helped out with so much.  My only hope is that I can 
help give back what Freedom Alliance has given me.”  

Maria’s father, LTC Leon James, was injured in late September 2005, by an IED that hit 
his convoy, and passed away two weeks later at Walter Reed Army Medical Center from his severe 
injuries.  His mission in Iraq was to train the Iraqi Special Police Task Force.  LTC James was career 
Army and passed up retirement to be deployed with 3-314th FA regiment out of Fort Drum, New 
York.  “The mission in Iraq was tailor made for his expertise,” says Maria, “he couldn’t say no.”  

Maria’s father now resides in Arlington National Cemetery, surrounded by his fallen comrades.  Maria and her young sisters 
are overwhelmed with pride by their father’s service and smile because they know he’s always with them.  “Being a Freedom Alliance 
scholarship recipient is such an honor and I’m truly blessed to have an opportunity to help them change more lives.”

Freedom Alliance 
intern, Maria James

Brian Kerney with his parents on 
graduation day.

Kristy Dowdy, of Deridder, Louisiana, 
graduated from Louisiana Technical College. 

Kristy’s father, Army Master Sergeant 
Robert Dowdy, was killed on March 23, 2003, 
when his convoy was ambushed.  Sergeant 
Dowdy was one of eight soldiers found dead 
during the rescue of Jessica Lynch.  Sergeant 
Dowdy was awarded numerous medals and 
commendations 
including the Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart.

“The death 
of my father not only 
opened my heart to 
a world of people, 
but it opened my 
eyes to a new world,” 
expressed Kristy.  
“It has made me 
a stronger person 
emotionally and 
mentally.  I have 
come to realize that my father may not be with 
me in person, but he is with me spiritually.  He 
will live forever in my heart.”

FASF recipient Kristy 
Dowdy with Colonel 
North.

Christopher Mondie, of Barnegat, New Jersey, 
graduated on May 13th, 2011 from Rider University 
Summa Cum Laude.  While he was in school, Chris 
worked at Rider’s neuroscience lab where he and Dr. 
E. Todd Weber researched the relationship between 
chemotherapy and brain cell division.  

In March, Chris found out that he had been 
accepted to Medical School and sent Freedom Alliance 
this message:  “I am proud to share the news with my 
friends at Freedom Alliance, that I have been accepted 

at, and will be attending New York College of Osteopathic Medicine at New 
York Institute of Technology, in Old Westbury, Long Island … not only was this 
scholarship a tremendous financial help, it was a strong motivator to succeed 
… Freedom Alliance awarding me a scholarship for all four years allowed me 
to take advantage of all Rider had to offer … A thank you to Freedom Alliance 
seems so inadequate …  Please accept my heartfelt appreciation for all you have 
done for me.  Freedom Alliance will always be a part of my life.”

Chris’ father, Army Captain Donald Mondie, was a member of the 
United States Army for five years and is 100 percent permanently disabled 
due to his exposure to Agent Orange, during the Vietnam War.  

In addition to his studies and research, Chris is also an Emergency 
Medical Technician (EMT) and a volunteer for his community’s First Aid 
Squad in Barnegat, New Jersey.  “Dad believes in honor, responsibility and 
service,” said Chris.  “I am proud he has instilled these values in me.  He is, as I 
am, proud of his service and he considered it his duty to serve the country.”

Christopher Mondie


