
1

V 11 w  N 1W I N T E R  2 0 1 1

22570 Markey Court, Suite 240
Dulles, Virginia 20166

(800) 475-6620
www.freedomalliance.org

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Permit No. 196 

Dulles, VA

Merry Christmas to Our Military Heroes 

Military Leadership Academy Cadets Continue Training – Page 2

Building Relationships with the Children of Our Heroes – Page 3

Supporting and Honoring Our American Heroes – Pages 4–5

Freedom Alliance Hosts Heroes' Families at Army-Navy  – Page 7

Inside this Issue

Marine Sergeant Kyle, a single father, with his three daughters, Cynthia (2), Alexandria (3), and Skyler 
(5). Freedom Alliance Director of Programs, Pepper Ailor, visited the family to deliver their Christmas 
presents. 

Freedom Alliance Announces $1 Million Gift 

As 2010 came to a close, 
Freedom Alliance cel-
ebrated a great honor 

when a generous supporter provided 
a gift of $1 million to help us pro-
vide vacations for wounded troops 
and members of their families. This 
tremendous act of patriotic philan-
thropy comes from Jill Atterbury, 
a passionate supporter of Freedom 
Alliance for years. 

“Words can’t express how grate-
ful we are to Jill,” said Freedom 
Alliance Founder Oliver North. “She 
is a humble lady with strong enthu-

siasm for supporting our troops – it 
is inspiring and infectious.”

 
“Jill’s gift,” explained Freedom 

Alliance President Tom Kilgannon, 
“gives us the opportunity to serve 
the rehabilitative needs of America’s 
war fighters and allows us to honor 
their service by providing them the 
recognition and appreciation they’ve 
earned.” 

“At the same time,” Kilgannon 
said, “her gift will honor the mem-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
Jill Atterbury with her father and personal hero, 
Malcolm Atterbury. Jill's generous gift was made 
in honor of her father, a true American patriot. 

This Christmas season, Freedom Alliance, with your help, was able to 
bring hope and joy to 20 military families through our Presents for Patriots 
project. Many of the service members adopted by Freedom Alliance are 
recovering at military hospitals, or are dealing with illness or financial 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

“I am thankful to Jill for her generosity,” Colonel 
North stated. “Her gift will allow us to deploy our 
wounded troops to more scenic and more relaxing 
destinations than they’ve been to in previous 
deployments.”

TM
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Of the many projects that Freedom 
Alliance works on year-round for our 
military, this one took on a special 

meaning for us. 

Seven-year-old Brayden, a second grade 
student from San Diego, and the son of a service 
member, recently coordinated his efforts with 
Freedom Alliance. Brayden asked his classmates to 
help him by drawing pictures and writing letters 
to troops deployed in Afghanistan. “I am thankful 
for them helping our country. We want them to 
know we are thinking of them,” said Brayden. 

Brayden got in touch with Freedom Alliance 
staff member Jennifer Ohman who was preparing 
to send 225 pounds of coffee to Afghanistan. After 
getting permission from his teachers, the letters 
and pictures were included in the care packages 
Freedom Alliance shipped overseas. 

“Brayden is an inspiration to me and really 
should be to all Americans,” said Ohman. “It's not 
often that you see a seven year old boy want to 
spend extra time doing school projects and stuff-
ing care packages during his free time.” 

Freedom Alliance’s Gifts from Home            
project shipped more than 3,600 care packages 
to deployed service members in 2010. Freedom 
Alliance works with community groups and 
volunteers from around the country who help us        
collect items to include and prepare the packages 
for shipping. The coffee sent with Brayden’s notes 
were provided by Borders Books and Music in 
Visalia, California.

Brayden, age seven, is an inspiration to all Americans. “I think 
writing letters to the soldiers makes them think of home,” he said.  

Second Grade Students 
Write Letters to Troops

MLA Cadets Continue Training 
after Graduation

Freedom Alliance and the Military 
Leadership Academy make it a priority 
to remain involved in the leadership 

development of its alumni cadets and instructors 
long after the program’s conclusion. “The real 
challenge is whether or not cadets will apply 
their camp experiences to their everyday lives,” 
said former MLA instructor Denver Reese. 

Before Freedom Alliance begins training 
our next Military Leadership Academy class, we 
would like to recognize our graduates who have 
continued to reach personal goals and improve 
their communities although their official train-
ing has ended. 

Alumni Cadet Benjamin Chayette (class of 
2010) is a citizenship cadet. Benjamin recently 
traveled from his home in Paris, France to attend 
an open house for prospective students at the 
Virginia Military Institute (VMI). Reese, fel-
low instructor alumni Sarah Hoover and MLA 
Director Tim Strickler, met Chayette to give 
him a personal tour of the Military Institute and 
answer any questions about the rigors of attend-
ing VMI and what it means to be a Rat (under-
classmen). “This was such an important trip 
for us, Ben is more determined than ever and 
motivated to attend VMI and serve in the U.S. 
Marines,” said Ben’s mother. 

Another example of a cadet who has contin-
ued to apply her experiences to her day to day 
life is Cadet Annie Kauffman. Annie is one of 
seven MLA cadets who conducted holiday care 
package drives, and after coordinating with her 
classmates, she expects to have over 10 packages. 
Annie has been successful in her college search 
and received ROTC scholarships to Ole Miss, 
Norwich University, University of Idaho, and 
University of Arizona. 

Alumni Cadet Leland Hansen (class of 
2010), who also conducted care package drives 
for service members over the holiday season, 
recently learned that he has been accepted to 
his top choice college and is interviewing for 
their ROTC program. “I can’t tell you how often 

I revert back to 
experiences and 
lessons learned in 
those two weeks,” 
Hansen wrote to 
Freedom Alliance. 

“The cadets 
first earned my 
respect when they 
signed up for the 
program, sacrific-
ing two weeks of 
their summer to 
conduct demand-
ing training to 
become stronger 
leaders,” said 
MLA Director Tim Strickler. “Their successes 
since camp are a product of their tremendous 
character, hard work and determination. I am 
proud that they have continued to distinguish 
themselves by applying the Academy lessons 
learned to their everyday lives.” 

For nine years, the Freedom Alliance 
Military Leadership Academy has been teach-
ing America's youth the necessary steps to lay a 
solid foundation which they can build upon to 
become successful adults and a positive influence 
in their communities. 

If you would like to receive our 2011 
Information materials, please contact Tim 
Strickler for more information at 800-475-6620 
or email tim.strickler@freedomalliance.org.

Cadet Benjamin Chayette, from 
Paris, France, plans to attend 
the Virginia Military Institute in 
Lexington, Virginia. 

Cadet Leland Hansen has been accepted to his top college choice 
and is interviewing for their ROTC program. 
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Freedom Alliance Scholarship Fund 
Building Relationships with the Children of our American Heroes 

The Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund hon-
ors Americans in our 

Armed Forces, who have sacrificed 
life or limb, by providing college 
scholarships to their children. In 
addition to funding the education of 
these deserving students, Freedom 
Alliance also builds long-lasting 
relationships with them. Freedom 
Alliance “has made this more than 
simply a check in the mail and we 
couldn’t be happier to be involved,” 
said scholarship recipient Matt 
Spellacy.

Freedom Alliance has been 
honored to host many of our scholar-
ship recipients at Freedom Alliance 
events over the past year. Scholarship 
recipients Cyle and Eric McNulty 
attended the 111th Army-Navy game 
in Philadelphia,  as guests of Freedom 
Alliance. Cyle and Eric lost their father, 
Army Master Sergeant Michael 
McNulty, in June 2005, when he was 
killed by insurgents in Iraq during a 
house clearing operation. 

Over his twenty year career, 
MSG McNulty was awarded over 

20 medals, including three Bronze 
Stars and the Purple Heart. An Army 
Ranger, he was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery and is survived 
by his wife, Paula, two sons, Cyle and 
Eric, and two daughters, Katie and 
Rebecca. 

Cyle is a student at Western 
Carolina University and will gradu-
ate this spring with a degree in Parks 
& Recreation Services, after complet-
ing an internship. One day, Cyle’s 
dream is to open an outdoor activi-
ties camp for military children who 
have lost a parent, and for wounded 
warriors, injured in combat.

 
Eric is a freshman at Sandhills 

Community College in Pinehurst, 
North Carolina, where he is studying 
to become an Emergency Medical 
Technician. Eric is a certified EMT 
and a Corporal in the Army National 
Guard. He just returned from 
deployment in Iraq this past January. 
Eric plans to transfer to an active 
duty Army Infantry Unit, and one 
day become an Army Ranger just 
like his father.

In September, Freedom Alliance 
hosted scholarship recipient, Kalie 
Walters, for a three-day trip to New 
York City, where she also ran in 
the 2010 Tunnel to Towers 5K. The 
Tunnel to Towers Run follows the 
footsteps of firefighter Stephen Siller, 

who perished on September 11, 2001 
trying to save his fellow Americans. 

Kalie is the eldest daughter 
of Technical Sergeant Howard 
Walters, USAF, who was killed 
in a MH-53 helicopter crash in 
Afghanistan in November 2003.  He 
was assigned to the 20th Special 
Operations Squadron, Hurlburt 
Field, Florida.  

After the race, Kalie was escorted 
on stage and presented by the 
Stephen Siller Foundation with the 
“Freedom Alliance” award in recog-
nition of her family’s sacrifice. 

Kalie was also treated to a pri-
vate guided tour of the city, includ-
ing Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens 
and the Bronx. She also enjoyed a 
Broadway production, “Wicked,” a 
musical interpretation of the Wizard 
of Oz. 

Freedom Alliance Scholarships 
are available.  If you know of a 
student who would like to apply, 
please visit www.fascholarship.com 
for more information or email info@
fascholarship.com. 

Kalie Walters in New York City with Freedom Alliance Director of Programs, Pepper Ailor, and Programs 
Officer, Adam Morgan.  Kalie, a Freedom Alliance scholarship recipient, is a sophomore in college, studying 
psychology, at the University of West Florida. 

“My son Conor Murphy attends York College of 
Pennsylvania and recently received a Freedom Alliance 

Scholarship. It came at a time that could not have helped us 
more. For the first time in 40 years, I feel that what I did in 

Vietnam is appreciated by someone. Without you, this would 
not be possible. My son is going into medicine. Who knows 
what he might accomplish? Thank You.” - Henry Murphy

LtCol Oliver North with scholarship recipients Cyle and Eric McNulty at the 2010 Army-Navy Game. 
Cyle shared that his scholarship has allowed him to focus on his school without worrying about how 
to pay for it all. This scholarship also makes it possible for Cyle to spend valuable time with his family, 
something he now considers more important than ever. 
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Freedom Alliance Supports and Encourages Troops over Christmas Season 
Supporting Our Wounded 

Service Members & their Families 
Freedom Alliance has been honored to reach out to our brave defenders 

of freedom, especially those who have been wounded, to provide them with 
much-needed financial assistance. Just a few of the troops Freedom Alliance 
has assisted within the past few months include: 

Army Staff Sergeant Charles, while serving in Afghanistan, suffered a 
gun shot wound to his lower abdomen, resulting in the amputation of his right 
leg and a spinal fusion. Charles was treated at Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center and was transferred to Brooke Army Medical Center in San Antonio 
for amputee rehabilitation therapy. Freedom Alliance provided Charles with 
the funds to purchase a laptop and books as he works to continue his educa-
tion as he recovers. 

Freedom Alliance paid the airfare for Army Sergeant Andy’s 11-year-old 
son to fly from Alabama to Colorado. While serving in Iraq, Andy’s forearm 
was crushed by a Bradley fighting vehicle hatch closing on it, and he has lost 
the use of his right hand. 

Marine Sergeant Dorian was severely injured in an IED explosion in 
Afghanistan, suffering shrapnel wounds to his left eye and fracturing his orbit-
al, cheek, nose, and skull. Both of his eardrums were perforated during the 
explosion. Freedom Alliance was able to ease the financial burden on Dorian's 
father, who had to take off of work and travel to be with his son.  

Army Corporal Michael was wounded in 2004 in Baghdad, Iraq, when an 
IED blast shattered both of his legs, resulting in an above the knee amputation, 
shrapnel wounds, and hearing and memory lost. Freedom Alliance helped 
Michael and his family by covering the costs of vehicle repairs. Michael is mar-
ried and is the father of two children.  

 

Serving Our Troops a Meal to Remember
Each year, Freedom Alliance 

hosts dozens of Troop Appreciation 
Dinners around the country for our 
troops and their families, many who 
have been wounded in a combat-re-
lated incident. These dinners show 
our troops just how much their ser-
vice and sacrifice means, and gives 
them an opportunity to spend time 
with friends and family in a relaxing 
environment. Freedom Alliance’s 
Troop Appreciation Dinners are 
always held at the premier restau-
rant in town. 

Every day, Freedom Alliance pays tribute to the bravery and 
sacrifice of the men and women who wear our nation’s uniform 
and fight for our freedom. We show our thanks through the 
Support Our Troops program, an ongoing outreach to troops 

and their families where we offer support, encouragement and much-needed 
assistance to all members of our Armed Forces, those wounded in combat 
and recuperating in military hospitals, as well as those serving on the front-
lines. The Support Our Troops program is made possible only because of our 
noble and generous supporters, to whom we are eternally grateful.  

Gifts from Home
In 2010, Freedom 

Alliance shipped over 35,000 
pounds of Gifts from Home 
care packages overseas, 
showing just a small token of 
our appreciation and thanks 
to our brave troops. Over 
1,500 gift boxes were sent 
over the Christmas season, 
reminding our troops that 
grateful Americans have not 
forgotten them. 

Marine Captain Joseph, who 
received 18 gift boxes from Freedom 
Alliance, wrote this note of appreciation.  

 “I would like to thank you for all 
the wonderful boxes that Freedom 
Alliance has sent out to the Marines of 
MALS-16 (DET A) here in Kandahar. 
Each box has been given out and the 
contents have been shared amongst 
all of us. It was such a great surprise. I 
really want to say thank you for every-
thing Freedom Alliance has done for us.” 

Navy LCDR Cabot, serving with the 1st Marine Division, shared with 
Freedom Alliance: 

“I am writing to thank the wonderful members of Freedom Alliance for 
the gift boxes that you sent my enlisted Marines. Of all the items in the boxes, 
I believe the greatest thing you sent was the message that there are motivated, 
patriotic Americans, such as yourselves, who truly appreciate the sacrifices 
that these brave, dedicated, young Marines, Sailors, Soldiers and Airmen 
make every day in order to keep America Free. Please accept my personal 
thanks for making the time in your busy schedule to send out these gifts.”

Service members pose with six of the 100 Gifts from Home care 
packages sent to them by Freedom Alliance.

Captain Joseph with the 18 gift boxes he received 
from Freedom Alliance. 

A soldier and his daughter attend the Freedom 
Alliance Troop Appreciation Dinner at the Fort 
Benning Warrior Transition Battalion.
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Freedom Alliance Supports and Encourages Troops over Christmas Season 

On December 7, Freedom Alliance hosted a Troop Appreciation Dinner 
for the Fort Benning Warrior Transition Battalion. The service members 
and their families enjoyed dinner at Ben’s Chophouse Restaurant, where 
they were served steak, lamb chops, shrimp, and grilled chicken. Command 
Sergeant Major Chatman was overjoyed to see his Soldiers mingle with each 
other and enjoy chatting and hanging out. Army MSG Patrick shared: 

“As warriors we tend to forget the little things in spite of everything.  
However, this event was, is and will be one of the most memorable one’s for 
me.  And, the soldiers are truly grateful for your love, thoughtfulness, and 
generosity.  Thank God for you!”  

Freedom Alliance sponsored a December 9 Christmas Dinner for the 
Submarine Squadron 11, where over 175 guests feasted on different meats 
served on a large rotisserie skewer by the slice, which is the trademark 
of Brazilian Steakhouses. The party was hosted at Rei Do Gado Brazilian 
Steakhouse in San Diego, CA. 

“I wanted to offer you my sincere appreciation to you for the wonderful 
support you provided for our SUBMARINE Squadron eleven holiday party. 
Your donation provided a special evening for our families and friends and 
allowed us all to decompress after a very hard year,” Commander Master 
Chief Thom wrote to Freedom Alliance. 

Freedom Alliance thanks our generous and faithful supporters for their 
ongoing financial contributions. These Troop Appreciation Dinners and all 
of Freedom Alliance’s Support Our Troops activities make a real impact in the 
lives of our troops and their families, who have given so much to keep our 
nation safe and free.

Airmen from Ellsworth Air Force Base, home of the 28th Bomber Wing, attended a November 2010 Troop 
Appreciation Dinner, hosted by Freedom Alliance at Minerva's Restaurant in Rapid City, South Dakota. 

hardship. A few of 
the families that 
Freedom Alliance 
was privileged to 
help are highlighted 
below.

Marine Sergeant 
Kyle is the father 
of three daughters 
(pictured on page 
one), and has been 
deployed to Iraq 
three times. During 
his last deployment, 
he was exposed to 
an IED that resulted 
in a Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI). Kyle is 
currently stationed with the Wounded Warriors Battalion-East at Camp 
Lejeune.

Army Sergeant Samuel has served our country for ten years. He and 
his wife, Diana, have three children, Sam Jr. (5), David (4), and John 
(3). Samuel wrote to Freedom Alliance in appreciation for the gifts his 
family received: "This holiday season was to be a trying and difficult  
time for my family due to unexpected financial hardships. When it 
was discovered ... that my family was selected... my family was very 
excited and comforted... Words can be difficult to form in the proper 
response to such a gift. I would like to say thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart and my family's for making our holidays surely to be 
remembered." 

"I take this opportunity to 
express our sincerest appre-
ciation for your Christmas 
gifts. They're the best gifts 
that we received. God bless 
you all. Keep doing what 
you do: bringing happiness," 
Army Sergeant Jennifer 
wrote in a thank-you letter to 
Freedom Alliance. Jennifer, 
who has served for ten years, 
is a single mother with two 
children.

PReSeNTS FOR PATRiOTS
(CONTINUED FrOm PAGE 1)

"Sometimes thanking someone doesn't feel like it's enough... [but] 
my family would like to thank you from the deepest of our hearts. 
You made this Christmas awesome," one family wrote in a thank-
you letter to Freedom Alliance. Staff Sergeant Kevin, USMC, is the 
sole supporter of his wife, Biance, and their five children, Christian 
(17), Taylor (16), Cassious (14), Paige (10) and Thad (9).

Army Sergeant Jennifer's daughter is nine years old. To see more pictures from our Presents for Patriots project and other 
Support Our Troops activities, visit www.freedomalliance.org/newsletter
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Freedom Alliance was joined by friends 
and supporters from across the country 
in December to celebrate one of America’s 

greatest traditions – and perhaps the greatest 
rivalry in all of sports – the Army-Navy Football 
Classic. The game took place in the historic city of 
Philadelphia, a monument to our nation’s founding. 

Guests enjoyed the 111th 
contest between the Cadets 
and Midshipmen from suites 
overlooking Lincoln Financial 
Field. They also participated 
in a weekend of special events 
and heard from distinguished 
speakers, as part of Freedom 
Alliance’s annual Army-Navy 
Weekend. Those who attended 
the Weekend were pleased 
to hear from LtGen. Jerry 

Boykin, USA (Ret.). Boykin was one of the found-
ing members of the Army's Delta Force – the pre-
miere counterterrorism organization in the world. 
General Boykin is currently a professor at Hampden-
Sydney College.

In his presentation, Boykin warned that our 
nation is being transformed by a school system 
that is teaching politically correct history, and cited 
examples in which textbooks omit heroic individuals 
and important events of our past. Boykin is equally 
concerned about America’s $14 trillion national 
debt. He considers our financial obligations to other 
countries – China in particular – so grave that they 
constitute a threat to America’s national security.  

Randy Evans was Freedom Alliance’s keynote 
speaker during a dinner gala on board the Moshulu, 
one of the world’s grandest sailboats, docked at 
Penn's Landing Waterfront.

Evans is the chair of the 
Financial Institutions practice 
at the prestigious law firm of 
McKenna, Long & Aldridge. 
He has also served as outside 
counsel to the Speakers of 
the 104th-109th Congresses, 
and represents two former 
Speakers of the U.S. House 
- Dennis Hastert and Newt 

Gingrich, as well as former Oklahoma Congressman 
J.C. Watts.

During his talk, Mr. Evans outlined some traits 
of successful organizations and praised Freedom 
Alliance for showing many of those characteristics. 
He said that Freedom Alliance shows great discipline 
in staying focused on its objectives of supporting 
America’s military and providing scholarships to 
military families.  

Guests at the Army-Navy 
Weekend were also pleased to 
hear from former FBI agent 
Bob Hamer. Hamer told the 
group about some of the more 
memorable events from his 
26 years with the Bureau and 
talked about the numerous 
threats to America – our soci-
ety and economy – from crimi-
nal organizations he infiltrated 
such as La Cosa Nostra; the Sicilian, Mexican and 
Russian Mafias; Asian organized crime groups; and 
Los Angeles-based street gangs. 

Guests of Freedom Alliance’s Army-Navy Weekend were treated 
to a special VIP tour and briefings at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, formerly McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey.   

Participants toured the Base’s new recreation center and the National 
Guard Battle Lab. The tour of the Battle Lab included hands on demon-
strations of aids and devices used in support of training programs such 
as simulated weapon shootings and obstacle courses. Guests also had 
the opportunity to explore the inside of a Boeing KC-135, a refueling 
aircraft. At the outset of the visit, Tom Kilgannon was presented a Letter 
of Appreciation from Colonel Gina Grosso, the Commander of the 87th 
Air Base Wing, thanking Freedom Alliance for providing lunch for 400 
Airmen who traveled to New York City for a Veterans Day parade last 
Fall.  

 Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst is the nation’s only tri-service 
joint base. Active duty, Reserve, and Guard service members from the 
Air Force, Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard ensure total force 
integration by training, supporting and sustaining installation and global 
contingency operations.

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 
Welcomes Freedom Alliance

Celebrating the Army-Navy Tradition

Rita Scott takes aim at the simulated shooting 
range. 

Guests Todd and Maureen Pierce had the opportunity 
to explore the cockpit of a Boeing KC-135. 

Supporter Meredith Austin asks a question about Air Force 
firearms during a VIP tour of McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst.

Roger Hannay tests the driver's seat of a Humvee.  

LtGen. Jerry Boykin 
USA (Ret.)

Retired FBI agent, Bob 
Hamer

Randy Evans
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Freedom Alliance Hosts Heroes’ Families at Army-Navy

In the months before America 
suffered the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001, 

Deane Messex was earning a good 
living working as a heating and air 
conditioning contractor. While the 
work was satisfying, Deane also had 
a desire to serve his country in the 
Armed Forces, and enlisted in the 
Army Reserves.

In the years ahead, Deane 
deployed to both Iraq and 
Afghanistan. While serving in 
Operation Enduring Freedom, he fell 
from a Chinook helicopter and suf-
fered injuries that left him physically 
disabled, but this did not break his 
spirit. “I’d go back again if I could,” 
Deane says.

Deane and his wife Stacy, 
who were joined by their children 

Madeline (5) and Hunter (2), were 
special guests of Freedom Alliance for 
Army-Navy Weekend.  

Freedom Alliance came to know 
the Messex family as Deane was 
recuperating at Brooke Army Medical 
Center in San Antonio, Texas. At the 
time, Freedom Alliance provided a 

financial grant to help the family with 
emergency needs. Then, in 2009, 
the Messex family enjoyed a week-
long Heroes’ Vacation in Panama 
City, Florida, courtesy of Freedom 
Alliance. 

The Heroes’ Vacation impacted 
their lives in a way that they were 

eager to explain: “The whole trip was 
amazing,” Stacy said. “Deane went 
fishing and I had a day at the spa.” 
One evening, arrangements were 
made for a babysitter and “Deane 
and I had dinner together, alone, for 
probably the first time since we were 
married,” she recalled. 

“Magic happened out there that 
night. You have to understand,” 
Stacy explained, “that Deane had 
been through so much [during his 
deployments and injuries] and I 
didn’t understand it. But that night 
was picturesque – we just sat on the 
dock and talked. We reconnected that 
night.”  

And how does Deane remember 
his Heroes’ Vacation with Stacy? 
“That trip saved my marriage,” he 
said.Freedom Alliance was honored to host SSG Dean Messex and his wife, Stacy, at the Army-Navy weekend. 

ory of her beloved father – her hero – Malcolm 
Atterbury.”

A multi-talented actor and performer, 
Malcolm Atterbury was known to the American 
public through the many roles he played on stage, 
film, and television. He was a patriot who used 
his God-given talents to entertain the troops 
and their families, comforting them and easing 
their anxieties during difficult times. Malcolm 
Atterbury gave of himself to those who defended 
our nation. 

Malcolm Atterbury had a deep admiration 
and respect for the men and women of our Armed 
Forces. During World War II, a medical condi-
tion prevented him from serving at their side, so 
Malcolm found other ways to help and support 
America’s service members. Malcolm’s daughter, 
Jill, inherited her father’s patriotic heart and love 
for the troops.  

Kilgannon shared Jill Atterbury’s motivation 
for this gift. “Jill believes that when our wounded 
troops return home, we can help them escape the 
horrors of war and the pain of rehabilitation by 

providing a memorable and relaxing vacation 
with their families – an unforgettable time in 
which they can reconnect with their loved ones,” 
he said. 

Growing up, Jill saw how her father’s numer-
ous and varied acts of generosity were bestowed 
upon family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and 
even strangers. To his community and his country, 
Malcolm Atterbury was a humanitarian. To Jill, 
he was “Poppy.” He was a kind, caring, decent, 
honorable man who taught Jill what it means to 
be an American. At an early age, he helped her to 
acquire a love of country and an appreciation for 

the responsibility we have as citizens of the great-
est country in the world. 

While honoring her own personal hero – her 
Poppy – the Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacations are 
Jill’s way of conveying her profuse gratitude to 
America’s war fighters and their families who 
sacrifice much in defense of our freedom. For 
these reasons, Jill Atterbury has decided to help 
our heroes and honor her father by creating the 
Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacations Fund at Freedom 
Alliance. Earnings from this gift will be used 
annually to fund Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacations 
for wounded military personnel and their fami-
lies. Wounded troops deserve special consider-
ation because they undergo a long and painful 
rehabilitative process, and their spouse and family 
members are integral partners in their rehab.

“I am thankful to Jill for her generosity,” 
Colonel North stated. “Her gift will allow us to 
deploy our wounded troops to more scenic and 
more relaxing destinations than they’ve been to 
in previous deployments.”

eSTABLiSHiNg POPPy'S WiSH HeROeS 
VACATiONS 
(CONTINUED FrOm PAGE 1)

Jill's "gift will honor the memory 
of her beloved father – her hero – 

Malcolm Atterbury.”

"That trip saved my marriage." - Deane Messex
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Each year, Freedom 
Alliance benefits from 
events such as golf tourna-

ments, car shows and other unique 
events our friends hold to support 
our programs. Special thanks to 
all, who have and are sponsoring 
upcoming events to benefit Freedom 
Alliance, including: 

The 7th Annual Jacksonville 
Marine Corps ½ Marathon took 
place in October and had its biggest 
year yet, with more than 2,500 partic-
ipants.  Major General James Kessler 

was the honorary starter of the race. 
Thank you to all of our friends in the 
Jacksonville Marine Corps for your 
dedication and support!

Thank you to Jim DeGour 
and our friends at the Society of 
American Military Engineers, 
Philadelphia Post, for all of your 
hard work and dedication that went 
into putting together an outstand-
ing 2nd Annual Monte Carlo 
Night!  The night was filled with 
fun and gambling for a good cause.  
Proceeds from the event benefit the 
Scholarship Fund.

We would like to thank all of the 
people that hosted events on 9/11 in 
remembrance of the tragedies that 
happened nine years ago.  Events 
included:

Brett Cornell’s Tour de   
Freedom – Brett and his brother 
Andy made a 150 mile bike ride 
from Albany, NY to Norwalk, CT, to 
remember the victims of 9/11 and 
raise funds for the Scholarship Fund.

Red Anchor Inn’s 9/11 
Remembrance Day – Our friends at 
the Red Anchor Inn in Newaygo, MI 
held a “special evening of patriotism” 
that included great food and live 
music.  Many thanks for their patrio-
tism and support! 

Free Car Care Day – 
MemberCar (Rockville, MD) and 
Home Work Automotive (Silver 
Spring, MD) teamed up and offered 

various car services for free with a 
donation to the Freedom Alliance 
Scholarship Fund.

We would also like to thank 
Candyce Roberts, who put together 
the 2010 Road Warriors Event, 
which asked its participants to bike, 
hike, walk, or run 100 miles between 
the start on Memorial Day and the 
finish on Veteran’s Day.  Candyce, we 
appreciate your support and commit-
ment to our cause.

On Veteran’s Day, Triangle Flight 
Basketball Club hosted it’s annual 
Basketball Clinic, Hoops for Troops, 
for students in grades 2nd–8th.  120 
students came out to improve their 
basketball skills and support our 
military families.  Thank you!

Special Thanks to Freedom Alliance Event Sponsors

Would you be interested in 
hosting an event to benefit 

Freedom Alliance? Please contact 
Amy Amundson by calling 

800-475-6620.

Kaitlyn Czajkowski
Editor

Thomas P. Kilgannon
President

LtCol Oliver L. North, USMC (Ret.)
Founder and Honorary Chairman

For more information about Freedom Alliance, please call (800) 475-6620. 
For comments and inquiries, contact our editor at kaitlyn.czajkowski@freedomalliance.org. 

Nothing in the Freedom Alliance Review is to be construed as an attempt to influence elections 
or the passage of any legislation before Congress.

Photos courtesy Freedom Alliance staff except where noted.

CombINEd FEdERal CampaIgN

designate #10780 to donate to Freedom alliance

Brett and Andy Cornell spent over 10 hours on 
their bikes over a two-day period, covering 150 
miles and raising almost $10,000 for the Freedom 
Alliance Scholarship Fund.  

Major General James Kessler pictured with 
Freedom Alliance scholarship recipient, Amanda 
Mott, who attended the 7th Annual Jacksonville 
Marine Corps ½ Marathon to show her 
appreciation to all those who make her scholarship 
and other student's scholarships possible. 

Ways of Giving to Freedom Alliance

MATCHING GIFTS 
Many employers match the charitable gifts of their employees, effectively 

doubling or tripling a charitable contribution. Check with your employer’s 
human resources office to obtain a matching gift form. 

HONOR/MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Gifts to Freedom Alliance provide a special opportunity to honor the mem-
ory of a family member or friend, or to recognize an individual or occasion.

PLANNED GIVING 
Planned gifts enable every Freedom Alliance supporter to leave a legacy and 
thereby continue to advance the American heritage. Each gift helps ensure 
Freedom Alliance will continue its mission for generations to come. A pop-
ular way to make a gift to Freedom Alliance is to name us as a beneficiary 

in your will or revocable trust. 

For more information on gift planning and how you can help secure and 
grow Freedom Alliance, please contact Frank Cerutti, Vice President of 

Development, at frank.cerutti@freedomalliance.org or 703.444.7940.


