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Dear Friends and Supporters of Freedom Alliance:

 Defending our nation from hostile forces is a burden that is freely accepted by a volunteer force 
of outstanding young Americans. They complete difficult assignments under harrowing conditions and 
perform incredible feats of heroism. They keep us safe, and we are grateful. 

 We honor their service and sacrifice in many ways and your support 
makes that possible. That’s why we’re providing you with this Investment 
Report, so you can view our accomplishments for 2011. We think you may be 
surprised at just how much we did for our troops and their families. Through 
events, financial grants, scholarships, Gifts From Home care packages, and other 
assistance, Freedom Alliance provided record levels of support.   

 Freedom Alliance believes that service to one’s country should not only be 
honored, but encouraged. Through our Military Leadership Academy, we train 
young Americans who choose a commitment to national service and graduate 
with a deeper understanding of America’s heritage and the role each of us has in 
defending our freedom.  

 We must keep America a country in which liberty is recognized as a gift 
from God and exercised by the people. That’s why our programs are designed 
to honor and encourage military service, defend the sovereignty of the United 
States, and promote a strong national defense. 

 Thank you for your support. Our work is rooted in optimism for our 
nation’s future. We are encouraged by the young Americans who participate 
in our programs. We see renewed passion for limited government and greater 
awareness of the need to protect our national sovereignty. Every day we meet 
those who have shown unmistakable heroism and military families that have 
made undeniable sacrifice. They do it for a country that they love and which will 
continue to provide security and opportunity for their children and ours. 

 The achievements of our dedicated staff are detailed in the pages that 
follow. We are proud to present it to you, and we thank you for making these accomplishments possible.

  Respectfully,

  Oliver North      Thomas Kilgannon
  Founder & Honorary Chairman   President

Freedom AlliAnce
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January 15:  Sponsored a Pre-Valentine’s Day Party 
for 40 families of the 2nd Marines 5th Battalion at 
Camp Pendleton in California.  

January 25:  Sponsored meeting for support group 
of military families who have children with special 
needs in Bremerton, Washington for 75 people. 

February 8:  Monthly meeting for the Individual 
Augmentee (IA) Family Connection – a group 
of spouses of deployed Sailors – in San Diego, 
California.  

February 10:  Delivered Valentine’s Day roses and 
messages of love and support to injured Marines at 
Naval Medical Center Balboa in San Diego.

February 22:  Sponsored monthly meeting for Military 
Special Needs Network in Bremerton, Washington.

March 15:  Provided sponsorship for the 6th Ranger 
Battalion golf tournament.

March 29:  Sponsored monthly meeting for Military 
Special Needs Network in Bremerton, Washington.

April 4:  Helped 180 service members enjoy a day of 
sun and golf by sponsoring the Freedom Classic 
Golf Tournament in Destin, Florida.

April 13:  Sponsored monthly IA Meeting in San 

Diego for spouses of deployed Sailors.

April 23:  Sponsored Easter Egg Hunt and Easter 
festivities for families of Navy Sailors deployed 
overseas, the Tennessee Individual Augmentees 
(IA’s).

May 10:  Monthly IA meeting in San Diego for 
spouses of deployed Sailors.

May 11:  Sponsored the “Hearts Apart” program at 
Eglin Air Force Base which provides assistance 
to military families that are separated due to 
deployment.

May 20:  Sponsored the Ranger Ball for the Ranger 
Training Battalion at Hurlburt Field, Florida, 
making it possible for 400 Army Rangers and 
spouses / girlfriends to enjoy a special evening of 
dinner and dancing.

May 20:  Sponsored a festive Family Fun Day for 
the 11th Marine Regiment at Camp Pendleton, 
California. Some 450 Marines, spouses and 
children enjoyed a carnival-like atmosphere of 
games, clowns, rides and more. 

May 28:  Sponsored the Submarine Birthday Ball for 
the Pacific Fleet in San Diego, California, making it 
possible for approximately 750 Navy personnel and 
their loved ones to enjoy a great evening of dinner 
and dancing. 

May 30:  Co-hosted 850 service members and loved 
ones at the ballpark for the New York Mets Military 
Appreciation Night. Gift cards for snacks and 
souvenirs were provided and fun was had by all. 

June 12:  Monthly IA meeting for spouses and 
children of deployed Sailors. Each child received a 
“Super Dad” book for Father’s Day.

July 2:  Hosted a patriotic Independence Day event 
for families of deployed Sailors in Millington, 
Tennessee.

Giving Thanks to our Troops and their Families

Freedom Alliance supports our military by identifying what is most helpful to their needs or situations. 
The events listed below benefitted nearly 5,000 active duty service members, wounded troops, and their 
families. These are events hosted by Freedom Alliance, or in partnership with other organizations, and 

make a lasting and positive impact on those we serve. We often receive heart-warming notes of thanks and 
appreciation for the activities we sponsor, and we’re proud to detail some of the more special occasions below.

suppoRt ouR tRoops pRogRAm
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July 3:  Treated 21 military personnel and family 
members to a Washington Nationals baseball game 
where their service was recognized and honored by 
all attending.  

July 5:  Treated 17 military personnel and loved ones 
to Washington Nationals vs. Chicago Cubs baseball 
game.

July 22:  Sponsored a “Holiday in July Bash” for 350 
Sailors of the USS Kidd and their families on Naval 
Air Station, California. It was the last event held for 
these families before the USS Kidd deployed the 
following week.

July 22:  Hosted a Fort Jackson Family Day for 
40 injured troops and family. Day consisted of 
whitewater rafting, kayaking, mountain biking, 
barbeque lunch and much more. 

August 1:  Provided school supplies for families from 
the 11th Marines Regiment at Camp Pendleton, 
California.

August 8:  Hosted a cigar night for injured vets at 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.  

August 15:  Hosted two wounded troops from Walter 
Reed to the Washington Redskins training camp in 
Virginia to tour the facilities and meet players and 
coaches. 

August 27:  Sponsored a Beach Bash for 500 Navy 
personnel and their families at Naval Air Station in 
San Diego, California.  

Sept. 4-6:  Wounded service members recuperating at 
Walter Reed, enjoyed a weekend in New York City 
courtesy of Freedom Alliance. They attended the 
U.S. Open tennis championships and were honored 
at an event by the U.S. Tennis Association.

September 21:  Provided Halloween costumes to 
children from the 11th Marines at Camp Pendleton.

September 23:  Co-sponsored the Great Lakes Naval 
Station Khaki Ball.

October 8:  Provided Halloween costumes to children 
who have a parent recuperating at Walter Reed 
National Naval Medical Center in Maryland.

October 14:  Monthly IA meeting for military wives of 
Sailors deployed overseas. 

October 16:  Hosted a Family Fun Day at the 
Columbus Zoo for 150 service members and 
family of the 454th Transportation Company Army 
Reserve Unit.

November 3:  Provided a day of horseback riding for 
families of Marine at the Equestrian Center in San 
Juan Capistrano. 

November 9:  Provided two new tennis courts to the 
Charlie Norwood VA Hospital at Fort Gordon 
in Georgia to help injured troops rehabilitate and 
improve mobility – thanks to our partnership with 
the U.S. Tennis Association and Sport Courts.

November 10:  Participated in a wreath-laying 
ceremony hosted by the 82nd Airborne Association 
at Arlington National Cemetery.

November 12:  Hosted 16 service members and their 
families at the CC Challenge in New York City – an 
exciting, city-wide treasure hunt sponsored by the 
New York Yankees’ pitcher, CC Sebathia. 

2011: Throughout the year, Freedom Alliance 
provided necessities, recreational equipment and 
remodeling for several Warrior Transition Units 
across the country.

H For the Fort Benning WTU we provided video 
gaming consoles and accessories for recreational use.

H For the Fort Bliss WTU, we provided eight 
mountain bikes, helmets, tool kits, training items 
and much more for outdoor rehabilitation and 
biking competitions.

H For the Camp Lejeune Wounded Warrior Battalion, 
we provided fishing equipment and began a kayak 
and ADA-compliant dock project that is on-going.

H For the Fort Jackson WTU, we provided 
recreational shooting and safety equipment.

H For the Charlie Norwood VA Center in Georgia, we 
provided commercial fitness and exercise equipment 
for the rehabilitation center for on-going therapy 
along with other items to meet various needs.

H For the Fort Knox WTU, we provided a full array 
of scuba diving equipment for rehabilitation and 
recreation use by injured troops.
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Troop Appreciation Dinners

We know of no better way to say to our troops, “Thank you for your service,” than to treat them to 
dinner at the best restaurant in their community. Freedom Alliance hosts Troop Appreciation Dinners 
for military men and women who have served long deployments overseas, for injured service members, 

and for their loved ones who sacrifice as well. Below is a list of 22 Troop Appreciation Dinners we held in 2011, to 
honor and thank more than 2,000 American servicemen and women and their loved ones. 

January 26:  Barbecue lunch 
for 500 Marines stationed at 
Marine Corps Air Station, 
Miramar in California. 

January 27:  Steak dinner for 113 
wounded service members 
and family from the James A. 
Haley VA Polytrauma Center in 
Tampa, Florida. 

February 12:  Troop Appreciation 
Dinner for 41 members of the 
N.J. Air National Guard 108th 
Refueling Wing to celebrate 
their return from Iraq. 

February 16:  Troop Appreciation 
Dinner for 50 Sailors of Naval Air Station Fallon in 
Fallon, Nevada.

February 21:  Troop Appreciation Dinner for 45 Sailor 
of the Year candidates of the Navy Western Pacific 
Fleet in San Diego.  

March 10:  Atlantic Sub Fleet Sailor of the Year 
Luncheon at Amphibious Base Little Creek near 
Norfolk, Virginia.

March 22:  Appreciation Dinner for 55 wounded 
service members from the Fort Jackson WTU in 
Columbia, South Carolina.

April 8:  Welcome Home Dinner for 150 Marines 
and guests of the 2nd Marine Regiment at Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina. 

April 25:  Troop Appreciation Dinner for Marines at 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma in Arizona. 

April 30:  Welcome Home Crawfish Boil for troops 
at Fort Campbell to celebrate a successful one-year 
deployment to Afghanistan.

June 25:  Troop Appreciation Luncheon for the 7th 
Marines at Twentynine Palms in Palm Desert, 
California.

June 26:  Troop Appreciation Luncheon for the 11th 
Marines at Twentynine Palms in Palm Desert, 
California.    

July 5:  Luncheon for Marines and patients of the 
Richmond Polytrauma Unit and staff at Hard Rock 
Café in Washington, D.C.   

July 14:  Hosted 64 troops and staff from the 
Richmond VA Hospital at Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse 
in Richmond, Virginia for a Troop Appreciation 
Dinner.

July 29:  Troop Appreciation Dinner at Whiskey Creek 
Grill in Manhattan, Kansas for 53 service members 
and their families from Fort Riley.

August 2:  Troop Appreciation Dinner for 150 service 
members and family in conjunction with the Big 
Sky Pro Rodeo in Great Falls, Montana.  

September 9:  Troop Appreciation Dinner for 
340 wounded service members and family at 
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Gifts from Home Care Packages

They are serving in a difficult and dangerous environment. They are far away from home. They don’t have 
access to a corner drug store. They are heroes who need our help. That is why Freedom Alliance sends 
Gifts From Home care packages to our troops overseas. In 2011, we helped thousands of service members 

by shipping them 3,824 care packages – filled with items of convenience that will make their time away from 
home just a little bit easier. 

 Over the past five years, we have sent nearly 10,000 Gifts From Home care packages to deployed troops – 
primarily those serving in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Gifts From Home
Care Packages Delivered

 We receive many notes of thanks from the 
troops for the packages that are delivered. Below are a 
few samples:

H From a Marine in Afghanistan: Just wanted to 
thank you so much for the packages. A lot of 
Marines were happy to get them, we passed out 
everything, hygiene stuff and snacks went quick…
THANKS and SEMPER FI.

H From Sgt. Bianca in Iraq: Words cannot express 
just how exciting yesterday was when we opened 
all those packages. My eyes filled up with tears…
Thank you so very much for the thought and 
consideration…I still can’t believe it. Thank you. 
Thank you. Your packages came at a perfect time. 

Cattleman’s Steak House 
in Fort Bliss, Texas. 

October 15:  Homecoming 
Barbeque for service 
members of the 101st 
Airborne units at Fort 
Campbell to celebrate 
their return from 
deployment. 

November 3:  Hosted a 
Sailor recognition lunch 
for 40 service members 
at the Naval Air and 
Weapons Station at China 
Lake, California.

November 16:  Hosted 28 
Soldiers and their families to a Troop Appreciation 
Dinner for the Fort Carson Warrior Transition Unit 
in Colorado.

December 7:  Hosted a Troop Appreciation Dinner 

for the Fort Sill Warrior Transition Battalion in 
Oklahoma.

December 19:  Hosted a Barbeque Lunch for 200 
service members at the USO facility in the Atlanta, 
Georgia airport.



6

H From an Army Staff 
Sergeant in Iraq: I would 
like to say thank you for 
the package that you sent to 
me…I really appreciate you 
all taking your time and 
money to put a package 
together for someone you 
have never met. I will 
ensure that I share with the 
rest of the Soldiers in my 
unit…Thank you!!

H From Marine Gunnery 
Sergeant Darrel in 
Afghanistan: I am the 
proud recipient of the 
multiple care packages 
that you and your group 
have sent over the last 
couple weeks. I had to go 
to another base for a week 
and when I got back, I had 18 boxes on my desk…
Now this may sound corny, but you really have no 
idea how your thoughts brighten up even the most 
desolate place on earth. The letters, snacks and gifts 
are outstanding, but I think the Marines really feel 
a sense of worth just knowing that someone out 
there is thinking of them. 

H From the Marines in Dog Platoon: To everyone 
from Freedom Alliance…we would like to thank 
you for all that you do in support of us and making 
life a little more comfortable away from home… 

 
We received your packages a few days ago and 
everything is being used or eaten and I can see a 
great uplift in spirits in my Marines…Thanks again. 

H From Navy LCDR in Kabul, Afghanistan: My 
office just received 10 goody boxes from Freedom 
Alliance & Chik-fil-A!...I want to thank you and 
your team of volunteers for taking the time and 
effort to put these boxes together and mailing them 
over to us…Being away from our families is tough, 
but receiving boxes like these help to make the long 
days less difficult. 
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Grants for Combat Injured Heroes

Freedom Alliance provides financial grants for wounded service members who have emergency needs or 
needs that are not met by government assistance. Over the past five years, we have provided more than 
$1.2 million to military families through our grants program.

 In 2011, we helped 229 injured service members with financial assistance. A few samples of how these 
grants helped are listed. For privacy reasons, we have not used the full name of the service member.

H Matthew, a Marine Corporal, was injured in an IED 
blast in Haditha, Iraq while working to clear his area 
of road-side bombs. His injuries include blindness 
and double amputations. A grant was provided to 
help Matthew’s mother with food, gas and hotel 
expenses so she could continue to care for him.

H Army Specialist Jeffrey was injured by gun shots 
in Fallujah, Iraq. He suffers from Traumatic Brain 
Injury (TBI), and other wounds. While recuperating 
at the National Naval Medical Center, a grant was 
provided to help his family with expenses so they 
could visit and provide help in his recovery.

H Kyle, an Army Private First Class, lost three limbs 
after being injured by an IED while on foot patrol 
in Haji Ramuddin, Afghanistan. A grant was 
provided to assist Kyle’s family with travel and 
lodging expenses while they visited him in the 
hospital.

H Stephen, a Sergeant First Class in the Army, suffered 
spinal injuries after an explosion caused the building 
he was in to collapse. A grant was provided to assist 
Stephen’s mother with travel expenses to visit her 
son.

H Army Private First Class Benjamin suffered a gun 
shot wound to the face in Bagram, Afghanistan. A 
grant was provided to assist Benjamin’s family with 
travel and lodging expenses while they visited him in 
the hospital. 

H Justin, a Marine Corporal, was on foot patrol in 

Afghanistan when he was hit by an IED and lost 
both of his legs. A grant was provided to assist his 
family with travel and lodging expenses while he 
recovers in the hospital.

H Joseph, a Technical Sergeant in the Air Force, 
suffered multiple injuries from an IED blast 
including amputation of both legs. A grant was 
provided to help him with the purchase of a 
wheelchair-accessible vehicle. 

H Matthew, an Army Private First Class, suffered 
the amputation of both legs which resulted from 
an IED blast. A grant was provided to help his 
wife with expenses while she cares for him in the 
hospital.

H Joshua, a Marine Lance Corporal, sustained injuries 
while fighting in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. 
He lost much of his hearing and has difficulty 
walking. A grant was provided to help him with 
travel expenses so he could leave the hospital and 
visit his family for the Christmas holidays.

H Eric, a Private First Class, suffered a gun shot wound 
during combat in Kandahar, Afghanistan. A grant 
was provided to assist his family with travel and 
lodging expenses so they could visit him in the 
hospital.
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Presents for Patriots & Providing Christmas  
Cheer to Military Families

Christmas is an especially important time of year to show our support to our troops and their families. It is 
difficult for families who must celebrate Christmas while their loved one is deployed, or struggling with 
severe injuries. For them, we try to make the holiday a little more enjoyable with our Presents for Patriots 

and other events.  

 Freedom Alliance provides Presents 
for Patriots – military families who are 
dealing with difficult situations as a result 
of combat injuries or stress caused by 
deployments. In 2011, we helped 40 
military families, giving gifts to them and 
their children. A few examples:  

H SPC Kyle, United States Army: Kyle 
is an infantryman stationed at Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky. He and his family 
have been struggling financially and 
were three months behind on their car 
payment when Freedom Alliance called 
to help. “Thank you so much,” Kyle’s 
wife wrote to us, “I was able to free 
up my Christmas gifts, pay a bill and 
even…pay part of my van (bill)…thank 
you for saving Christmas.” 

H SGT Manny, United States Army: Manny and 
Sabrina have been married for ten years and have 
four beautiful girls, Briana (8), Amanda (7), 
Cristina (6), and Jiliza (2). They are stationed at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Manny had deployed 
to Iraq and his family planned to spend Christmas 
without him until he surprised them by returning 
home. They told us, “all we want for Christmas 
this year if for our children to be able to open gifts 
under the tree.” Before Christmas, Sabrina was 
diagnosed with uterine cancer and had to undergo 
emergency medical procedures. 

 Freedom Alliance’s Pepper Ailor delivered three 
large boxes of presents to Manny’s family on 
Christmas morning. Sabrina said, “I wanted to cry 
but couldn’t. I thought this can’t be real. There are 
no words for what you did for my family…This 
Christmas is one we will never forget. Thank you!” 

H CAS Sgt Shane, United States Marine Corps: 
Shane and his wife have two daughters – Kasia (6) 
and Alexa (2). Shane has deployed four times and 

broke his collarbone during training. It took 18 
months, 3 surgeries, 2 steel plates, 14 screws, a bone 
graph and lots of rehabilitation, but he was able 
to remain in the Marine Corps. Then Shane’s wife 
Korri became ill and underwent eight surgeries. 
His daughter had severe eye issues and had to get 
her seven pairs of glasses in the space of a year. 
They told us, “This has been such a hard year for 
our family and being able to give our children the 
wonderful Christmas they deserve was the greatest 
gift we could have ever received. Words cannot 
possibly describe how extremely grateful we are!”

H Sgt Brett, United States Marine Corps: Brett 
is with the 11th Marines at Camp Pendleton in 
California. Brett’s wife found out her cancer was 
back and required surgery. His son also needed 
surgery to remove and repair ribs pressing on his 
heart. Clarise – Brett’s wife – wrote to us, “I just 
wanted to say thank you so much for making our 
Christmas and Holiday Season so magical for our 
family! It had been a very hard year for all of us and 
things still keep coming but we really are thankful 
for everything! ...You made our Holiday full of 
smiles, cheer, and happiness! Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts!” 
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Below are some additional Christmas events and activities we hosted for military personnel 
around the country: 

December 2:  Co-hosted the Fort Campbell Alpha 
Company Warrior Transition Battalion Christmas 
party. 

December 2:  Hosted two injured service members from 
Walter Reed at the Sean Hannity Holiday concert 
in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and presented them with 
their Christmas gifts – an all-expense paid Heroes’ 
Vacation.

December 3:  Hosted a triple amputee service member, 
recuperating at Walter Reed, and his family at the 
Sean Hannity Holiday Concert in Washington, DC. 
Presented him with a  Heroes’ Vacation that he can 
take when his doctors clear him for travel. 

December 10:  Sponsored a Christmas Party for the 
Tennessee Individual Augmentees – wives and 
children of deployed Sailors.

December 18:  Hosted two injured service members 
from Walter Reed at the Sean Hannity Holiday 
concert in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and presented 
them with their Christmas gifts – an all-expense paid 
Heroes’ Vacation.

December 25:  Freedom Alliance provided Christmas 
gifts to 40 military families in the Presents for Patriots 
project.

H Cpl Steven, United States Marine Corps: Steven’s 
daughter was born three months before Christmas 
and hospitalized with bacterial meningitis at Naval 
Medical Center, San Diego – nearly 40 miles from 
their home. Steven’s wife, Samantha had to stay in 
San Diego for a week while he drove back daily to 
care for their other two children. With unforeseen 
expenses of gas and food, coupled with no maternity 
pay, the family fell on very difficult financial times. 
After providing them with Christmas gifts for the 
kids, Samantha said, “It was nice to have some stress 
relieved by receiving the gifts from you and Freedom 
Alliance. It is so nice knowing there was help for us 
out there when we needed it the most! Thank you 
again for everything.” 

H Infantryman/E3 Alexis, United States Army: Alexis 
is a combat Army veteran whose unit deployed three 

consecutive tours totaling 15 months. As a result he 
suffers from PTSD and is now 100 percent disabled 
– at age 24. He has a wife and three small children 
who stay by his side everyday but suffer along side of 
him as well. “I don’t know if I would have even made 
it this far in life if it wasn’t for the support my wife 
and children,” he said. “The one thing that gives me 
peace in my heart is the smiles on their faces.”

H New Jersey National Guard Families: New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie teamed up with Freedom 
Alliance to provide Christmas for seven families 
who serve at Joint Base McGuire. Each family was 
presented with a $1,000 gift card from Wal-Mart at 
a reception at the Governor’s Mansion in Princeton. 
Governor Christie and First Lady Mary Pat Christie 
spoke at the event and thanked the families for their 
service.
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Heroes Hunting Trips

In 2011, Freedom Alliance expanded our rehabilitative activities for injured service members by providing 
hunting and fishing trips. These outdoor retreats are very popular with the guys and allows them to 
participate in the activities they enjoyed as kids. Many of these events take place over two to three days in 

peaceful, relaxing environments. Below is a list of the activities we put together for our troops in 2011:

April 25 – 30:  Hosted 15 
injured troops from Camp 
Lejeune, Walter Reed, Fort 
Meade and Fort Belvoir for 
a 3-day Outdoor Sporting 
Event in Wakefield, Virginia. 
Each participant received a 
BowTech compound bow 
and a Plano tackle box 
filled with lures. Activities 
consisted of archery and trap 
& skeet shooting, fishing and a day of NASCAR racing and a 
“backstage” tour of the pits and garage areas.

May 20:  Sponsored the Ward Burton American Heroes event in 
Virginia for 30 veterans and wounded troops who competed in 
archery, fishing and clay shooting.

May 25 - 28:  Hosted a Sporting Retreat for 14 wounded service 
members at Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia. The participants 
competed in archery, bass fishing, shooting and a concert 
featuring Bobby Pinson.

June 10:  Coordinated a 5-person team of injured service members 
for the  3rd Annual Capital Area Sporting Clays Shoot in 
Queenstown, Maryland.

September 3:  Sponsored 
a Dove Hunt at the Big 
Rack Trophy Club in 
Halifax, North Carolina 
for wounded service 
members.

September 17:  Hosted 
wounded combat 
veterans from Brooke 
Army Medical Center to 
a day of hunting exotic 
game at the Scorpion 
Ranch in Harper, Texas.

November 11-13:  Hosted 
five troops for a Veteran’s 
Day deer hunt at the 

Big Rack Trophy Hunt 
Club in Halifax, North 
Carolina.

December 15:  Hosted a 
duck hunt for five injured 
service members at the 
Big Rack Trophy Hunt 
Club in Halifax, North 
Carolina.
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Heroes Vacations

For many of our military families, the War on Terror has caused great strain to their marriages and made the 
relationships between parents and their children more difficult. For those who’ve been injured, some time 
away from the hospital and the rehab unit is just what they need. That’s why Freedom Alliance provides 

Heroes Vacations to great locations for outstanding military couples and families. 

 Many of these are made possible by a generous supporter who established the Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacation 
endowment. Listed below are the Heroes’ Vacations provided in 2011:

March 21-27:  Freedom Alliance hosted two families 
at the Grand Hyatt in Tampa, Florida for the 
inaugural Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacation. Throughout 
the week, the families dined at the finest restaurants 
and visited area attractions such as the Tampa 
Aquarium, the Tampa Children’s Museum, and 
Busch Gardens. They rented jet skis and motorboats 
to cruise Tampa Bay and all had a great time. 

June 25:  A young military couple from Fort Jackson 
spent a week in Kissimmee, Florida thanks to 
a timeshare donation to Freedom Alliance. We 
provided the family with a $1,000 gift card to 
alleviate expenses while they were enjoying the 
vacation.

July 4-10:  Sponsored two families of injured service 
members at the Bay Point Marriott in Panama 
City, Florida for a Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacation. The 
families enjoyed spending time together as they 
relaxed and visited the local attractions. Golf, a spa 
day, swimming for the kids, fishing in the Gulf of 
Mexico were just some of the 
activities that helped them to 
relax and enjoy. 

August 16-20:  Sponsored 
two families of wounded 
heroes at the Hyatt Regency 
Huntington Beach Resort and 
Spa for a Poppy’s Wish Heroes 
Vacation. The two families 
spent time at Disneyland, the 
beach, the swimming pool and 
many other local attractions. 

September 2-5:  Provided a 3-day 
holiday weekend vacation for 
a military couple at a beautiful 
home on Martha’s Vineyard. 

October 3-10:  Hosted a week-
long beach vacation in New 

Smyrna, Florida for a soldier and his wife at a 
beautiful beachfront condo.

October 22-29:  Sponsored three military families for 
a Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacation aboard the Freedom 
Cruise. The seven-day Caribbean cruise stopped 
in San Juan, St. Thomas and Grand Turk. The 
families enjoyed the sun and ship’s amenities. Some 
of the activities they enjoyed were swimming with 
dolphins, horseback riding, sunbathing, sight seeing 
and many other fun events.

November 6-13:  Freedom Alliance hosted a week-long 
beach vacation in New Smyrna, Florida for a Soldier 
and his family at a beautiful beachfront condo.

December 8-11:  Freedom Alliance hosted an injured 
service member and his wife for a Poppy’s Wish 
Heroes Vacation in Washington, D.C. The family 
joined Freedom Alliance for the Army-Navy game 
at Fed-Ex Field and participated in many other 
activities throughout the weekend. 
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Freedom Alliance has now trained more than 1,000 young Americans through our Military Leadership 
Academy (MLA). The program educates, motivates and inspires young Americans to become positive, 
productive leaders in their communities and teaches the importance of a physically fit, drug-free lifestyle; 

the necessity of teamwork and the value of service to a cause greater than one’s self. 

 In 2011, nearly 100 high school students representing 25 states participated. Two sessions were held at the 
National Guard Maneuver Training Center at Fort Pickett, located outside Blackstone, Virginia. Each class was 
filled to capacity.

Highlights of the two Military Leadership Academy sessions include:
TrAining & insTrucTion For cAdeTs:
H Simulator training at the Army Aviation Logistics 

School Fort Eustis.
H Martial arts demonstration at the Marine Corps 

Martial Arts Program.
H Toured the F-22 Raptor Squadron at Langley Air 

Force Base.

H Conducted a two-day Field Training Exercise 
(FTX) requiring cadets to accomplish specified 
objectives at the MOUT Village (Military 
Operations in Urban Terrain). 

H Cadets lived and trained alongside our nation’s 
service members and gained first hand appreciation 
for military service. 

H Received training alongside 
service members conducting the Air 
Assault Course, an obstacle course 
designed to stress the importance of 
teamwork and fitness.
H Received briefings from some 
of our nation’s most experienced 
military leaders such as LTG William 
Boykin, a founding member of the 
elite DELTA Force; LtCol Oliver 
North, who served on the National 
Security Council staff; and LtCol 
Joe Shusko, Director of the USMC 
Martial Arts Center of Excellence.

H Students viewed the original Declaration of 
Independence and Constitution – our nation’s 
founding documents – at the National Archives. 

H Worked from a rigorous academic curriculum that 
includes lessons on American history, military 
history, leadership and ethics.  

H Received a private tour of the National Marine 
Corps Museum in Quantico, Virginia.

H Visited historical landmarks such as Jamestown and 

Yorktown in Virginia.
H Toured monuments in the nation’s capital 

including the World War II Memorial, Lincoln 
Memorial and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  

H Cadets conducted a community service project 
by revitalizing the nearby Veterans Cemetery at 
Amelia, Virginia. In this home where America’s 
heroes rest, our cadets pulled weeds, cleared debris, 
fixed signs, and spread mulch.

cAdeT educATion & communiTy service:

mIlItARy leAdeRshIp AcAdemy
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 Many graduates of the Military Leadership Academy have gone on to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces or 
are studying at one of our nation’s prestigious military academies. The table below outlines a few of our graduates 
(since 2007) who have chosen to serve our country in uniform.

Military Leadership Academy Cadets
Attending Military Colleges and Universities

Tori Rao 2007 & 2009 U.S. Military Academy
Vanessa Covarrubias 2008  U.S. Naval Academy
Jake Croegaert 2009 U.S. Air Force Academy
Samantha Saltamachia 2008 & 2009 U.S. Air Force Academy 
Tiffany Haines 2009 Virginia Military Institute
Sarah Hoover 2008 Cadet Virginia Military Institute
 2010 Instructor
Denver Reese  2010-11 Instructor Virginia Military Institute
Zach Harth  2009 Cadet  Virginia Military Institute
 2011 Instructor
Matt Beausoleil  2009 The Citadel

Military Leadership Academy Alumni
Recently Commissioned in the U.S. Armed Forces

ENS Amanda Berlinsky USN  Naval Aviator Naval Air Station Jacksonville, FL
LTJG Matthew Paul USN  Naval Aviator Norfolk Naval Air Station, VA
LTJG Jessica Sherwood USN  Naval Aviator Tokyo, Japan
2LT Michael Friedman USA  Armor Officer Fort Stewart, GA
2LT John Hawkins USA  Armor Officer Fort Stewart, GA deployed OEF 
2LT Michael Russell USA  Intelligence Officer Intelligence School, Ft Huachuca, AZ
2LT Brendan Ryan USA Awaiting orders for duty station

Military Leadership Academy Alumni
Currently Serving in U.S. Armed Forces

PFC Phillip Seidel USA Stationed in Wilsek, Germany 
PFC Richard Pfarr USA Infantry training at Fort Benning, GA
PFC Ryan O’Neil USMC 2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion, 2nd
  Marine Division, Camp Lejeune, NC
PFC Seth Morgan  USMC Completed Security Forces training at Naval
  Station Norfolk, VA
Brandi McCollister USMC Recruit Training at Parris Island

insTrucTor corps: 
H We are also pleased to have the energy and 

enthusiasm of some of the nation’s finest ROTC 
cadets as Academy Instructors. These college 
students are honing their own leadership and 
management skills while serving in this post.

H In 2011, we had one instructor for every four 

cadets which greatly improves the quality of the 
program and instruction.

H Cadets were led by 20 ROTC Cadets and 
Midshipmen and 3 recently commissioned Army 
Second Lieutenants. Junior Instructors included 4 
MLA Alumni Cadets.
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“Thank you again for the 
support and encouragement 
everyone at Freedom Alliance 
has given me over this past year. 
I really appreciate it!” 

- 2011 Scholarship Recipient  
Zack McComb

Some of our 2011 scholarship recipients include:
Mitchell Busch, who is a freshman Environmental 

Studies major at Ripon College. His father, Army 
Staff Sergeant Daniel Busch, was killed in Mogadishu, 
Somalia in October 1993 after an RPG struck the tail 
of his Black Hawk helicopter, causing it to crash.

Garrett Barnes, whose father, Air Force Staff Sergeant 
Brian Barnes, died in a helicopter crash near 
Mogadishu, Somalia in October 1993. Garrett is a 
freshman at North Dakota State College of Science.

Brady Ahola, whose father, Army Sergeant Dennis 
Ahola, is 100 percent disabled due to injuries received 
on a combat mission in support of Special Forces 5th 
Group. Brady is a junior at Ferris State University 
studying Criminal Justice. His older brother Derek 
also received a scholarship from Freedom Alliance.

Joseph Capparelli, Jr., whose father, Army Specialist 
Joseph Capparelli, Sr., is 100 percent disabled and 
legally blind due to contact with toxic chemicals he 
encountered during training. Joseph Jr. is a freshman 

Freedom Alliance honors military heroes by providing scholarships for the children of those Americans who 
have lost life or limb in service to our country. Each scholarship we award is a reminder to the recipient 
that their parents’ sacrifice will never be forgotten by a grateful nation.

 In 2011, Freedom Alliance awarded scholarships to 240 students, totaling more than $1,078,000. To date 
we have given out more than $5 million in scholarship assistance to the sons and daughters of America’s military 
heroes.

H In 2011, we provided college scholarships to 
240 children of military heroes. That is up 
from 225 students the previous year.

H The total dollar amount awarded in 2011 was 
just over $1 million - $1,078,000.

H On average, each student received a 
scholarship worth $4,491 for the 2011-2012 
academic year. 

H For each of the past five years, our average 
scholarship grant has comfortably exceeded 
$4,000 – per student, per year.
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H Each scholarship student receives a greeting card and small gift on 
their birthday.

H We send a Christmas gift and note of encouragement to each 
student around the holiday to remind them to work toward a 
strong finish to the semester.  

H Finishing college is a great accomplishment, and we recognize 
each of our students who graduate with a card of congratulations 
and a special gift. 

H All of our first-time scholarship recipients receive a Welcome 
Package from Freedom Alliance designed to ensure their success in college.

H Students studying for final exams receive care packages from Freedom Alliance as encouragement.  

 In addition to issuing scholarships to our students, we give them help and encouragement while 
they are studying to earn their degrees. Along they way, we convey our appreciation for the sacrifices 
they and their family have made. The ways in which we do this include:

“It is because of organizations like 
Freedom Alliance that I have had 
the opportunity to receive such a 
wonderful education at a prestigious 
institution such as Davidson.”

- 2011 Scholarship Recipient Dalia Muñoz

at Hartwick College studying business management.

Sean Driskill, Jr., who is a freshman studying history 
at Coastal Carolina University. Sean’s father, Army 
CW-3 Sean Driskill, Sr., is 100 percent disabled due to 
injuries received after a mortar attack which threw him 
through the air and headfirst into debris.

Brennan Goodnature, who is a freshman at Emporia State 
University. His father, Army CW-3 Corey Goodnature, 
was killed in action when his helicopter was shot down 
in Afghanistan in June of 2005.

Cheyenne Yost, who is a freshman at Michigan State 
University. Cheyenne’s father, Army Master Sergeant 
Tony Yost, died in Mosul, Iraq in November 2005 
from blast injuries and multiple ballistic wounds when 
an explosion went off in the building he was searching. 
Master Sergeant Yost was a Special Forces Operational 
Detachment – Alpha Team Sergeant assigned to 3rd 
Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group.

Courtney Horrigan, who is a freshman at Texas State 
University. Courtney’s father, Army Master Sergeant 
Robert Horrigan, died from gunshot wounds received 

in Iraq in 2005.

Lauren Gray, who is 
finishing her final year 
at Midlands Technical 
College. Lauren’s father, 
Air Force Chief Master 
Sergeant Lawrence Gray, 
serving with the 7th Special 
Operations Squadron, 
died on 31 March 2005 
in a MC-130 crash while 
conducting a night training 
exercise in Albania. He was 
the senior flight engineer 
for the 352nd Special 
Operation Group.
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H  Kira Kremer received scholarships from Freedom Alliance and in 2011 
graduated from SUNY Upstate Medical University with a doctorate in 
Physical Therapy. Her father, Dan was a U.S. Marine who was wounded 
in the 1983 bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut. Freedom Alliance 
arranged a tour of Walter Reed Army Medical Center for Kira to see the 
kind of work therapists perform at the hospital. 

H  Scholarship recipient Maria James was a summer intern for Freedom 
Alliance. She is a senior at Purdue University and the daughter of Army LTC 
Leon James who died from injuries suffered in an IED blast in Iraq. Maria 
spoke about her father at numerous events across the country.

H  Four of our scholarship students shared stories about their fathers at the 
Miami Valley Golf Classic in Dayton, Ohio. They were Jamison and Krista 
Couch, Hollis Troxel, and Chrissy Smith.

H Carrie Ann Johnston, a sophomore at Unity College in Maine, won the “Take Pride in America” National 
Youth Volunteer Award which is presented by the U.S. Department of the Interior. Her father, Army SGT Paul 
Johntson is 100 percent disabled due to an injury while serving in Desert Storm.

H Brian Kerney, who graduated college with the help of a scholarship from Freedom Alliance, spoke about 
his father – Army Sergeant Kenneth Kerney – at the San Diego Golf Tournament. Brian is now pursuing a 
master’s degree in project management. Brian’s father is 100 percent disabled. 

H Cheyenne Yost, daughter of Army MSG Anthony Yost in November, 2005 when he was killed in action in 
Mosul, Iraq. Cheyenne received the Freedom Alliance Award from the Stephen Siller Foundation in New York

H  At the Marine Corps Half Marathon in Jacksonville, Florida, scholarship recipients Amanda Mott, McKynlie 
Drummond and 
Kylie Kerins shared 
memories of their 
fathers and their 
service to our 
country.

H Several of our 
scholarship students 
spoke generously 
about how Freedom 
Alliance has helped 
them with their 
college education at 
the 2011 Hannity 
Salute to the Troops 
Concerts.

“Y’all are some of the 
sweetest, most caring people 
I know and honestly there 
are no words to describe how 
much that means to me. 
Thank you again for all that 
you do.” 

- 2011 Scholarship Recipient 
Courtney Horrigan

 It is important for Americans to meet these sons and daughters of heroes and for us to 
coordinate their visits to important community and civic events that promote service and patriotism. 
In 2011, Freedom Alliance hosted students at numerous events across the country including:
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An informed and engaged citizenry is vital to the health of our Republic. This is why Freedom Alliance 
continues to educate lawmakers, opinion leaders and the public at large on a host of issues, especially those 
that relate to national sovereignty, national security, and constitutional government.

 Where Freedom Alliance plays a role, we contribute greatly to the public debate. Some policies that have 
been of particular concern to Freedom Alliance include:

H Renovation of UN Headquarters: Our protests regarding the wasteful renovation of the UN building in New 
York City gained the attention of some in Congress who have introduced legislation to prevent the use of U.S. 
tax dollars for this boondoggle. 

H Law of the Sea Treaty: So far, we have prevented ratification of this dangerous treaty by working with other 
great organizations who share our concerns.

H International Criminal Court (ICC): Proponents of the ICC have been trying to expand the power of the 
International Criminal Court which would present a particular danger to the United States, our military and 
our diplomats. Freedom Alliance’s efforts have helped to prevent an expansion of ICC authority. 

H UN Reform Bill: Our education on various issues regarding sovereignty and the United Nations, with that of 
others, has resulted in major UN Reform legislation being introduced in Congress by the chairwoman of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee.

sponsored evenTs

  One way that we build support for conservative philosophy is to sponsor and co-sponsor events which 
engage the public, educate audiences and address issues in a meaningful way. This year, Freedom Alliance hosted 
several outstanding events and played a leading role as a co-sponsor of several others. 

H Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC): Freedom Alliance was a co-sponsor of CPAC which 
attracted over 10,000 activists and students. The conference offered more than 70 major presentations and 
dozens more break-out sessions. Hundreds of speakers, authors, experts and public officials provided insight 
and analysis to the most important issues in our nation. Some of the featured speakers included:

t Representative Michelle Bachmann, Minnesota

t Senator Pat Toomey, Pennsylvania

t Senator Rand Paul, Kentucky

t Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld

t Governor Mitch Daniels, Indiana

H National Security Discussion: Freedom Alliance President Tom Kilgannon spoke on the issue of national 
security and moderated a discussion on “The New Nuclear Threat: China and North Korea,” which featured 
Congressman Dana Rohrabacher, Eagle Forum’s President Phyllis Schlafly, and Forbes columnist Mallory 
Factor.     

H Freedom Cruise & Conference: Our conference included over fifteen educational presentations on topics 
such as “America’s Economic Outlook”; “The Arab Spring”; “The Rise of Marxism”; “Attacks on American 
Sovereignty”; and “The Use of Special Forces in the War on Terror.”

 Our presenters included high ranking military officers such as General Jerry Boykin; General Paul Vallely; 
LtCol Oliver North and LtCol Joe Shusko. Former Congressman Duncan Hunter joined us, as did a host of 
authors, journalists and other experts.

publIc polIcy
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t A professional tour of the oldest legislative body in 
the United States – Virginia’s Capitol Building – 
which was designed by Thomas Jefferson.

t Luncheon with Virginia Governor Bob 
McDonnell – the chairman of the Republican 
Governors Association.

t A presentation from Virginia’s Attorney General, 
Ken Cuccinelli, 
a rising star on 
the national stage 
and the first 
attorney general to 
challenge President 
Obama’s health care 
legislation in the 
courts.

t Other distinguished 
speakers 
included former 
Congressman 
Virgil Goode; 
State  Senator 
Ralph Smith; and 
Congressman Rob 
Wittman.

t A visit to historic St. John’s Church, the site of 
the Second Virginia Convention of March 1775. 
There, professional actors portrayed the delegates 
– including Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, 
and George Washington – as they engaged in the 
debates and arguments which lead up to Patrick 
Henry’s immortal “Give me liberty or give me 
death!” speech.

educATion And AnAlysis 
  Freedom Alliance works to uncover threats to our sovereignty and security that are ignored or overlooked 
by lawmakers and media outlets. To do so, we must go to the source of many of those problems – the United 
Nations – and learn firsthand of the mischief they create. We work in coalitions, provide analysis and commentary 
on radio and in published reports. Some of our educational efforts are outlined below.

H Published Works: Many of Colonel North’s published works addressed issues of direct concern to Freedom 
Alliance – national security, the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the needs of America’s service members. His 
Fox News reports from Afghanistan and the U.S./Mexican border provided insights into these issues that are 
often overlooked.

H New Visiting Fellow: We are also pleased to have the expertise of Thomas Jacobson who serves as a Visiting 
Fellow at Freedom Alliance for sovereignty issues. Thomas is the President of the International Diplomacy 
and Public Policy Center in Colorado Springs. He provided month issue briefs on topics about the internal 
management of the United Nations and certain multilateral treaties.  

H Military Culture Coalition: Freedom Alliance participated in a coalition of organizations dedicated to 
protecting the interests of military personnel, particularly on the issue of homosexual service in the military.    

H Grassroots Communications: Freedom Alliance collected nearly 200,000 citizens’ communications – petitions 
supporting specific policy goals. These petitions were delivered to Members of Congress, the White House, 
various United Nations offices, media outlets, and other institutions to convey the beliefs of Freedom Alliance 
supporters on matters relating to U.S. sovereignty, national defense, etc.

H Army-Navy Weekend Conference: Our annual event celebrated America’s great history with a trip to the 
Richmond, Virginia. Some highlights of the event include:
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Freedom AlliAnce

Marine Corporal Larry and family attend a Poppy’s Wish Heroes Vacation in Huntington Beach, California.
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