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“ our days after      
 being  blasted  
 to pieces by an IED 

in Iraq, Andrew Kinard was in 
the intensive care unit at the 
National Naval Medical Center 
in Bethesda, Maryland, with his 
family around his bedside, and 
still praying.  By Christmas 2006, 
Drew, as his Marine and Naval 
Academy friends call him, had 
already endured more than two 
dozen surgeries, and was fighting 
for his life.”

Freedom Alliance Honors an American Hero:
First Lieutenant Andrew Kinard, USMC 

So explained Oliver North as he pre-
sented the 2008 Defender of Freedom 
Award to First Lieutenant Andrew Kinard, a 
Marine and an American hero, at the annual 
Freedom Alliance Defender of Freedom 
Award Dinner.  Radio host and author Laura 
Ingraham joined in the salute to Andrew 
with her keynote address.

The Edward J. Bronars Defender of Freedom 
Award is presented each year to an outstanding 
individual who, in the face of adversity, exempli-
fies faith, courage and fidelity to the Constitution 
and the principles of freedom. Keynote speaker Laura Ingraham
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Oliver North presents the Defender of Freedom Award to 
1stLt Andrew Kinard, USMC.  Despite losing both his legs 
in Iraq, Andrew rose to the podium to say, “I am honored to 
stand before you this evening.” CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Hannity Freedom Concerts Are Back!
Eight Coast-to-Coast Concerts

Sean Hannity and Freedom Alliance are proud to announce eight 
Hannity Freedom Concerts this August.  The Freedom Concerts will 
feature an all-star entertainment lineup, including country music star 

Billy Ray Cyrus. A Grammy-nominated, multi-platinum selling artist, Cyrus 
is best known for his hit “Achy Breaky Heart.”  Past Freedom Concert favor-
ites, including country music legends Lee Greenwood and Charlie Daniels 
and contemporary Christian singer Michael W. Smith, will also perform. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Sean Hannity and Oliver North

Meet Our New Scholarship Students – Page 3

Supporting Our Troops at Home and Abroad – Pages 4–5

2009 Hannity Freedom Concert Schedule – Page 6

Join the 2009 Freedom Cruise and Conference – Page 7
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Along with First Lieutenant 
Kinard, the award was presented to 
the U.S. Marines deployed with First 
Platoon, Alpha Company, Second 
Light Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion to Operation Iraqi Freedom 
in August, 2006.  During their 
deployment, they showed extraordi-
nary heroism, immeasurable courage 
and dedicated service. 

Andrew Kinard, 25, is a native 
of Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
and a 2005 graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy.  In August, 
2006, he deployed to Iraq with his 
unit.  During his deployment, First 
Lieutenant Kinard was severely 
injured resulting in the loss of both 
legs.  He would eventually undergo 
nearly 60 surgical procedures.  
Remarkably, Andrew continues to 
serve his country as an active duty 
Marine.

Colonel North Shares 
Andrew’s Remarkable Story

“On October 29, 2006, Lieutenant 
Kinard was leading his Marines on a 

foot patrol in Rawah, Iraq — search-
ing for a terrorist bomb factory — 
when a command-detonated IED 
exploded directly next to his left leg.  
The blast blew him into the air — 
and he landed almost 20 feet from 
the crater.  Three other Marines were 
wounded. 

“He was airlifted to the Marine 
Air Base at Al Asad, then to the 
trauma hospital at Balad, north of 
Baghdad.  By the time he was flown 
to Landstuhl, Germany, he had gone 
into cardiac arrest and been resusci-
tated — twice.  Emergency surgeries 
went on nearly non-stop to plug 
the seemingly innumerable holes 
punched in his body.  His family 
was alerted, and a prayer vigil held.  
Hundreds of people half a world 
away went to their knees and begged 
God for a miracle.  Some miracles 
happen immediately.  This one took 
awhile.

“When I walked into his hospi-
tal room, his mother and his sister 
Katherine were with him.  His dad, 

a doctor in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, and two younger siblings, 
Courtney and Will, were all enroute 
to spend Christmas with their badly 
battered Marine.  His abdomen was 
an open hole.  And he was smiling.  
‘God is good,’ he said in greeting.

“Over the next eleven months 
of hospitalization, Andrew was liv-
ing proof of that statement.  When 
I would ask him or his family, ‘How 
can I help you?’  The inevitable 
response would be:  ‘Just pray for 
recovery.’  And so, he also became 
evidence of the power of prayer.

“His recovery will continue for 
years to come.  But on one of my 
visits to him in the hospital, the man 
who had once played rugby at the 

A Special Offer for 
Freedom Alliance Supporters

In appreciation for your gift to Freedom Alliance of $50 or 
more, we will send you a hardbound copy of Laura Ingraham’s 
latest best-seller, Power to the People.  For details please refer 
to the reply envelope enclosed with this newsletter.Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipient, Stanford 

Thompson, played “God Bless America” and the 
“Marine Corps Hymn” on his trumpet at the Dinner.  
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DEFENDER OF FREEDOM  
(CONTINUED FrOM PAGE 1)

Three Freedom Alliance Scholarship recipients attended the Dinner and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
(From Left to Right) Stanford Thompson of the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, Oliver North, Andrew Kinard, 
Meaghan Shoaf of the University of Baltimore, Bethany Love of Radford University in Virginia and Tom Kilgannon. 
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Naval Academy said, ‘I don’t need 
legs.  I have my arms.  I learned dis-
cipline at the Naval Academy.  I have 
my faith — and a desire to serve.  
Maybe I’ll go to law school,' he said. 

“Andrew has all of that – and 
more.  He also has a great sense of 
humor.  He has a T-shirt with the 
words ‘Marine For Sale’ printed on 
the front.  On the back it reads: ‘40% 
Off — Some Assembly Required.’” 

Laura Ingraham Salutes 
Andrew Kinard

Freedom Alliance was honored 
to have best-selling author and radio 
and TV host Laura Ingraham as 
the keynote speaker at the Award 
Dinner.  She praised Andrew’s 
dedication and sacrifice, noting his 
ability to keep on smiling despite the 
horrific events he has endured.  She 
noted that America needs to remem-
ber a virtue that in the self-centered, 
sensationalist culture we live in today 
has been long forgotten:  sacrificial 
concern.  Andrew hasn’t forgotten, 
and applies this virtue to his every-
day life.  She said, “I’m not worried 
one bit about what might or might 
not happen in America in the com-
ing years.  You know why?  Because I 
heard Andrew tonight, and I believe 
in America.  Period.” 

At their 
December, 
2008 meeting, 

the Freedom Alliance 
Board of Directors 
elected fellow board 
member, Virginia 
State Senator Ralph K. 
Smith, as Chairman.  
He succeeds Robert 
Eichenberg of 

Virginia State Senator Ralph K. Smith Elected Chairman of the Freedom Alliance Board of Directors
Newport Beach, California, who had 
served as Board Chairman since 1997.  

In 2007, Ralph Smith was elected to 
a four-year term in the Virginia Senate, 
where he serves on the Transportation, 
the Local Government and the Privileges 
and Elections Committees.  From 2000 
to 2004, Senator Smith served as the 
Mayor of Roanoke, Virginia.  Earlier, he 
served in the U.S. Coast Guard Reserves 
and founded and served as CEO of Ralph 

Smith, Inc, a manufacturing company in 
Roanoke, until his retirement in 2006.  
Since then, Senator Smith continues to 
devote full time to public service.

The Freedom Alliance Board        
honored Robert Eichenberg with the title 
“Chairman Emeritus” in recognition of 
his many years of service and leadership 
to Freedom Alliance and in apprecia-
tion for his most faithful and generous 
financial support.  Tom Kilgannon, 

Freedom Alliance President, said of Bob: 
“He served Freedom Alliance in the 
same way he served our country — with 
honor and dedication.  As a graduate of 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 
Bob lived the commands of Duty, Honor 
and Country during his distinguished 
23-year career as a fighter pilot in the 
United States Air Force and Air Force 
Reserves.  Bob has been an inspiration 
and an example to us all.”

Senator Ralph K. Smith
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The 2009-2010 Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
application is available at www.fascholarship.com.  
For more information on Freedom Alliance, please 
visit www.freedomalliance.org  or call (800) 475-6620.

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund honors 
the bravery and dedication of Americans in 
our Armed Forces, who have sacrificed life or 

limb, by providing educational scholarships to their 
children.  Some of our new scholarship recipients are 
featured here.

LeAnna and Sara Felts
        “My dad loved being a soldier,” 
said Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient LeAnna Felts.  “When he left 
for war, he had no regrets.  He knew he 
may never make it back home — and 
he didn’t.”  LeAnna’s sister, Sara, is also 
a scholarship recipient.  Their father, 
Army Colonel Thomas Felts, Sr., was 
killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
having served in the Army for 27 years.

While on patrol in Baghdad, 
Colonel Felts’ humvee was hit by an 
IED at an abandoned checkpoint, kill-
ing him and his gunner.  Colonel Felts 
is the recipient of the Purple Heart and 
Bronze Star.

Sara, a junior at Campbell 
University in Buies Creek, North 
Carolina, is majoring in Social Work.  
LeAnna is a freshman at Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, majoring in Marine Science.  The girls have two 
younger siblings, Rebekah, 15, and Thomas, 13, who will 
also be eligible for a Freedom Alliance scholarship in 
future years.

The Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund: 
remembering Our Heroes, Helping Their Children

Tony Bertolino 
       “My dad has inspired me to give 
my all for the things I love.  He died 
for his beliefs and for those he loved,” 
said Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient Tony Bertolino, a fresh-
man majoring in Business at Mount 
San Jacinto College in San Jacinto, 
California.

Tony’s father, Staff Sergeant Stephen Bertolino, served 
in the U.S. Army and was killed in action in 2003 when 
his convoy was ambushed in Iraq.  He is the recipient of 
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star. 

Maria James
“I know that when I stand to 

honor the flag, I also stand in honor of 
all soldiers, and most importantly, to 
the parents whose life created mine,” 
said Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient Maria James, a freshman 
majoring in Political Science at Purdue 
University in Lafayette, Indiana.

Maria’s father, Lieutenant Colonel 
Leon James, served in the U.S. Army 
until he was killed in action in 2005, when an IED deto-
nated on the side of his humvee during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  As an organ donor, LTC James was able to 
save more lives as he supplied three organ transplants.  
He was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star with 
a Combat “V” for his valor.  

The Freedom 
Alliance Military 
Leadership 

Academy is an exciting, 
challenging and reward-
ing summer program 
for high school students, 
who learn fundamental 
leadership principles 
focused on core values 
of Selfless Service, 
Teamwork, Courage, 
Integrity, Dependability, 
Responsibility, and Respect. 

The Academy Cadets will tour U.S. military bases 
where they will be briefed on the hardware that pro-
tects our freedom.  By graduation, the cadets will have 
a fundamental understanding of military life, leader-
ship doctrines and valuable character traits. 

The Military Leadership Academy:
A Unique Adventure for High School Students

2009 Military Leadership Academy Sessions:
July 5 – 18 — Fort Pickett, VA
July 26 – August 8 — Spring Grove, VA 

For more information on the Academy, please visit 
www.mlacamp.com, call Academy Director Pepper 
Ailor at (800) 475-6620 or complete and mail the form 
to the right using the reply envelope inserted in this 
newsletter.  For more information on Freedom Alliance, 
please visit www.freedomalliance.org.

Freedom Alliance cadets in front of the world’s most advanced fighter — 
the F-22 Raptor. Academy cadets were given unprecedented access to 
the plane at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia.

Sara Felts' father, 
Army Colonel Thomas 
Felts, was killed while 
serving in Iraq.

LeAnna Felts is 
a freshman at 
Eckerd College.

Tony Bertolino is a 
freshman at Mount 
San Jacinto College.

Maria James lost her 
father when she was 
only a sophomore in 
high school.

Cadet Travis Boss negotiates the 
obstacle course at Fort Eustis in 
Virginia.
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clip and mail
in the reply envelope enclosed with this newsletter

Please send a complete information packet, including 
an application form, for the Summer, 2009 Military 
Leadership Academy to:

Name:  ___________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

City:  _____________________________________________

State: ________________Zip: _________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you so much for Maria’s scholarship.  We are 
so grateful. Maria is one of the hardest working 
young people I know.  Even after the death of her 
father during her sophomore year, she brought 
herself back up and dove into her work and never 
looked back.  She is very active in the ROTC pro-
gram at Purdue and hopes to be commissioned 
as an officer in the United States Army after four 
years.”

“As the mother of three daughters I can see 
every day that a college education is so important 
these days.  Their father would not have it any 
other way.  As the widowed mother of three girls 
I struggle daily hoping that I am making the right 
decision for their future.  With awards like this 
it surely helps relieve me of so much.  It’s great 
people like Sean Hannity and the American public 
who help make it possible to educate our kids.  To 
you and them I am truly grateful.”

Sylvia James
Mother of Scholarship recipient, Maria 
James, and widow of LTC Leon James, USA
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During 2008, Freedom Alliance expanded the Support Our Troops     
program to honor and thank our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Guardsmen 

and Marines for their service and sacrifice to our nation.  More than 7,000 
troops and their families attended the 69 events sponsored and hosted by 
Freedom Alliance during 2008.  Featured here are just some of the many 
recent Freedom Alliance projects and events made possible through the  
generous support of our faithful donors.

Gifts for Our Wounded Warriors
In honor of their service, 

Freedom Alliance sent 5,200 
Christmas gift bags to our troops at  
Warrior Transition Units (WTU).   
Thousands of wounded troops are 
based at WTUs around the country, 
which are home for many injured 
and recovering servicemen and 
women who are hoping to make a 
full recovery and transition back 
into military service or civilian 
life.   For this project, Mannheim 
Steamroller donated  thousands of 
copies of their CD, The Christmas 
Angel: A Family Story, and FOX 
News host, Glenn Beck, donated 
thousands of his newest book, 
A Christmas Sweater, for the gift 
bags.   Notes of encouragement from 
Freedom Alliance supporters and Freedom Alliance Founder and Honorary 
Chairman Oliver North’s best-selling new book, American Heroes, were also 
enclosed in many gift bags.

Adopt-A-Military Family
The Freedom Alliance 

Annual “Adopt-A-Military 
Family” project deliv-
ered brightly-wrapped 
Christmas gifts — more 
than 500 of them — to 
20 families, including 63 
children of military heroes 
injured while serving 
our country or currently 
deployed overseas.  Many 
of our “adopted” families 
were without loved ones 
for the first Christmas, 
while others are dealing 
with family illnesses and 
financial hardship.  

Gifts from Home
Nearly FOUR TONS of Freedom Alliance “Gifts from 

Home” care packages were shipped last year to our ser-
vicemen and women in all branches of our Armed Forces 
serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Italy, and on various 
U.S. Navy ships.  Special Christmas “Gifts from Home” 

boxes were 
shipped to say THANK YOU 
AND MERRY CHRISTMAS 
to our troops.  The gift boxes 
contained some of their most-
requested items, including toilet-
ries, candy, non-perishable food, 
books, magazines, DVD's, pre-
paid international calling cards, 
hand held games and much 
more. Special thanks to the ViJon 
Company in St. Louis, Missouri 
for donating 30,000 bottles of 
GERM-X hand sanitizer for 
our troops.  Freedom Alliance 
received hundreds of thank you 
emails from our troops.  Lt. 
Michael wrote us from Iraq:  “I 
just received your care packages 

today and wanted to thank you.  My Marines appreciate your packages and 
it truly raises their morale knowing that organizations like yours have not 
forgotten about the men and women over here.”

A Special Christmas Treat for a Military Family
Freedom Alliance, in partnership with Mannheim Steamroller and 

Universal Studios Orlando, treated Army SSG Jason Eichelman, his wife 
Raquel, and their son, Trevor, 5, to a four-day holiday at Universal Studios 
theme park in Orlando, Florida.  SSG Eichelman suffered severe injuries 
(including damage to one of his legs and traumatic brain injury) in Iraq 
when terrorist insurgents attacked his convoy with an anti-tank missile.   

Honoring and Supporting Our Brave Defenders of Freedom – Our Biggest Effort Ever!

The Eichelman family (left) stands with Mannheim Steamroller’s founder, Chip Davis, at Universal Studios. 
With them is Freedom Alliance Director of Programs Calvin Coolidge.

Major Margaret Weitzel (first row center) and her fellow 
Marines, recipients of Freedom Alliance Gifts From Home, 
spent their Christmas in Iraq, bravely defending our nation. In 
April, 2008, Major Weitzel’s unit presented Freedom Alliance 
with an American flag that had flown above their home camp, 
Al Taqaddum, Iraq, with thanks for “loyal and faithful support 
to the Marine Corps.” 

Nathan Albertson enjoys his Christmas gifts from the Freedom 
Alliance “Adopt-A-Military Family” program.  Nathan's father, Navy 
LN2 Brian Albertson, was deployed when his wife was eight and-a-half 
months pregnant.  She recently gave birth to Nathan's sister, Abigail.

Oliver North and Freedom Alliance Program Officer, 
Alicia Bruns, stand with some of the more than 500 
Christmas gifts Freedom Alliance gave 20 “adopted” 
families, which included 63 children.
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Honoring and Supporting Our Brave Defenders of Freedom – Our Biggest Effort Ever!
Fort Sill Christmas Party

More than 120 service members and their families greatly enjoyed 
the Fort Sill Christmas Party hosted by Freedom Alliance at “The Masters 
Kitchen” in Medicine Park, Oklahoma, where local Christmas volunteers 
helped serve the meal.  Santa arrived to help deliver gifts and tell a story to 
the children.  “Your willingness to support our wounded makes defending 
freedom worthwhile,” said SSG Bret.

Once-In-A-Lifetime Sporting Events for Our Troops:

Military Appreciation Day at Shea Stadium 
On September 23, Freedom Alliance hosted our first annual “Military 

Appreciation Day” at Shea Stadium in New York.  More than 1,200 troops 
and their families from the New York and New Jersey area attended the game 
and had a great time.  Before the game, eight military families were invited on 
the field for a huge surprise:  seeing and talking with their husbands, fathers, 
and sons who are serving in Afghanistan, who were on a special satellite 
hook-up from their base in Afghanistan.  Special thanks to Freedom Alliance 
friend and supporter, Steve Castleton (who has two sons on active duty in the 
U.S. Army), for helping arrange this 
incredible event for our troops.

Wounded troops and their families, stationed at Fort Sill in Oklahoma, enjoy a Christmas party hosted by 
Freedom Alliance.

Enjoying Football in Style
The support of our generous donors allowed Freedom Alliance to treat 

wounded troops from Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Bethesda 
Naval Medical Center, along with 
Virginia National Guard Soldiers, to 
three Washington Redskins games last 
fall.  They enjoyed the games in comfort 
from a luxury skybox at FedEx Field 
outside Washington, D.C.  The members 
of the National Guard unit had only 
recently returned from deployment in Iraq.  
Others were wounded in deployments to 
Afghanistan and are now rehabilitating at 
Walter Reed Army  and Bethesda.

“We had such a great time at the 
Redskins game.  Many of my soldiers said 
it was the best time of their life.  We come 
from all walks in the military and there are 
not many opportunities like this for most of 
these guys.  It was a much-needed and well-
deserved break from military life,” said a grateful Sergeant Jeremy.

A Special Homecoming for Our Sailors
Freedom Alliance was proud to host a homecoming party in December at 

Naval Base San Diego for several hundred Sailors of the USS Thach, a frigate 
deployed in the South Pacific Region.  The much-anticipated homecoming was 
a cause for celebration as Sailors and their families were united once again and 
enjoyed great food, games and crafts for the children and much more.  The Captain 
of the USS Thach, Commander David W. Haas, thanked Freedom Alliance for the 
party and a Navy wife, Natalie, expressed her appreciation:  “It’s great to know that 
other Americans are as excited as we are that our Sailors have come home.” 

BBQ at Walter Reed
More than 250 soldiers, Marines, sailors, airmen and their families were 

treated to a barbeque, with on-site grilling by Famous Dave’s Barbeque, host-
ed by Freedom Alliance at the Mologne House at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center.  Students who are veterans from the George Mason University’s 
group, Education for Virginia Veterans, volunteered to help with the event.

A “Welcome Back” and “Send Off” Lunch for our Troops
For the second straight year, Freedom Alliance, through the generosity 

of Rita and David Scott, hosted a 
lunch for 300 troops at the Atlanta 
International Airport USO station in 
December.  Freedom Alliance also 
distributed prepaid phone cards to 
servicemen and women returning 
from, or heading to, the frontlines of 
Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait.  Our 
thanks to the USO for their support 
of this event.

An Army veteran from Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center and his dad enjoy a Sunday 
afternoon at the Washington Redskins game 
from a skybox, courtesy of Freedom Alliance.

Melissa Tuffy and her two children smile as dad, Navy 
PO2 William Tuffy, speaks with them from Afghanistan 
through the New York Mets’ outfield big screen.

American heroes watch an exciting Mets game in Shea 
Stadium with Tom Kilgannon.

Rita Scott helps serve lunch for troops departing for 
service in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait.
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Since 2003, the Hannity Freedom Concerts, along with 
many generous donors, have contributed millions of dollars 
to the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund, which has now 
awarded $2.5 million in scholarships to deserving young 
Americans.  For each student, their scholarship is a reminder 
that a grateful nation will never forget their parents’ sacrifice.

Listen to Sean’s radio show each weekday or visit     
www.hannity.com for Freedom Concert updates.

Hannity Freedom Concerts
(CONTINUED FrOM PAGE 1)

2009 Hannity Freedom Concert Dates*
 August 1  Houston, TX  The Woodlands Pavilion
 August 2  Dallas, TX  Nokia Theatre
 August 7  San Diego, CA  Cricket Wireless Amphitheatre
 August 8  Las Vegas, NV  The Orleans Arena
 August 9  Phoenix, AZ  Jobing.com Arena
 August 15  Jackson, NJ  Six Flags Great Adventure
 August 21 Cincinnati, OH      Kings Island Amusement Park
 August 22 Atlanta, GA  The Arena at Gwinnett Center
 * Dates are subject to change.

Billy Ray Cyrus Lee Greenwood

Charlie Daniels

(Top and Bottom) The audience enjoys a Hannity Freedom Concert.

Lee Greenwood and Oliver North visit with service members following a 2007 Freedom Concert.

Americans of all ages and from across our great 
nation come to honor our troops at Hannity Freedom 
Concerts.

Members of the U.S. Army and their families especially enjoy the 
patriotic concerts.
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one of the world’s finest museums, featuring 
nearly three million exhibit items housed in 
ten buildings, of which seven are monuments 
of 18th and 19th–century Russian architecture 
and culture.

Want more? Sign up for the pre-cruise 
three-day sight-seeing tour of one of 
Europe’s oldest and most beautiful cities — 
Copenhagen.  Discover the Dutch capital by 
strolling along the streets and canals from 
the 17th century, visiting some of the many 
museums and shopping in one of Europe’s             
most stylish cities.

Join Oliver North and our whole host of Conservative Stars on the 
2009 Freedom Cruise and Conference and enjoy the elegance and luxury 
of Holland America’s newest ship, the ms Eurodam, by booking your cruise 
today!  Take advantage of reduced cabin prices!  Please go to www.freedom-
cruise.com or call Cathy Hart at the Cruise Authority at (800) 707–1634 to 
make your reservations.  For any other questions, please contact Jennifer 
Pusatere, Freedom Alliance Director of Development, at (800) 475–6620.

Remembering an American Hero
Freedom Alliance was proud to once again be a beneficiary of the annual Tunnel to Towers run in New York City to 

honor fallen firefighter Stephen Siller, who died on 9/11 trying to save his fellow Americans from the burning towers. In 
2006, Freedom Alliance presented its Defender of Freedom Award (posthumously) to Firefighter Stephen Siller.  Each year 
the “Let Us Do Good” Children’s Foundation, a charity started by Stephen’s family, holds the New York Firefighter Stephen 
Siller Tunnel to Towers run in honor of Stephen and the others killed on 9/11 and to raise money for the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund and other charities.  We thank them for their faithful support.

Air Force Falcons Score for Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund and the Support Our Troops program
For the second consecutive year, a foundation (which wishes to remain anonymous) donated $1,000 to the Freedom 

Alliance Scholarship Fund for every touchdown the United States Air Force Academy Falcons football team scored during 
the 2008 season. Congratulations to the Falcons on finishing 8-5 and receiving a bid to play in the Bell Helicopter Armed 
Forces Bowl.  The Falcons scored 36 touchdowns this season resulting in a $36,000 gift to the Scholarship Fund.  This gen-
erous donor initiated the idea to raise awareness of the Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund and Support Our Troops efforts.

aboard Holland America’s newest ship, the ms 
Eurodam.  Holland America recently reduced 
cabin prices for the 10-day Gems of the Baltic 
Cruise, which will depart from Copenhagen, 
Denmark, visiting Berlin and Kiel, Germany; 
Tallinn, Estonia; St. Petersburg, Russia; 
Helsinki, Finland and Stockholm, Sweden 

before returning to Copenhagen. 
Guests will participate in exclusive seminars covering foreign policy, 

national security and domestic policy issues.  Experts and insiders will dis-
cuss issues such as Russia’s role in the world; an analysis of President Barack 
Obama’s first six months in the White House; strategies for rebuilding the 
conservative movement and a review of Reagan strategies that led to the fall 
of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the Soviet Empire.

On the 10-day voyage, guests will 
see some of the most splendid and his-
toric cities in Northern Europe.  There 
will be two days in St. Petersburg, with 
private and exclusive tours available to 
the world-famous Hermitage Museum 
and Winter Palace.  The Hermitage is 

An incredible array of conservative      
leaders, including LtCol Oliver North, 
Founder and Honorary Chairman 

of Freedom Alliance; former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich; Edwin Meese, Attorney 
General under Ronald Reagan; Maryland’s first 
Republican Lieutenant Governor and Chairman 
of GOPAC, Michael Steele; former Congressman 
and Presidential candidate Duncan Hunter and Freedom Alliance President 
Tom Kilgannon, among others, will participate in policy seminars and social 
events, including welcoming and farewell receptions and hosted dinners 
with our VIP speakers aboard the 2009 Freedom Cruise and Conference.

The Freedom Cruise departs June 12, 2009 

Join Oliver North and Newt Gingrich on the
2009 Freedom Cruise and Conference

Newt Gingrich Michael Steele

Duncan Hunter

The Cathedral of the Resurrection of 
Christ in St. Petersburg, Russia

Ed Meese

Holland America’s ms Eurodam Freedom Cruise participants will be offered a tour of the Berlin Wall.  Pictured here, the Brandenburg Gate, 
where President Reagan challenged, “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this Wall” in 1987.

Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
recipient Kristy Dowdy and her 
mother, Kathleen, at the Stephen 
Siller Tunnel to Towers Run.  Kristy 
is a sophomore at Millsaps College 
in Mississippi.
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Published by Freedom Alliance

For more information about Freedom Alliance, 
call us at (800) 475-6620. For comments 
and inquiries, contact our editor at kaitlyn.

czajkowski@freedomalliance.org. Nothing in the 
Freedom Alliance Review is to be construed as 
an attempt to influence elections or the passage 

of any legislation before Congress.

Freedom Alliance supporters 
and friends from all over the 
country enjoyed an outstanding 

Army-Navy Weekend in Washington, 
D.C. and Philadelphia December 4-6 
with Freedom Alliance President Tom 
Kilgannon and Freedom Alliance 
Founder and Honorary Chairman 
LtCol Oliver North.  

The weekend began with the 
annual Defender of Freedom Award 
Dinner on Thursday evening.  The 
Defender of Freedom Award was 
presented to First Lieutenant Andrew 
Kinard, USMC, a real American Hero 
(see story, page 1).  

Colonel North spent Friday 
morning speaking with the weekend 
guests and sharing his private slide 
show of his many trips to Iraq and 

Afghanistan 
with our 
troops.  He 
was followed 
by a panel 
discussion 
on the 2008 
election with 
John Gizzi, 
Political Editor 
of Human 
Events;  econo-
mist John 

ARMY-NAVY WEEKEND
Touchdowns, Tours and Talking Policy

He addressed the training of young 
Muslim men in Madrassas, where 
they are indoctrinated with hate to 
become warriors for the Jihad.  

Washington D.C.’s newest and 
most unique museum, The Newseum, 
was next, and included a guided tour 
of all six levels, including a watch 
tower and several huge sections of the 
Berlin Wall and the mangled antenna 
that was atop the World Trade Center.  
The group enjoyed a reception and 
dinner on the top floor with magnifi-
cent panoramic views of Washington, 
D.C., including the U.S. Capitol and 
the Supreme Court.  Tom Ruck, 
author of Sacred Ground, a beautiful 
book chronicling military cemeteries, 
spoke about his journey in writing the 

book.  The featured 
dinner speaker 
was Human Events 
Editor, Jed Babbin, 
who provided can-
did comments on 
what to expect from 
the new Obama 
Administration.

On Saturday 
morning we traveled 
to Philadelphia for the 109th Army-
Navy Game to enjoy the patriotism 
and pageantry in skyboxes high above 
the field as Navy defeated Army 
(again) 34 to 0.  The 2009 Army-Navy 
Weekend will take place December 
10-12, with the game again at 
Philadelphia’s Lincoln Financial Field.   

The Tax Extenders and 
Alternative Minimum Tax 
Relief Act of 2008 extends the 

IRA rollover and allows traditional and 
Roth IRA owners, age 70.5 or older, to 
make tax-free rollovers of any amount 
up to $100,000 to public charities, such 
as Freedom Alliance.  

This important provision expires 
on December 31, 2009, so rollovers can 
only be made until the end of the year 
at a maximum amount of $100,000 per 
person per year.  In addition to the age 
70.5 minimum age requirement, there 
are several other restrictions as well.  
First, this gift can only come from your 
individual retirement account — no 
gifts from other qualified plans are 

allowed (although assets in 401 (k), 403 
(b) and SEP-IRA can usually be “rolled 
over” from the current plan to an IRA).  
Second, the rollover must be in the form 
of an outright gift to Freedom Alliance.  
It cannot be used to fund any type of 
life income (e.g., gift annuity, charitable 
trust) arrangement.  Finally, the dis-
tribution must be issued as payable to 
Freedom Alliance, even if it is delivered 
to you for forwarding.

While no charitable deduction is 
allowed for this type of gift, the distribu-
tion from your IRA to Freedom Alliance 
will not be included in your 2009 tax-
able income.  Therefore, if you are look-
ing for a way to make additional cash 
contributions above your current 50 

percent of adjusted gross income (AGI) 
limit, don’t itemize your deductions, or 
fear that an increased AGI will result in 
more exemption phase-outs/deduction 
limitations, push you into a higher tax 
bracket or cause more of your Social 
Security income to be taxed.   

Since state and local tax laws may 
differ regarding the inclusion of an IRA 
distribution in taxable income, please 
consult your legal and financial advisors 
before completing this gift. For more 
information and a sample letter that 
you can send to your IRA custodian, 
please call Freedom Alliance Director 
of Development Jennifer Pusatere at 
(800) 475–6620.  Thank you for your          
generous support of Freedom Alliance.

New Law Allows Tax–Free Rollovers Of IRA Assets To Freedom Alliance

Oliver North regales the 
audience with tales of his many 
visits with our servicemen and 
women while shooting “War 
Stories” for FOX News. John Lott (left) discusses the 2008 Presidential election as Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon and other speakers look on. 
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Capitol Hill staff members Marc Short (left) and Mike 
Schwartz discuss the Senate legislative agenda for 2009. 

Lott of the University of Maryland 
Foundation and Scott Migli, Vice 
President of Wilson Research 
Strategies.  The panelists discussed 
various media and policy issues 
related to the McCain and Obama 
campaigns and the impact that 
the economic situation had on the      
election. 

Next was a “Preview of the 
111th Congress” panel discussion, 
which included analysis by Marc 
Short, Chief of Staff for Indiana 
Representative Mike Pence, and 
Mike Schwartz, Chief of Staff for 
Oklahoma Senator Tom Coburn. 
There was a lively discussion and 
many questions and comments from 
attendees.  The luncheon speaker 
was Richard Miniter, the New York 
Times best-selling author who wrote 
Losing Bin Laden, which inspired the 
ABC docudrama, “The Path to 9/11.”  

Human Events Editor 
Jed Babbin discusses 
national security issues. 
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